REGULAR COUNCIL - APRIL 28, 2014

The Mayor called the meeting to order.  He then gave the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
Roll call was then taken with the following council members present: Martin, Curtis, Cooke, Myers, Paramore, and Winslow.

Also present: Steve Bond, Ellen Simmons, Lynn Phillips, Joe Thomas and Chief Marko.

The Mayor asked for approval of the Agenda for tonight’s meeting.  Curtis made a motion to approve the agenda. Martin seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. Those who opposed none.

The Minutes from the April 14, 2014 meeting were then presented for approval.  Myers made a motion to approve the minutes. Winslow seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.

No one opposed.

The Mayor then asked for any public questions or statements.  Marion Paramore stated he wanted everyone to know that Terry Wilson, who reported for New London for many years, was back at the Laurels.  
The Mayor then asked for a report from the Village Administrator, Shawn Pickworth.

The first item he placed before council was the New London Pizza House liquor license is up for renewal and the state wanted to know if we had any objections to this renewal.  Council stated no objections at all.

The Hydrant Flushing is complete until fall, and last week was meter reading week for April.
The Water Department is working on their “Spring Cleaning” They drain the holding tanks, and then clean them all out, and refill them.  This is only on Plant 1.  This is done once a year.

The SSO Project is getting closer to finishing East Main Street.  They are now working on Walnut Street; they also had to remove a man hole on North Main Street.  This project is keeping the water/ sewer department busy locating and repairing water lines.
In Reference to the Trench repairs, he thought that they would fill the trenches with 9 inches of concrete where there is a brick base, because we don’t want the bricks to fall in and this will also help keep the road in good shape.  After everything is settled they will come back and mill off 2 inches then pave the road.  The next field meeting will be held on Tuesday, May 13.  This meeting is held with USDA, the Engineers, the Contractors and Village Officials to go over the problems, change orders and payment vouchers.
Last Friday, John Chapin met with Jones and Henry concerning the Waste Water Treatment Plant.  EPA has reminded us that we need to remove the phosphate.  We need to submit a “Permit to install” (PTI) and we need the engineers to write this up with drawings.  This will bring us into compliance with the Ohio EPA. Shawn stated that our water/ sewer department can do the work themselves installing the equipment for this process.

Shawn told council that he will be going to Columbus on Thursday, May1 for the OWDA Grant Project for Birch Park Drive.  We had applied for this grant concerning the condition of Birch Park Drive, and the drainage problems.  He will find out at this meeting whether we received any grant money to go towards this project.
The Bid Opening for the Third Street Paving project will be Wednesday, April 30th at 10:00 am. 

Shawn is also submitting another grant request for the Paving of High Street.  We are submitting the grant with a 25% Village Share which would be approximately $12,200.00.

The Street/ Sanitation Department are working on getting the pot holes repaired as fast as they can. 

Shawn has met with a company about starting a road maintenance program.  This company would rent us the equipment, train our crew on how to use it, we would buy the material off of them, and fill the cracks on our streets, which would extend the life of our roads by 3 to 5 years.  This program would cost the Village approximately $3,000 a year. 

Shawn stated he is just presenting this idea to council for them to think about.

Last week was Spring Clean-up week, and the crew picked up and hauled over 84 tons to the landfill, this is up by 29 tons from last year.  The crew put in a hard week but everyone worked together and got the job done.  We used both garbage trucks in order to keep up with 11 loads going to the landfill over the course of 4 days. Joe Thomas from the parks department even helped us out with this.

Shawn had received an estimate on repairing the wind damage at the city garage.  The damage occurred on April 14th, and we turned in a claim to our insurance company, the adjuster stated that the damage averaged about $4,900.00.  We do have a $1000.00 deductible, but we have already received a check for $3,900.00 to cover the repairs.  Shawn also received a quote on the remaining roof of the City Garage.  This would be over the area that the water/ sewer department uses.  The cost of that area is $7,580.00 He would like to go ahead and fix the entire roof if possible.  This would preserve the building now and in the future.

The Police Department remodel is moving along.  Most of the demolition has been done.  The contractor is now prepping for electrical, phone and computer lines.  A Subcontractor is working on the plumping the bathrooms, and we are trying to coordinate with others that are needed to complete this project.  Shawn stated he had placed in the council packets a layout of the new department with the proposed new furnishings along with the price sheet of the furnishings.  By using this company we would be saving approximately 69% with the governmental discount.  The cost of all of the furniture is approximately $18,442.00; this includes file cabinets, desks, and tables.  We are going to purchase desk chairs and other chairs from a different supplier. We are in the process of picking out colors now.  We have been in contact with Frontier, and Vasu to be able to hook up the phone system and radios in the new offices.  The contractor is going to run the computer and phone wires and then let Frontier and Vasu take over. Shawn also thanked the Police Officers and the Chief for being so patient, this is a noisy, dusty job and they are handling it well.  They also had to move a lot of their records out of the way for the construction so everything is hard to find at this moment.
Shawn attended the New London CIC meeting on April 15, and he talked about the SSO Project, and also presented the SWIFT grant project that we have applied for through the Ohio EPA and the members of CIC voted to match the $1,726.25 or 25% that the Library Board of Trustees approved on April 8th.  This is great news and he wanted to thank the CIC members for their support.  We should hear something by the end of July on whether or not our project will be funded.
The Zoning and Planning Commission, and the Zoning Board of Appeals will meet on May 12, 2014 at 6:00 pm in the Council Chambers to continue with the process of updating our Zoning Codes.
He also wanted to announce that the New London Garden Club will host their annual plant sale this Saturday at the Gazebo starting at 9:00 am.

