REGULAR COUNCIL - AUGUST  13, 2012

Bill Curtis, President Pro-Tem of Council called the meeting to order in the absence of Mayor Darwin Anderson.
Roll call was taken with the following members present:  Bill Curtis, John Martin, Stuart Cooke, Janice Myers, Marion Paramore, and Myrt Anderson

The Agenda was presented for approval.  Myers made a motion to approve the Agenda. Paramore seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.  No Nays.
The Minutes from the July 23 meeting were then presented for approval. Anderson made a motion to approve the minutes. Martin seconded the motion. Roll call – Martin – yes; Cooke – abstain; Curtis -  yes; Myers –yes, Paramore – yes; and Anderson – yes.

Bill then asked for the Administrators report.
Shawn informed council that the water plant produced over 30,000,000 gallons of water last month.

He also had received a phone call from North Fairfield’s Mayor.  They asked about getting some of our old water meters that we were scrapping out.  Shawn stated that he allowed them to come over and go through our meters, and then when they replace their old meters they will return them to us to scrap out. We will just trade them our old meters for their bad ones.
He had sent out the pool letters explaining how the village will be billing if you no longer have a pool.  He had some comments back on this.
John had the pumping station cleaned out last week.  They sucked about3 foot of silt out of there.  We should plan on doing this every two years.
The Storm Sewer Project on East Fir is finished. We finally received the new catch basin and got it installed.
The SSO elimination project continues, we had a conference call with Jones and Henry last week, and On August 16, there will be a representative from Jones & Henry, RCAP, and USDA here to review New London and look at the projects that have been done in the past.

We had a problem this past weekend on High Street with a sewer line, and we had a couple of guys working on it to get it going again.

The Street Department has been painting the cross walks and parking places around town.  This makes the downtown area look so much nicer.  They have also installed new parking signs by the library, and also added a handicapped parking place.
We have completed some more dumpsters with wheel on them.  Shawn asked them to make two more that will only be used at the Garage.  Also the garbage truck is running better, but we still have problems with the packing unit, and the company is coming to adjust the controls.

Shawn has talked with some companies that might be interested in using our wood chips for heating.  He will continue the search and keep council informed.
We signed a real estate agreement for right away acquisition for the Prospect Street Bridge Project, and this project is on target for Spring 2013.
The new heating and air project for the municipal building is moving along slower than what we thought, but the new units are on the roof now.

Shawn told council he would be gone tomorrow and Wednesday as he is attending a conference put on by RCAP.  He also stated that we are working with the buyer for the well fields and Mr. Bond.  That should be moving along. 
Stuart asked about the reservoir is it down.  John Stated it is down over 2 feet right now, but we are still okay, even with selling water to other entities. 
Bill then asked for a report from the Recreation Department.

Joe Thomas said he had a good comments about the circus, other than it was very hot at the afternoon show.  The park made approximately $1500.00 off of this.  He also informed council that they have the restrooms by the beach open now, they have been repaired and cleaned. 
He also told council that he has 34 teams registered for the Labor Day Festival Softball tournament, and we have 104 camping sites, and they are all full now.  He has been sending other campers to make reservations at the reservoir with the same deal as the park.

He also wanted to let everyone know that you can buy a 3 day pass for the festival for $15.00 (which saves you $3.00) at the Village Office or Gilbert Hardware. 
Chief Marko then took the floor and told council he had met with Sam Alonso from Reminderville about the car that we were going to purchase.  Mr. Alonso had informed the chief that the car they were getting to replace this one was on back order and he didn’t know when it would be available. Chief decided not to take the second car from Reminderville, and he will start looking at pricing on a new car.

He stated he will bring all figures back to council when the time comes, and he would also like permission to sell one of our old cars.  Marion Paramore stated he felt good with that.  John Martin and Janice agreed.  Steve will write an ordinance concerning this to be put on the agenda at the next meeting.

Stuart asked if we could use the equipment from the old cars in the new car, or would the new car come with the equipment.  Chief stated he didn’t know if the old equipment would be compatible with the new cars but he would check into this and let council know when he comes up with the figures for a new car.
Bill Curtis then gave the report from Firelands Ambulance.  They had 34 runs in July.  They also had a good turn out for the open houses.

