REGULAR COUNCIL - APRIL 9, 2012

The Mayor called the meeting to order. 

He then gave the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
Also present: Sterling Sherwood, Ben Sherwood, Chief Marko, Joe Hicks, Joe Thomas, Dick Murr, John Chapin Ellen Simmons, Jim from JD Indoor Comfort, and Sam Alonso.

The Mayor then asked for approval of the Agenda.  Anderson made a motion to approve the agenda. Cooke seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
The Mayor then asked for Roll call: Martin, Curtis, Cooke, Myers, Paramore and Anderson were present.

The Mayor then presented the minutes from March 26, 2012 for approval.  Myers made a motion to approve the minutes. Paramore seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.

The Mayor then asked for a report from Shawn Pickworth, Administrator.  Shawn stated that Jones and Henry will be submitting plans to the OEPA Northwest District office early next month for a PTI on behalf of the Village.  Once the PTI is approved the Village will then have 18 months to construct the new sewers.
He and John had met with the Project Manager from Erie Blacktop, they plan on being here the end of the month to pave the 5 streets. The project manager stated that this would take approximately 2 days.

Bids are now being taken for the other three streets, Sherman,  Nadine and Kelly.  The bid opening will be April 20th and this will be done at the commissioners officer in Norwalk because it is the Commissioners Grant.
Concerning the Sanitation Department, the old garbage truck that dropped off in Norwalk, we thought it would cost us a fortune to fix it, but it only cost $1500.00. The truck is running good, there are still some repairs to do to it, such as putting sheet metal in the back of the hopper, other than new front tires, it will be ready as a back up and will come in handy for the spring clean up at the end of this month.
The parks have been busy keeping up with the mowing.  He also announced that the Texas Hold’em tournament will be this Saturday, April 14th, the doors open at 5:00 pm
The First hand is at 6:00. He stated that the Sons of American Legion are doing this, and the proceeds from this will go to the Hileman Building for updates and repairs.

Joe and Shawn met with a gentleman from Callahan Electric at the Reservoir.  There are 5 sites back by the cabins that we would like to go ahead and put electrical service to, and this will eliminate the customers running extension cords across the lots, and also add some electric hook ups which will allow some more sites to be rented out.
Shawn stated that all five of the workers that had taken the CDL class have passed the class and have received their license.  This would be a class A combination vehicle license.

Last Thursday, the Mayor hosted the mayors of the villages in Huron County to nominate a representative from the villages for the OPWC Integrated Committee for District 9.  Shawn was elected as the representative, and Mike Goodwin from Monroeville was elected the alternate.

He then asked if there were any questions or statements.  There were none.
The Mayor then asked for a report from John Chapin, Water/Sewer Department.  John didn’t have anything to present at this time.
Joe Thomas, Recreation Park then took the floor. He explained that Cravins Dari is interested in running the Dari Bar this year. Joe will know tomorrow whether they will or not.  He then asked about employment at the park,  at this time we don’t need anyone extra, but as Al and Dale only work about 25 hours a week, we may need someone down the road this summer.  I have three names of some of the ones that are interested in working part time.  He stated that the three were, Tommy Myers, Eric Mitchell and Derrick Chaffins and they have their summers available.  He also stated that Nellie had two girls helping at the reservoir the past two years and one of those girls is not coming back, so she would like to hire someone to fill that spot.   The Reservoir opens April 20th.  Council asked that Joe advertise for these positions and then come back to council.  Joe stated he would.
Joe then informed council that someone had cut electrical cords from 11 campers.  Officer Brian Rozek took the report.  Those campers have been notified of the vandalism.
Chief Marko passed copies of the pictures around on the damage that they did.  He stated that they probably took these as scrap.
Steve Bond asked about the insurance issue on the Dari bar.  He suggested that if we do allow them to use the Dari bar, then the Village should be added to their insurance policy as additional insured.  He also stated that we need to have a contract for this. Joe stated that he has an old contract.  Jonna suggested that he fax this to Steve tomorrow to make sure we are up to date on this before it is signed. Shawn explained that there are a couple of things we will need to do before this is rented.  We will have to fix the floor in a couple of places.  Shawn also stated that Cravins is willing to pay for the county licenses.
Joe stated the only other thing would be the electric and propane.

Chief Marko then reported that concerning the recent break-ins, we are very close to making an arrest.  He then explained that Bill Curtis had gotten a plate number and has really helped in solving this case.

