REGULAR COUNCIL - AUGUST 26, 2013

The Mayor called the meeting to order.  He then gave the invocation, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
Roll call was taken with the following members present: Martin, Curtis, Cooke, Myers, Paramore and Anderson.

Also present: Gary Vermillion, Lynn Phillip, Gracie Thomas, Joe Thomas, Chief Marko and Ellen Simmons.
The Mayor then asked for approval of the Agenda.  Myers made a motion to approve the agenda. Cooke seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.

The Minutes from the August 12, 2013 meeting were then presented for approval. Martin made a motion to approve the minutes. Curtis seconded the motion. Martin - yes; Curtis - yes; Cooke - yes; Myers - yes; Paramore -yes, and Anderson - abstain.
The Mayor then asked for a report from the Administrator, Shawn Pickworth.
Shawn stated the following:  In preparing for the Prospect Street Bridge Project, a new water line will be bored under the water way and then will have to be connect at each end with 2 new valves.  When this happens it will cause us to shut down a section of the main that will impact some of the businesses downtown.  We do not expect the water to be off for more than a few hours during this process and we will have to issue a boil alert once service is restored.  All this work will be done by a contract due to the funding of the project.  John Chapin and our water crew will be onsite making sure everything goes as planned and will be ready to help if needed.  John has contacted the business that we believe will be impacted during this process.  Also the water crew has been out repairing roads that have been dug up due to repairs made to water lines around town in the past year.
The SSO Elimination Project (sewer project): A meeting was held here in New London with the Village Officials, Mr. Steve Bond, our attorney, and representatives from Jones and Henry Engineering on August 20th.  We reviewed the bid Documents and Advertisement that will be used for bidding the project.  Project will be advertised starting August 29, 2013 and bid opening is scheduled for 12:00 pm on September 24, 2013 in our Village Council Chambers.

Also the sewer department has drained and made needed repairs to the sludge collectors, and are refilling the clarifier.  Once this is done, they will begin working on the South Clarifier.  The Imhoff Tank, is being repaired also, doing some re-piping and cement repairs.  The tank will be taken out of service once all the preliminary work has been completed.  This should take approximately 2 weeks to complete.

The Prospect Street Bridge Project held a pre-construction meeting on August 19, 2013 at ODOT in Ashland.  The project start date is September 3, 2013.  The work is being done by Terra Valley Excavating, R.W. Robinson, from Bellville, Ohio.

Shawn asked for permission to submit on the Mayor's behalf a grant request from OPWC (Ohio Public Works Commission) for a project called Phase 1 - "Birch Park Drive Improvement Project".  This project will address flooding issues on Fairhome Street and Birch Park Drive along with rehabilitation of the street surface as well as areas below the subsurface.  The Project cost is estimated at $305,500.00.  I am asking for $122,000 (40% Grant) and $128,000 (42% Loan) with 0 percent interest over 20 years.  This will include a Village match of $55,000.  I believe by asking for the money in this way, we have the best opportunity to receive the funding.  He stated he has put a resolution on the agenda tonight and ask that it be passed by emergency, as the application has to be submitted by September 6.
We are still searching for replacement front rims for the 1986 Ford Backhoe, and right now he has a machine shop looking into whether they can make these rims or modify some to fit.

The Village is still mowing some abandoned properties throughout the Village.  The charges for this will be assessed to the property taxes.

The Final preparations are under way for the 105th Firelands Labor Day Festival that will be held this weekend starting on August 30 through September 2.  The Festival Flyers can be picked up at our office as well as many businesses around town.  Event registration forms can be picked up at our office, or obtained through our website at www.newlondonohio.com.

The Park will also hold a gun raffle on October 5.  This will be our first annual gun raffle, and there will be 25 guns raffled.  The tickets are $20.00 each or 6 for $100.00.  Tickets can be purchased from all park board members, the Village Office, Gilberts Hardware or The Gas Depot.  All FFL Rules Apply.

The second bid opening on the Hileman Building was help on August 19, 2013 in Norwalk.  The winning bidder was Seitz Design & construction for $18,860.00.  This will cover the cost of the ADA remolding of the restrooms, and the new floor in the Hileman Building.

The Old Fire Station has been sold.  Engraving by Steve has finished the purchase of the Fire Station located at 21 South Main Street.

