REGULAR COUNCIL - AUGUST 12, 2013

Bill Curtis, President Pro-Tem, called the meeting to order in the absence of Mayor Darwin Anderson.  He then asked for a moment of silence followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

Roll call was taken with the following members present: Martin, Curtis, Cooke, Myers, and Paramore.  Anderson was absent.

The Agenda was presented for approval.  Myers made a motion to approve the agenda. Martin seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.  No one opposed.

The Minutes from the July 22 meeting were then presented for approval. Paramore made a motion to approve the minutes. Cooke seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No one opposed.
Bill then asked for a report from the Administrator, Shawn Pickworth.

Shawn stated that the cement work at the water plant has been completed, and the new steel doors have been ordered. 

The Department also fixed a leak on Coleman Court, moved the remaining water taps on First Street, which will allow us to abandon the old 4" line, and replaced a failed valve on Clifton Street.

We have finally received closing instructions from USDA on the SSO Elimination Project, the sewer line project.  We will be meeting with Mr. Bond, and Jones and Henry Engineering on August 20, to review the final plans and bid documents.  The bids will be taken for 90 days, so the project start date is for the end of the year, or beginning of 2014.

We have also asked Jones and Henry to look into the phosphate removal and UV disinfection which is the next requirement that is going to be mandated by the OEPA.

A pre-construction meeting is scheduled for Monday, August 19, on the Prospect Street Bridge project, and we will find out at that time what the start date for the project is.

We also had the bid opening for the Energy Place repaving.  Gerken Paving received the bid at a cost of $26,376.00.  This is approximately $10,000 lower than the estimated cost.

Third Street repaving 2013 CDBG nomination project is being reviewed in Columbus.  Shawn will keep council updated on this application.
Our 1996 International Dump Truck hoist failed and the welds broke away from the hoist frame.  Shawn had gotten three quotes regarding repairing this truck.  They ranged from $15,000 to $9,000.  He has ordered a new bed and hoist from C.F. Clark Equipment Sales in Sandusky.  Shawn felt the truck and chassis is still in good enough shape with 34,000 miles.  He felt that this was the best and cheapest option for the Village.

We are still searching for the replacement rims for the 1986 Ford Backhoe.  

On the Building located uptown.  State Route 60 continues to be closed, and we have not heard anything from Richland County Building Inspectors about any plans being submitted for review or permit requests.  The Village has no stake in this process.  
The Sanitation Department continues to be extremely busy leaving little time for allowing us to work on other projects.   We are mowing abandoned properties and lots, and the charges will be accessed to the property taxes.  Letters are being sent to property/homeowners pertaining with complying with the Village grass Ordinance.

The Park Board is now meeting to finalize plans for the 105th Firelands Labor Day Festival starting August 30 thru September 2.  Festival Flyers can be picked up at our office as well as many businesses around town.  Event registrations can be picked up at our office and can be downloaded from our website.  We also have weekend passes on sale at the Village Office or Gilbert Hardware.  These cost $15.00 per person and cover Saturday, Sunday and Monday.  These are not good for Friday night.  

The Park Board is also hosting a Gun Raffle on October 5, 2013.  There will be 25 Gun raffled, and tickets are $20.00 each or 6 for $100.00.  Tickets can be bought from any park board member, the Village Office, Gilbert Hardware or the Gas Depot.  There is limited Seating, first come first serve, and all FFL Rules apply.  For more information you can contact Joe Thomas at 419-541-6131.

I will also present the Permit to serve alcohol at the Labor Day Festival.  This will be done by the Sons of the American Legion Post #292.

Shawn has also been in contact with several companies concerning our natural gas bills.  He was looking for the best price available, and has a quote for .46700 per /CCF for 12 months, or .47700 per/CCF for 24 months. He will keep council updated.

The Village has sprayed several times for mosquitos, and will continue to do so.  

Shawn has also been working with Poggemeyer Design Group on a possible OPWC Project.  He is looking at two possible projects.  One would be to repair Birch Park Drive and also the storm sewers in that area, or paving Euclid Road. He also asked this firm to give us a quote on updating the Village's Zoning Codes.  This will be brought back to council for their approval.
Several of our Ash Trees in town are dying due to the Ash Bore.  We have already taken a number of these trees down around town.  Unfortunately there are more to do. 

Cooke asked concerning the gas prices if Shawn had checked into the price for propane.  Shawn stated not yet.  Cooke asked who we had now.  Jonna stated Ferrellgas
.
Cooke also reminded Shawn that on the paving of Euclid Road that part of that is in the township.  Shawn stated yes he was aware and if we did do this project we would go to the Township to see if they wanted to do their part of the road at the same time.
Myers asked about the big stones under the Prospect Street Bridge, could we save any of these.  Shawn stated that we have already promised these to Stone Age Creations. 
Shawn also explained that the bridge on Grant Street, where the sidewalk crossed this bridge, the sidewalk part has fallen in and we will be going down to get the large pieces of cement out of the creek.
John Martin asked if you put in for a project on Birch Park Drive are there any plans to widen the street.  Shawn stated no, but there are areas where the asphalt has failed, and if we just pave over it, it will just do the same thing again.  We would also like to address the flooding in the area at the time we repair the street.  Cooke stated that you may need to look into soil stabilization as the soil on that street is very sandy.