He also stated that there was a residential burglary on Birch Park, and Sgt Hicks is working on that.  We also have a witness on this.
He also explained that he is working on an unauthorized charge on the Village’s credit card.
He told council that he will not be able to attend the council meeting on April 23.
The Mayor then asked for a report on the ambulance.  Bill stated that they are way ahead of schedule on the building and they are expecting to be in soon.

There was no zoning report.  The Administrator stated they he and Bob James are planning on meeting Wednesday afternoon and do a tour of the town, and make a list of the non compliant properties.
Jonna stated that in the council packets there is a list of changes that the zoning and planning commission suggested for corrections.  She asked council to look these areas over and if they don’t see a property that should be addressed please let them know, or if there are corrections.  Jonna explained that she will wait until the next meeting to start any advertising on this.  The Zoning Board must have a public hearing on this before it comes to council, and once the Zoning Board signs off, then council will have to hold a public hearing.

Sam Alonso then took the floor, and gave the report from Krock Esser.  Sam stated he would touch base on a couple items.  He stated that we need a letter for the streets Nadine, Sherman and Kelly and there is an ordinance on tonight for that.
They are also going to put in a request for funds from the 2013 grant year.  That would either be for repaving Energy Street, or paving the parking lot at the Hileman Building.  He would like council to report back as to which would be the priority  on this.

Jim from  JD Comfort brought council up to speed on the progress on the Hileman Building.  He is waiting on Richland Building to get back to him with the permits to install the main system in the Hileman Building.  The small system in the restrooms and kitchen has been installed.
Sam then asked Jim to speak on the HVAC system for this building.  Sam explained that the bid that was given by JD Comfort was the low bid, and it was set at $87,000.00.  Jim then explained that this is a system that is zoned off, but he was able to zone off the system so that we have 6 equally sized zones except for the  administration area, which would be about a ton larger than the other 5 zones.  He stated he decided to go with the Mitsubishi Hyper Heat units. He stated that there is enough room above the ceiling to install the individual zones, the condensing unit would either be installed on the roof, or on the outside of the building.  He stated that this is as ducted system, and it would be zoned. This system would work down to about minus 4 degrees before it loses it efficiency.

He stated that the pipes that are installed now has asbestos on them, and he would rather just leave them alone, and work with a new system.  Although he still has to drill through walls, and he had talked with the abatement man and he would still like to test the walls  to see if there is asbestos.  He had said the system would cost $87,500.00 and that includes the wall testing, but that does not include special drilling if we need that.  Jonna asked giving just a off the top, or ball park figure if we had to do that special testing how much would that cost.  Jim stated approximately $6,000 at the most. He stated that the Village cannot afford to remove the old system.  Sam stated he felt the best way to go was to use this system and abandon the old system, as he felt that if we tried to go with the system we have now we would just keep putting money in to fixing it.
Anderson asked what the warranty was on this system.  He stated there is a 1 year labor warranty, and 3 year warranty on the parts.
Paramore asked if he had installed this system before and if so, had he had any problems with it.  Jim stated yes, we have installed this, and no we have not had any problems with it. He explained that the fuel efficiency is 18 seasonal energy efficient ratio, and the life expectancy is 20 years as long as it is properly maintained.  This system will use half the amount of power basically.

 The Mayor asked if there were any more questions for Jim or Sam.  There were none.
The Mayor then asked for any public questions or statements.  Dick Murr took the floor and wanted to talk about the Boy Scout Cabin at the Park.  He had asked that we have some type of paperwork on the cabin as there is none now and in the future who knows who would be in charge and there is nothing protecting the cabin or the scouts.  He had a question on Section 3 of the contract.  He felt it stated that the Village as the full right to the cabin and then in the same paragraph it gives it back to the scouts.  He didn’t understand this.  Mr. Bond explained that since the cabin was given to the park, it has the right to own the cabin, but under the terms of the agreement, the Scouts have the exclusive right to the cabin as long as the scouts use and maintains the cabin.  If it is not used for 1 year then the Village would take ownership of this.  Mr. Murr also asked in Section 4, paragraph C, it states “ knowingly or recklessly allowed the Log Cabin to be operated in the commission or felony.  He just asked that the word Recklessly be stricken from the document.
Mr. Murr also stated the cost of the cabin should be reflected at $36,000.00 not $30,000.00.  Mr. Bond stated these changes could be made.  Dick will take back the contract to the committee and see if they agree and then bring it back to the council.

Shawn then stated that Dick has worked with some of the juveniles that have been in trouble lately and had to put in community service.  Shawn appreciated Dick’s help with these kids.

Dick also stated that he has one Scout working on his Eagle Scout project by building boat docks at the Reservoir.  They have the first one attached, and are working on the rest of them.