Shawn sated that was his report and asked if there were any questions.  There were none.

The Mayor then asked for a report from the Recreation Department.

Joe then reported to council that the upcoming weekend the New London Reservoir will host an open house.  It is free admission, and anyone can come out and view what the Reservoir has to offer, view the cabins, play putt putt and there will also be hot dogs for lunch.  That will be held starting at 11:00 am on this Saturday, May 3.

There will also be a Fishing Tournament on Saturday, May 10. Sign in time is 6:00 am to 7:30 am.  Entry Fee is $40.00.
The Park Board also will be hosting their Second Annual Gun Raffle November 1, 2014.  The tickets are on sale now.  Each ticket costs $10.00 and this will also include admission, and lunch.  Check with any Park Board Member or the Village Office for purchase of a ticket.  There will be 25 guns raffled off.
On May 4, this coming Sunday, the Park Board and anyone else that is interested will be installing the new Toddlers Playground.  This playground will be built with money collected from donations across the country in memory of Chuckie Thomas.  He stated that we raised approximately $21,000 towards this playground, and that is fantastic.  He would like to thank everyone who donated towards this.  Joe said we have an amazing community and wanted to thank everyone again.
They have started to mow the park, but it is quite wet right now, they will have to do some catch up after this rain. Shawn helped fix a couple of maintenance issues at the Reservoir, the hot water tank for one.  Also the seasonal campers have started moving in. 


He also informed the board that they have ordered some stone for the Reservoir roads.  That should be done within the next couple of weeks.

The Mayor then asked if there was a report from the Police Department. Chief Marko had nothing to present at this time.
Bill Curtis reported that Firelands Ambulance has kept quite busy this last month, but had nothing else to report.
The Mayor then presented Ordinance 14-07, an ordinance allowing the Fiscal Officer to issue blanket purchase orders and super blanket purchase orders.  This ordinance was placed on a third and final reading.  Martin made a motion to approve the third and final reading. Paramore seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No one opposed.
Ordinance 14-09, an ordinance allowing the Fiscal Officer to amend the 2014 appropriations was then placed on a third and final reading.  Myers made a motion to approve the third and final reading.  Cooke seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.

Ordinance 14-12, an ordinance allowing the Village Administrator to apply for CBDG funding for the paving of High Street.  This ordinance was placed on an emergency reading.   Curtis made a motion to suspend the rules to allow Ordinance 14-12 to be passed as an emergency.  Cooke seconded the motion. Roll call: Martin – yes; Curtis – yes; Cooke – yes; Myers – yes; Paramore -  yes; and Winslow – yes.
Martin then made a motion to pass Ordinance 14-12 on an emergency basis.  Curtis seconded the motion. Roll call: Winslow –yes; Paramore –yes; Myers – yes; Cooke – yes; Curtis – yes; and Martin – yes.

Resolution 14-01  a resolution allowing the Village to accept a donation of land.  This Resolution was placed on a third and final reading.    Steve Bond then stated he would like to ask council to table this resolution as we have not received any paperwork from the owners to accept this parcel of land.  Cooke made a motion to table this Resolution. Martin seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. Resolution 14-01 was tabled.

Resolution 14-08, a resolution allowing the Village to contract with Huron County Emergency Management, for emergency management services.  This Resolution was placed on a second reading. Martin made a motion to approve the second reading. Cooke seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.

The Mayor then asked for any old business.  Chief Marko had presented the purchase of computers at the last meeting and asked if there were any objections for him to move forward with this.  There were no objections.

The Mayor then asked if there was any new business.  John Martin stated that there will be an opening on the New London Proceeds Corporation.  He has requested that anyone interested in joining the board please put in a letter of interest, and send it to Village of New London, 115 East Main Street, New London, Ohio 44851. These should be received by May12th so that council can review the applicants.

Myers then asked Shawn on the roof for the City Garage, what type of warranty is there on this product, and is it a full warranty or a pro-rated one?  Shawn stated he thought it was a 25 year warranty but he would check and get back with council.

The Mayor then asked if there was any other new business.  There was none at this time.
He then asked for approval of the bills to be paid. Myers made a motion to pay the bills as presented. Winslow seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes, no one opposed.

Martin then made a motion to enter into executive session for the purpose of discussing personnel.  Cooke seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
Martin made a motion to come out of executive. Curtis seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
Curtis made a motion to adjourn. Martin seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
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