Shawn asked if there were any other questions.  There were none.
Bill asked for a report from the Police Department.  Chief Marko stated that along with Firelands Ambulance, the Village Transportation Department, and Firelands Electric, they put on a safety program for children ages 4 - 9.  We feel it was a success.

Shawn stated that he has been notified of a scam going around Huron County.  The people use checks that look like they come from a NAPA Store out of 

A local business has accepted a check from Napa Auto Parts drawn on PNC Bank with a Clyde address.  These checks ARE NOT GOOD.  Please inform all staff accepting checks to watch for these checks and notify your local police department immediately.  (Checks have also been cashed in Clyde)

Bill asked for a report from the Zoning Inspector.  He stated that all was quite.

Bill then asked for any public questions or statements.  
Sherry Edwards took the floor.  She represented the New London Methodist Day Care Center.

Sherry gave a lot of research over to Mr. Bond.  This research concerns sexual predators.  She stated that we have several in town and she is worried for the children of New London.  At this point these individuals can go anywhere in New London with no problem.  She was asking council to look into and maybe approve and ordinance or resolution stating that these individuals are not allowed near schools, parks, or where children are.  She gave several examples of these types of ordinances which other cities have passed. Council was all in agreement that our attorney Mr. Bond look into this and get back with them.  Bill Curtis, stated that we have to watch how we do this as there are rules about violating their civil rights. Steve Bond took the examples with him and will review them and then get back to our council and let them know what the next step is.

Bill asked if there were any other public questions or comments.  There were none.
He then presented Ordinance 13-18, an ordinance amending the 2013 appropriations for a third and final reading.  Cooke made a motion to approve this ordinance. Myers seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No one was opposed.

Ordinance 13-19, an ordinance accepting the updated employee handbook was presented for a first reading.  Martin made a motion to approve the updated handbook. Myers seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No one opposed.

Resolution 13-05- A resolution allowing the Fiscal Officer to enter into contract with the Auditor of state for the purpose of obtaining the UAN bookkeeping system.  Emergency Reading.
Myers made a motion to suspend the rules. Paramore seconded the motion. Roll call: Martin -yes; Cooke - yes; Myers - yes; Paramore - yes; and Curtis - yes.

Cooke then made a motion to approve Resolution 13-05 on an emergency measure.  Myers seconded the motion. Roll call: Curtis-yes; Paramore - yes; Myers - yes; Cooke - yes; and Martin -yes.

Resolution 13-06, a resolution correcting the withholding amounts on Police Pension which became effective as of July 7, 2013.  This Resolution was placed on an emergency measure.  Cooke made a motion to suspend the rules.  Martin seconded the motion. Roll call: Martin - yes; Cooke - yes; Myers - yes; Paramore - yes and Curtis - yes.
Paramore then made a motion to pass Resolution 13-06 on an emergency measure. Myers seconded the motion. Roll call: Martin -yes; Curtis-yes; Myers -yes; Paramore - yes and Cooke -yes.

Resolution 13-08- A resolution allowing the Village Administrator to apply for OPWC (Ohio Public Works Commission) grant monies.  This Resolution was placed on a first reading. Myers made a motion to approve the first reading. Paramore seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No one opposed.
Bill then asked for any old business.  There was none.

He then asked for new business.  Martin made a motion to allow the Sons of American Legion to run the Beer tent and serve alcohol at the Firelands Festival. Cooke seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No one opposed.

Myers stated there is an open pit in front of the Old Elevator and thought we should look into this.  She has received several complaints about it.  Bill Curtis will mention this to the owner of the property.
Martin also asked the Administrator to look into an issue at the Corner of Third and Park concerning a storm drain.  The Administrator said they have and they will be trying to jet this drain out and put some root be gone down it.  
Bill then presented the July Monthly Statement for approval. Paramore made a motion to approve the statement. Cooke seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No one opposed.

Schedule "A" of the bills to be approved was presented to council. Myers made a motion to approve Schedule "A". Cooke seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No one opposed.

Schedule "B" of the Approval of bills was then presented to council for approval. Paramore made a motion to approve Schedule B. Martin seconded the motion. Roll call: Martin -yes; Cooke - abstain; Myers- Disqualify herself; Paramore - yes; and Curtis yes.

Martin then made a motion to enter into executive session for the purpose of discussing personnel.  Cooke seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No One opposed.

Cooke then made a motion to return to regular session. Myers seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
Cooke made a motion to move Steven Kwiatkowski from part time to full time position in the Sanitation Department.  Myers seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No One opposed.

Myers then made a motion to adjourn. Cooke seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
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