REGULAR COUNCIL - APRIL 23, 2012

Mayor called the meeting to order.  He then gave the invocation, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

The Mayor asked for roll call of members:  Martin, Curtis, Cooke, Myers, Paramore and Anderson.

Also present: Jim Finley, Sterling Sherwood, Bob James, Joe Hicks, Sam Alonso, John Chapin, record, Joe Thomas

The Mayor asked for approval of the agenda. 

Curtis made a motion to accept the agenda

Martin seconded the motion.  Roll Call: Martin, Curtis, Cooke, Myers, Paramore and Anderson all ayes.
The Minutes from the April 9, council meeting were then presented for approval. Anderson made a motion to approve the minutes. Paramore seconded the  motion. Roll call all ayes.

The Mayor then asked for a report from Shawn Pickworth, Village Administrator.  He stated first he wanted to apologize as he didn’t get his council report done.  He would like to go over some things though.  First the Water Department continues to install new meters, and maybe soon we can start the process of billing on a monthly basis.  He then stated that the Waste Water Department hauled about 24 loads of sludge, 54,000 gallons, and that is done yearly.  We had Erie Paving in here last week, and they paved 5 streets.  They came in Monday and started milling and continued Tuesday with paving.  They had a problem on Tuesday when the batch plant broke down, and they had to finish on Wednesday.  They did a good job, and were good to work with.  We did cut the grade on the East Street entrance onto Main Street.  They ran into some problems as the asphalt didn’t cool as quickly as they expected and ran into the time that the school let out. 
He then also reminded everyone that this is spring clean up week, and he has been out working with the guys.  They took 3 truck loads to the landfill today, which is about 20 tons.
The parks are now open, and Joe and Nellie and the guys at the park have been extremely busy getting ready.  They have done a good job.

JD Comfort received the permit to go ahead with the installation of the heating and air in the Hileman Building.  They did the demolition of the old system, and we saved it, maybe we can sell it or use it. JD Comfort was also in last Friday, with the engineers and they have started the drawing for the new system in the Municipal Building.
Shawn wanted to thank the Sons of the American Legion for helping with the Texas Hold’em Tournament this past weekend.  We made approximately $250.00, which was not bad for the first time.  We hope to hold more of these in the future.
He also wanted to thank Steve Von Behren for coordinating and running the Home and Garden show. He spent lots of hours getting this running and setting it all up.  
Shawn informed council that he had been in contact with the person that is interested in purchasing the well fields.  I found the file, and found where we had left off in 2007, and 2008.  Shawn asked her to make a firm offer so that he could bring this to council.

John Chapin then reported that the New London Fire Department will hold its annual Chicken Bar-B-Q on Sunday, May 6th.  He also informed council that he had applied for and received $1500.00 from Ohio Department of Commerce for fire fighter training.
Joe Thomas then stated that the weekend with the Home and Garden Show, and the NASH Earth Day went very well.  There were several visitors interested in camping at the Reservoir.  Cravens is about ready to open the Dari Bar.  

Shawn stated that the applications for summer help are coming in and Joe is going through them.  The Deadline for the applications is May 1st.

The Mayor asked for a report from the Police Department. Sgt. Joe Hicks stated he had nothing to present this evening.
Bill Curtis stated that there was not much to report on the ambulance, they are just waiting on their final occupancy permit from Mansfield,  the building is ready.

Bob James then reported that the Mayor, Shawn and he had gone on their annual trip around the village to look at high grass, property nuisance, and junk vehicles.  We sent out 26 letters on nuisance, and 18 for high grass. He had received two phone calls back already.
Bill Curtis then stated he had received a call from one of them and she was quite upset as she didn’t understand why she was getting a letter. Bill felt we should, all of council, and the administration should take the time to explain to the property owners why they received the letter.
Sam Alonso from Krock Esser Engineering, gave his report.  He stated that the EPA Swift Grant was ready to submit, and the zoning map will not be official until after the public hearing with the Zoning and Planning Commission.  This meeting will be held in June.  They have been working on the Cemetery Map, and will meet with the Cemetery Board on Wednesday of this week to review the map. Jason went to the Bid Opening for Kelly, Nadine, and Sherman.  Precision Paving is the apparent low bidder on this project.  The Huron County Commissioners or Engineer will award the bid.  He has also been in contact with a person from ODOT in Ashland concerning the Safe Route to School program.  He also has obtained a contact with CSX concerning the Quiet Zone.
Cooke then asked about the paving.  He asked if we kept the grindings  on all of the paving.  Shawn stated yes we do, in fact we took some of it to the park to be used.  Joe explained that the area beside the basketball courts, is always wet and muddy, and they felt they could fill this area with the grindings and make is a better place to park. The rest are at the City Garage. John stated we also kept them from when we did Grant and Walnut Street. Shawn stated we saved approximately 132 tons