Bob James then gave a zoning report.  He had received a couple emails from Steve today, concerning the Cotter Property on Fir Street  it may be sold and the new buyer would be responsible for cleaning it up.  We are still proceeding with the court case.  He also informed council that a judgment entry was filed on the West Washburn Street properties.
The owner met with Bob last week, and he told Bob he is going to clean this up.  Bob told him that we would need to see contracts from Contractors proving that he is in the process of cleaning these areas up.  The owner stated that he may have the property sold.
Other than that he has only given out a couple of fence permits.

Steve Bond stated that citizens came in about a year ago and complained about this property and we went to court, the owners are not fighting us they are just ignoring us, and the Village can only do so much, but at least now we are getting some where.
Bill Curtis asked for any public questions or statements.  Ken Kosic took the floor.  He stated he was in attendance to  public praise the police department.  He stated this department is professional, and courteous. He didn’t ever want to have to deal with the police, but after taking over as managers of an apartment complex he has had to have them come down a couple of times, and the police were very courteous to everyone, and very professional.  He told council that we were lucky to have this type of professionals on our police department. He said what ever you are paying these men it is not enough. People don’t realize what they go through doing their job. He also stated that we wouldn’t have the problems we have now if we had a community that backed them.

Mr. Kosic then stated that Mr. Chapin was also very helpful.  He stated that John came down and showed him where the shut offs were on the property he manages.  He continued by stating that he cannot praise both departments enough.

Bill then presented Ordinance 12-28, an ordinance amending the commercial section of the zoning code.  Marion stated that the Zoning Board met and they did not recommend this ordinance.  The ordinance died for lack of a motion.
Ordinance 12-30, an ordinance amending the section on commercial zoning was placed on a first reading. Marion made a motion to approve the first reading. Myrt seconded the motion.  John Martin then had a question on this ordinance.  He asked how this was to be enforced,  who makes the decisions.  Bob James stated if you receive complainants from neighbors he would look into this and then follow the ordinance.  If the property owner objects they can come to council for an appeal.

Bill then asked for roll call.  They were all ayes, and no one was opposed.
Steve Bond then stated that the clerk would have to schedule a public hearing before the third and final reading.
Ordinance 12-32 an ordinance amending the pool meters was placed on a second reading.  Myers made a motion to approve the second reading. Cooke seconded the motion. Roll call – all ayes.  No one was opposed.
Ordinance 12-33, an ordinance allowing the Village administrator to enter into contract with USDA for the purchase of a fire truck.  This ordinance was placed on an emergency reading.  Myers made a motion to suspend the rules.  Anderson seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.

Myers then made a motion to pass Ordinance 12-33 on an emergency measure.  Cooke seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No one was opposed.

Bill then asked for any old business.  Myers asked if Shawn had scheduled any safety meetings yet.  Shawn stated no, but he will.
John Martin then asked the Chief if it was possible to put an officer downtown during the day to watch for the U-turn that happen in the business area.  This is dangerous.  Chief will work on this.

Jonna then presented the request from the Eagles Club 2869 for a beer permit for the Labor Day Festival.  Marion made a motion to allow the permit. Martin seconded the motion. Roll call – all ayes.  No one was opposed. 

Martin then made a motion to approve the July Monthly statement. Cooke seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.  No one opposed.
Bill then presented Schedule A of the bills to be paid. Myers made a motion to approve Schedule A. Cooke seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.  No one opposed.

Schedule B was then presented.  Paramore made a motion to approve Schedule B. Martin seconded the motion. Roll call: Martin – yes; Cooke –abstain, Myers – disqualify herself; Paramore – yes; and Anderson – yes.

Martin then made a motion to enter in executive session for the discussion of zoning personnel and the job description.  Cooke seconded the motion,. Roll call all ayes. Non one opposed.

Cooke then made  a  motion to return to regular session. Anderson seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No one opposed.

Anderson then made a  motion to adjourn. Cooke seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No one was opposed.
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