REGULAR COUNCIL - APRIL 22, 2013

The Mayor called the meeting to order.  He then gave the Invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
Roll call was then taken with the following members present: Martin, Curtis, Cooke, Myers and Anderson. Paramore was absent.

Also present: Chief Marko, John Chapin, Ellen Simmons, and Lynn Phillips.

The Mayor then asked for approval of the agenda.  Martin made a motion to approve the agenda. Curtis seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No one opposed.
The Mayor then presented the minutes from the April 8, 2013 meeting for approval. Curtis made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Cooke seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No one opposed.

The Mayor then asked for a report from the Village Administrator, Shawn Pickworth. Shawn stated the following:
· The Hydrant Flushing on our water lines has been completed.  

· The water line extension on West Washburn is now in service, this should provide better fire protection to that area of town.

· The water department is still working on improving Water Treatment Plant #2.

· The SSO Elimination Project. (Sanitary Sewer Project).  We held the last easement signing meeting on April 20, 2013.  Shawn wanted to thank the residents that came and took advantage of the meetings to be able to ask questions and see the maps and the project and what it will involve.  He has sent out a final request for the easements that are outstanding.  These are to be back by June 1, 2013. We will be closing soon on the project with USDA allowing us to go out for bid.

· Shawn explained that during these last few weeks of storms and spring rains, we have encountered some wet basements.  He stated that there are areas in town that are prone to flooding during these conditions.  We have addressed some of the storm sewer issues in town and will continue to work on these problem areas.  

· He also explained that he has been approached by several citizens asking what the Village is going to do about the waterways that run through the Village gradually getting bigger over time due to erosion.  He stated that in reality right now we can't do anything due to budget constraints, we did apply for a grant for this but did not receive it, and we will however keep applying and hopefully in the future will receive some money towards this type of project.  He also said that it does not mean that the homeowner or property owner cannot do something themselves to protect their property.  There have been homeowners in the Village who have already done this.

· The Street department is working on filling potholes, and will be working on replacing 4 catch basins.

· In the sanitation department this week is the annual spring clean-up.  Last year we hauled over 80 ton to the landfill during this week.

· The Park department is in the process of running electric and water to the new cabins at the reservoir.  

· After tonight he will be able to submit the ODNR Nature Works Grant Application for a new playground at the Reservoir Park.  The Villages' share would be 25% or $5,000.00.

· There will be a fishing tournament on May 11, 2013 at the Reservoir. Registration starts at 6:00 - 7:30, and the fishing hours run from 7:30 to 2:30.  Weigh in time is 2:45.  There will be cash prizes.  

· There will also be a Pancake and Sausage Breakfast on May 11, 2013 from 6:00 am to 11:00 am.  Donations will be taken.

· There will also be a kids fishing tournament on May 11, registration for this will be at 10:00 am.  There fishing time starts at 10:30 am to 1:30 pm, Must be 15 and under to register for kids tournament, and must be with an adult.

· The Hileman Building project is now in the process of getting the bid documents together to be able to bid this project out.

· He also informed council that we have had two different companies come to look at our security cameras in the park to see what can be done with either repairing what we have if possible or installing a new system.  We are also interested in placing cameras in the Cemetery and one pointed at the Football field and track complex.

· He announced that we have a new worker through the Work Experience Program through Huron County.  This person is allowed to work 32 hours per week and will work in all departments as needed.  Everything is paid through the county. The Village does not have to spend any money on this person.

· Shawn also explained that ODOT, District 3, has been nationally recognized for the project they did at the New London Reservoir.  The surveying monuments that were installed on the south side of the reservoir are used for calibration of surveying equipment.  The project was written about and published in a national publication that mentions the Village of New London, along with John Chapin and Village leaders.

Shawn asked if there were any other questions.  There were none.

The Mayor then asked for a report from John Chapin.  John stated the only thing he had was the Annual Chicken Bar-B-Q at the Fire Station on May 5 starting at 11:00 am. This is also the day for the annual DUCK DERBY. These tickets can be purchased at Gilbert Hardware or the Village Office. The money from the Duck Derby goes to the Cemetery memorial fund.
The Mayor then asked for a recreation report.  Shawn stated Joe was not here tonight due to a softball meeting at the park.
The Mayor then asked for a report from the Police Department.  Chief Marko stated that we need not send a summons to 33 Park Avenue, the owners have cleaned up almost 98% of the property.  He has demolished the garage and is working on the other items left.