The Mayor asked for any public questions or statements. 

Sterling Sherwood took the floor.  “ He would like to ask if council could speak with him after the meeting” Steve Bond stated that you would have to speak to them during the meeting. 


Sterling: “ Going back to the articles that were in the newspaper on the 11th  and the minutes on line, I would like to say right now, at this time, Chief Marko never contacted me at all.  He never made any attempt. The night I was stopped in the park, the 30th of March, because back in November 9th, 2009 when we were stopped he gave us his card with his personal cell phone on it.  He said call me anytime day or night if you have a problem.  I called him when I got home on March 30, and left a message, he didn’t answer, I never heard anything back over the weekend. Monday morning he came down to my house with another officer, and asked to speak with me and he was told I would be back after dinner time.  I got home at 11:30 and set by the door until 5:00pm and he never showed up.  I never heard a single thing, and then came to the meeting the last council meeting two weeks ago, and also I was never asked, granted the supreme Court ruled that a police officer has the right to stop you anytime, and ask for your identification, that is all you have to give them.  I never got asked who I was in the park, I was just asked what I was doing, which to me was moronic, because I had sweats on and I was running.  He asked me what I was doing and be out by 11:00.  It was 10  after 10:00, there is inconsistencies, if he was so concerned about my safety, as was stated in the paper,  that something was going to go down, he didn’t want me in there, he was concerned about my safety, if that was the case then why wasn’t  I asked to leave the park right then.  I mean that was 50 minutes difference.  I was told to be out by 11:00 and that doesn’t make sense to me either.  Also you stated that Donnelly was hired by Andy Suvar, I would like to know if Donnelly was off duty, because you can’t hire an on duty police officer, and if he was I hope for the town that they were reimbursed for the use of the cruiser and for the gas.  I don’t know how an off duty officer can use a cruiser. I can show you the copy of the paper from November, 2009, and it states that there is no curfew for adults in the park, this is when the park was closed for the season, now I can’t think of any one time that there was anything in the paper that states different.  I would like some ground rules set down, during the season and during the off season, for adults and minors.  Because right after the November meeting, Gary stood right here and said you can drive in the park anytime you want to and the chief said I don’t care if you run in there at 1:00 – 2:00 in the morning. The only other thing I really have to say is after the November, 2009 meeting, he asked us to meet with us in his office afterward, and wanted to explain one specific instance that we were followed through the park, but there were more things than that, Like a few weeks ago, the main reason was me running in the park, but there is much more to this stuff. During the meeting with the chief we were talking about the officer, and he said well, he is a good kid, I am not repeating anything other than what the chief said, and it looks to me like he was trying to throw the blame off himself, because he knows what is going on, there is a natural order of progression.  He said he is a good kid, he needs to settle down, I am trying to work with him and he didn’t know how it was going to work out or not.  That night that we came to the meeting on November 9, when we were followed through the park, that was the reason we came to the meeting. That night when I got home I called the station a few times, and could not get anyone to answer. I will be honest with you right now it was Joe Hicks, and he told me I will check anybody out that I want to in the park after dark, and that is when the Chief says I am trying to work with him I just don’t know.  Now Donnelly, is being trained by Joe Hicks, and Joe Hicks was the one that said that he would check anyone out that he wanted to, and also Donnelly says that Marko trained him, so that shows it is a natural progression of things.  What is being done is being deliberate, and there are three questions I want answered,  What are the Park rules for in season and out season for adults and minors, and the statement the Chief made why I got stopped because we have new officers in town, and they don’t know who you are…….. stopped  and asked who you were and what are you doing.  They never asked who I was just told me to get out.  I would like to know now, if I live in this town the rest of my life, every time that there is a new officer hired, are you just going to get stopped, and asked what are you doing?  I would like an answer to that, and I would also like to know  if he was on duty or off duty, when he was in the cruiser, when he was hired by Andy Suvar.  Jonna, an answer to the Third questions is that Suvar paid for him.  Sterling then asked , Well if he was working, but was he off duty. Joe Hicks stated he is a reserve officer he doesn’t get paid.  Sterling then asked, by your answer then when he rides around in the cruiser he is not on duty then.  Joe stated no, he is a reserve officer he doesn’t get paid, he is strictly a volunteer.  Sterling, it is not cheaper for the village because you got maintenance on the vehicle and gas.  Joe stated okay if you want to look at it that way, we are paying for the car.  Sterling asked again, I just want to know if he was on duty or off duty.  So then he was also the officer that was over there watching for a drug meet to go on, he was also working for Andy Suvar then? Joe, if he would have seen anything he would have called for an on duty officer.  Sterling that is not what the chief said.  The Mayor then stated he will meet with the Chief himself, and with Sgt Joe Hicks and we will have to get back to you.  He also stated that Mr. Sherwood ‘s time is up.
The Mayor then presented Ordinance 12-14, an amendment to the employee handbook.  This ordinance was placed on a third and final reading.  Myers made a motion to approve the third and final reading. Cooke seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
Ordinance 12-15, an ordinance establishing the compensation for the fiscal officer. This ordinance was placed on a second reading. Myers made a motion to approve the second reading. Curtis seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
Ordinance 12-16 an ordinance providing for the blanket purchase orders was placed on a second reading. Paramore made a motion to approve the second reading. Cooke seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
Ordinance 12-17, an ordinance setting the distribution of the utility clerks wages. This ordinance was placed on a second reading. Myers made a motion to approve the second reading of this ordinance. Curtis seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
Ordinance 12-19, an ordinance concerning the zoning in the Village was placed on a first reading.  Myers made a motion to approve the first reading. Anderson seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.