Shawn has also after comparing rates on the natural gas, signed a contract with Aspen Energy for natural gas for the Village at a fixed rate of .467 per/CCF for 24 months.  We were paying .5514 per/ CCF from our old supplier for a savings of .0844per/ CCF.  

Bob James and Shawn met with a representative of Poggemeyer Design Group concerning the updating of our Village's Zoning Codes.  I have asked for a proposal and then will ask the representative to meet with our Zoning and Planning Commission to discuss the proposal and then I will bring it to council for their review.

John Chapin met with the joint Fire & Rescue District discussing the impact of the closer of State Route 250 & 162 in Fitchville.  The closer is to replace the bridge crossing of the Vermillion River.  The Road is slated to close sometime in October and be closed for more than a year.

Shawn also wanted to welcome North Central Ag to the community.  They have now taken possession of the building formally owned by Military Projects.  They have begun to move from Ashland to New London.

Shawn asked if there were any questions.  Cooke asked where we get our propane for the water plant from.  Jonna stated Ferrellgas, and right now that is the best price we can get.

Joe Thomas then reported on the park. He stated that he would like to thank the Park Board Members: Jan Myers, Bill Curtis, Dennis Goetze, Chris Kelly, John Benci, Emory Bateson, Raymar Davidson and Dick Sutherland.  They have helped get ready for this weekend.  They have gone over and above getting the park and everything ready.  He just wanted to give them a big thank you.
The Mayor then asked for a report from the Police Department. Chief Marko stated that they are ready for the festival and there is nothing more to report at this time.  He did want to thank the Firelands Ambulance for the use of their building for safety town, and we look forward to presenting this again next year.
The Mayor then asked for any public questions or statement.  Gary Vermillion took the floor. He was representing MCC Drilling, a Medina Fuel Company, from Coschton, Ohio.  He stated they have been in business for over 50 years. He was in attendance to ask Council's permission to be able to drill on land that abuts the village's land south of the reservoir on Greenwich Townline road. He stated that they are willing to pay $5,000 for this, and actually they will never set foot on our property.
Cooke asked if this is a straight vertical well, not a horizontal well.  Mr. Vermillion stated yes it is only vertical.  Jonna asked what about the run-off water or debris from the drilling.  Mr. Vermillion stated that the company must follow EPA rules, and clean everything up and take it to an approve EPA Site.

Mr. Vermillion stated that the Village would receive a percentage of 1/8 of the proceeds from the well if they did hit oil.  
Cooke asked Mr. Bond if he had reviewed the contract.  Mr. Bond stated yes he had and he had previously talked with Mr. Vermillion.  He did not see anything out of the ordinary in the contract.

The Mayor then asked for any other public questions or statements there were none.
He then presented Ordinance 13-19, an ordinance amending the employee handbook.  This ordinance was placed on a third and final reading. Curtis made a motion to approve the third and final reading. Paramore seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.

Resolution 13-07, a resolution allowing the Village Administrator to apply for OPWC grant monies was placed on an emergency reading.
Myers made a motion to suspend the rules. Cooke seconded the motion. Roll call: Martin - yes; Curtis - yes; Cooke - yes; Myers - yes and Anderson - yes.
Paramore then made a motion to approve Resolution 13-07 on an emergency basis.  Martin seconded the motion. Roll call: Anderson -yes; Paramore - yes; Myers - yes; Cooke - yes; Curtis - yes; and Martin yes.
Ordinance 13-18, an ordinance allowing the Mayor and Village Administrator to enter into contract with MCC Drilling.  This ordinance was placed on an emergency.  Stuart made a motion to suspend the rules. Myers seconded the motion. Roll call: Martin -yes; Curtis -yes; Cooke - yes; Myers - yes; Paramore - yes; and Anderson - yes.
Curtis then made a motion to pass Ordinance 13-18 on an emergency. Paramore seconded the motion. Roll call: Anderson -yes; Paramore - yes; Myers - yes; Cooke - yes; Curtis -yes; and Martin - yes.

Cooke asked the money made from this Drilling be put in the Recreation Department. Steve Bond stated he would present an ordinance allowing this at the next meeting.
The Mayor then made a motion to approve the bills to be paid. Curtis made a motion to approve the bills. Cooke seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.

Anderson then made a motion to adjourn. Martin seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. Meeting adjourned.
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