Sterling Sherwood from West Main then took the floor.  He stated that back in November of 2009 he had come to council with  a complaint. He was complaining the police follow him around.  He referred back to another council meeting in November of 2009, when he came up and complained about the same thing.  He is usually out after 10:00 pm to run,  and the most recent incident was a couple of weeks ago when he was running through the park and was stopped by an officer and asked what he was doing and who he was.  He stated that was pretty much all he had to say, but if council doesn’t do something about this he will.  He felt he should be able to set foot outside his door without being harassed. (At this point he became irritated and left the meeting stating that if council won’t do anything he will) Chief Marko then explained that Mr. S. Sherwood had emailed him and he had emailed Mr. S Sherwood back.  The Chief told him that he would come down to the house to talk with him about this, but Mr. S Sherwood never responded.  The Chief explained that we have several reserve officers that do not know the citizens of New London, and they probably did stop him and ask what he was doing, on the one night at the park, Andy Suvar had equipment set up for a sale the next day, and had hired a reserve officer to patrol the equipment that night, and that is when Mr. S Sherwood came through the park, and the reserve officer not being from New London and had not seen Mr. Sherwood previously at any time did stop him and ask him what he was doing and who he was.  The Chief was hoping Mr. Sherwood would have stayed during the meeting because he wanted to explain to him why the police do this and what is going on.  The Chief will try to contact him and explain what is going on.
The Mayor then asked if there was any other public questions or statements.

The Mayor then presented Ordinance 12-09, an ordinance allowing the Administrator to enter into contract with J.D. Comfort and Heating for the HVAC system for the Municipal Building.  This ordinance was placed on a third and final reading.
The cost of this project would be $87,500.00.  Cooke made a motion to approve the third and final reading. Martin seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.

Ordinance 12-14, an ordinance amending the employee handbook to change the restrictions on motel costs.  This ordinance was placed on a first reading.  Myers made a motion to approve the first reading. Paramore seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
Ordinance 12-15, an ordinance establishing the vacation/sick leave compensation for the newly formed fiscal officer position.  This ordinance was placed on a first reading. Paramore made a motion to accept the first reading. Myers seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
Ordinance 12-16, this ordinance provides for the use of blanket purchase orders.  This ordinance was placed on a first reading.  Myers made a motion to approve the first reading of this ordinance. Curtis seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
Ordinance 12-17, an ordinance setting what funds the  utility clerks wages are paid out of.  This ordinance was placed on a first reading.  Myers made a motion to approve the first reading.  Cooke seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.

12-17 UTILITY CLERKS WAGES

Ordinance 12-18, an ordinance allowing the commissioners to bid out the paving for Nadine Street, Kelly Avenue, and Sherman Street.  Martin made a motion to suspend the rules.  Paramore seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
Martin made a motion to pass Ordinance 12-18 on an emergency measure. Cooke seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.

Resolution 12-01, a resolution allowing the administrator to apply for a storm sewer grant from Ohio EPA.  This resolution was placed on a  second reading.  Curtis made a motion to approve the second reading of this ordinance.  Anderson seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
Resolution 12-03, a resolution appointing Shawn Pickworth as the Village Representative for Huron County to the OPWC District 9, Integrating Committee.  This resolution was placed on an emergency measure.  Myers made a motion to suspend the rules. Cooke seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.

Myers made a motion to approve this Resolution on an emergency measure.  Anderson seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.

Resolution 12-04, a resolution accepting Huron County to provide the Emergency Management Service for the Village of New London.  This resolution was placed on a first reading.  Martin made a motion to approve the first reading of this resolution. Cooke seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
The Mayor then asked for any old business. Martin asked when the flag pole was going to be set up.  Shawn stated he has to talk with the Ruritans about this.

Paramore asked about the Well fields.  Are we all clear to sell them. Shawn stated yes.  He will contact the first person that was interested and let her know.


Under new business Myers asked what the activity was at the site of the old marathon station.  Shawn stated that we weren’t sure, but they are in monthly to test that site.
The Mayor then presented the March Monthly statement for approval. Anderson made a motion to approve this. Paramore seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.

The Mayor then asked for approval of Schedule A of the bills to be paid. Anderson made a motion to approve Schedule A. Myers seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
The Mayor then asked for approval of Schedule B of the bills to be paid. Paramore made a motion to approve Schedule B.  Martin seconded the motion. Roll call: Anderson – yes Paramore – yes; Myers – disqualify herself; Cooke – abstain; Curtis – yes; and Martin – yes.
Anderson then made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Martin seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. 
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