Ordinance 12-20, an ordinance increasing the amount paid out  in paving due to change orders.  Anderson made a motion to approve the first reading. Paramore seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
Resolution 12-01, a resolution allowing the village to apply for a storm sewer grant from Ohio EPA was placed on a third and final reading. Cooke made a motion to approve the third and final reading. Curtis seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
Resolution 12-04, a resolution allowing the Village to contract with Huron County Emergency management.  This resolution was placed on a  second reading. Myers made a motion to approve the second reading. Paramore seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
The Mayor then asked for any old business.  
Cooke: Our insurance company has stated that part time help has to be covered under our health insurance plan. It affects anyone working 40 hours a week The insurance company was to be contacted, was there anything done about this?  Steve Bond stated that we had talked with the local insurance, and they basically said we had to follow this rule.  Cooke asked if we had any part time working 40 hours a week or more.  Jonna stated one employee the permanent part time police officer.  She also stated that the ones that work in the park are considered seasonal so they don’t qualify.  Myers asked about Josh Marsh. Jonna stated he only works maybe 10 hours a pay period not very often.  He is helping take up some of the work since Don is off.  Cooke how does that affect the people that we get from Norwalk? Shawn stated that they are under their own program through one of the county offices.  They are not affected by this, as we do not pay them, they are paid through the county.
The Mayor stated he would talk with Chief Marko about this and offer the insurance to the officer and see what is happens.
The Mayor asked if there was any new business.  Myers stated that she would like to make a motion to appoint Brad Booth to the Recreation Committee. Curtis seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
Curtis then gave Shawn information on getting rid of our mulch pile at the city garage. He had talked with a company who uses this material in their business and are willing to talk with Shawn about this.   Shawn will contact them.
The Mayor then presented the bills to be paid for approval. Anderson made a motion to approve the bills. Cooke seconded the motion. Roll call: Anderson  -yes; Paramore –yes; Myers –yes; Cooke – yes; Curtis – abstain; and Martin – yes.
Martin then made a motion to adjourn. Paramore seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
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