Cooke then asked Chief about his Email accounts.  Did he want to stay with Advanced Computer Connection or go with the new Village Office email service?
The Chief stated he would like to stay with Advanced Computer connections because he doesn't feel secure with the New London site.  He would like some time to think and learn a little bit more about the new email addresses.  He stated he feels comfortable with the emails that he has. He had questions such as- Is the Host for the email going to have access to his emails, or does the host have the passwords to the police email.  Martin stated that any email like Gmail, hot mail, or anything like that has access to the emails.  He is worried about the host being able to access his emails. The chief stated that he would like to stay where he is until he is 100% sure his emails are secure.
Cooke asked where he got the date for the May 1 cut off.  Chief stated Bob James told Melissa and Melissa gave me the note. The Chief stated he is the administrator for his passwords on the ACC emails from Norwalk.  That is why he feels very secure with this email site.

Curtis stated he didn't have a problem with letting him stay on the email service he has.

Martin said let's give him the opportunity to check it out, and if he feels safe in a couple of months, then we will change.
Council agreed with this to let the Chief stay with the email accounts he has.

The Mayor then asked for a report from the ambulance. Bill Curtis stated that the ambulance service just went through its final inspection of the new building and all looks good.
There was no report from zoning.

The Mayor then asked for any public comments or statements.  There was none.
The Mayor then presented Ordinance 13-13, an ordinance changing the due date of the utility bills.  This ordinance was placed on a third and final reading. Cooke made a motion to approve the third and final reading. Anderson seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No one opposed.
Jonna explained that the due date will not change until the month of June as by law we have to wait the 30 days for the ordinance to take effect.
The Mayor then read the Resolution 13-02, a resolution allowing the Fiscal Officer to apply to the Ohio Department of Commerce for unclaimed funds.  This resolution was placed on an emergency reading.  Martin made a motion to suspend the rules. Myers seconded the motion. Roll call: Martin - yes; Curtis - yes; Cooke - yes; Myers - yes; and Anderson - yes.

Cooke then made a motion to pass Resolution 13-02 on an emergency basis.  Martin seconded the motion. Roll call: Anderson - yes; Myers -yes; Cooke -yes; Curtis - yes; and Martin -yes. 

Resolution 13-03, a resolution allowing the Village Administrator to apply for a Nature Work Grant through ODNR was then placed on an emergency reading.  Curtis made a motion to suspend the rules. Cooke seconded the motion. Roll call: Myers - yes; Anderson -yes; Martin -yes; Curtis -yes; and Cooke -yes.
Myers then made a motion to pass Resolution 13-03 on an emergency basis.  Anderson seconded the motion. Roll call: Anderson -yes; Myers -yes; Cooke -yes; Curtis -yes and Martin -yes.

The Mayor then asked for any old business.  Cooke asked Shawn if the Village had traded in the trencher as he saw it at the Reservoir.  Shawn stated yes, we used it one last time to dig the trench for the electric and water lines to the new cabins, and then it was traded in.

The Mayor then asked for any new business.  

Martin and Curtis took the floor.  They presented the architectural drawings of the proposed upgrade to the Memorial Park beside the library.  There is a committee in town working on this and it includes Shawn Pickworth, Bill Curtis, John Martin, Eva Snyder, Heath White, and Tina Vanderhoof.  (There might be more on the committee but at this time I didn't know their names)
Bill and John explained that some money has been donated already, and this committee will be selling bricks to help fund the project. A person can purchase a brick in memory of someone, or purchase a brick to acknowledge someone that is in the service.  These will be placed around the original monument and other monuments will be added along with a bench for each of the military services.  At the bench location they hope to add a brass plaque remembering those that gave their lives in that branch of the service.  There will be enough room to add names in the future if necessary. The cost of the project is approximately $30,000.00. The committee has not decided on the price of the bricks or if they will offer different sizes of bricks.  There is still much work to be done.

If anyone would like to see the sketch of the proposed plan they can stop in the village office during regular working hours.

Myers then made a motion to move forward with the Memorial Park Project. Cooke seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No one opposed.

The Mayor then asked for approval of the March Monthly statement. Myers made a motion to approve the report. Cooke seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No one opposed.

The Mayor then presented the bills to be paid for approval.  Anderson made a motion to approve the bills to be paid. Curtis seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.  No one opposed.
Jonna then stated that our last regular council meeting in May is on Memorial Day. She asked if council wanted to just cancel this meeting or reschedule for a different day.

Cooke made a motion to cancel the meeting unless there is an emergency of some kind. Curtis seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No one opposed.

The Mayor then asked for a motion to adjourn. Martin made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Cooke seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No one opposed.
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