REGULAR COUNCIL - AUGUST 27, 2012

The Mayor called the meeting to order.  He then gave the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

Roll call was taken with the following members present: Martin, Curtis, Cooke, Myers, Paramore, and Anderson.

Also present: Vicki Missler, Jim Finley, Lynn Phillips, Chief Marko, Chief Chapin, Tina Vanderhoof, and Bob James.
The Mayor asked for approval of the Agenda.  Cooke made a motion to approve the agenda. Myers seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
The Minutes from the August 13 meeting were then presented for approval.  Martin made a motion to approve the minutes. Paramore seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
The Mayor then asked for a report from the Administrator.
Shawn stated that the water department discovered and fixed a major water leak at the Reservoir Park, that one John believed was up to 50,000 gallons per day.  They have also found another major leak at the main water valve at the New London Schools.  They have made arrangements with the school to shut off all of the water on September 4th, as school is closed that day, and repair this leak.  They have also found another leak on Johnson Drive, and will be calling in the leak locater to help pin point where this leak is so it can be dug up and repaired.

The SSO Elimination project is moving forward.  Jonna, Shawn, and John met with representatives from the USDA, Jones & Henry and Pam Ewing from RCAP to discuss finances, and work on final questions concerning the engineering.  The USDA was impressed with our village and the funding for the project sounds promising.
Jones and Henry then took a tour of the waste water plant and looked at what will be needed for the future.
Shawn will meet with Richland Engineering this week and was told we have a new acquisition agent to help acquire the property that is needed to repair the bridge.
The Park board met on August 20 to finalize the plans for the Firelands Festival to be held starting August 31, to September 3.  Shawn told council that he is very impressed with the all of the volunteers that help during the labor day festival.  He also wanted to thank the Ruritan Club for the installation of the new roof on the pavilion by the basketball court, and also Chuck Thomas who donated 100 ton of sand for the Volleyball pits.
Shawn also informed council that on September 6, at 1:00 pm the Huron County Health Department will hold a public hearing to discuss the increase in rates.  With the rates that they have suggested for next year, it would double our rates at the Reservoir, and the rate at the Recreation park would be 4 times the amount we have paid this year.  These rates are our Camping permits, and beach permits.  This is not good news, as we would have to pass this increase onto our campers.

Shawn announced that on September 24th, the council meeting will start at 6:30 to be able to hold the public hearing on the changes in the zoning code concerning the outdoor storage of materials.

Shawn then asked permission to increase the amount we are spending on the HVAC System for the Municipal Building.  It was discovered that the original design had a unit that cost $1428.00 which would be installed in the room we call the radio room.  After getting into the construction or installation of this equipment it was discovered that the original design would not work in that room, and it will cost us another $7974.00 to correct this situation and upgrade the unit to the one that will work.

The Village Office will be closed on September 14, due to the wiring of the new HVAC system, and also on this day, Firelands Electric will be installing a new pole outside our village office.  We have made arrangements to have a small generator running that will keep our Village Police Department’s critical equipment running for them to maintain operations.
Jonna and Melissa attended a meeting with the County Auditor concerning the funds we receive from the State that help our Police and Fire Departments.  They found out that our funds will be cut by 26% again this year.  Although the state has a  surplus in their coffers.  We need the public to ask why, we need them to write to our representatives and ask why they keep cutting the local governments.

Shawn attended the OPWC District 9 meeting on August 17,  and the OPWC Round 26 applications are due by September 7, 2012, and we are submitting a project for this concerning our SSO Elimination Project.

Shawn has been appointed by the County Commissioners to set on the County Revolving Loan Board.

Shawn informed council that Melissa has been working closely with Vicki Missler concerning our health insurance, and later in the meeting Vicki will be explaining this.

There were no questions.
The Mayor asked if there was a report from the water/ sewer department.  John stated no he did not have anything to present.

The Mayor asked for a report from Chief Marko.  Chief stated he had hoped to have figures to present to council tonight concerning the new police car, but he does not.  He would ask that you hold off on this until he does, and also he found out that there might be some money with the USDA and he would like to check into this further. 
Bill Curtis reported that there was nothing new to report from Firelands Ambulance service other then they have been very busy.
Bob James then reported on zoning, he had talked with the proposed buyer of the Cotter property and she gave him a purchase agreement, and a letter of intent to have this property cleaned up within 30 days. Mr. Bond stated that she cannot purchase the property until the lawsuit is dropped, so he suggested that we go ahead and cancel this to allow her the time to clean the property up and purchase it.

Bob stated he also gave Mr. Bond the contracts for the Shafter Property on West Washburn.  The contractors will be putting in new windows, doors, and a new roof.  Mr. Bond suggested that we don’t do anything with this property until we see that it is cleaned up, we can still file against them in the future if the property is not cleaned up.
Vicki Missler then took the floor and explained the health insurance quotes that she has received.  The renewal came through 27% higher for next year.   Our new premium is $17080.82 compared to $13,449.67 this year.  We have added an employee, and our employees have had babies, and there has been use on the HRA plan, we have spent $4,000 on the HRA so far this year.
Vicki stated that she has ran our employees with every company, and Starmark seems to be the best choice. 
Marion stated that he felt we should stay with StarMark it seems like the best choice.

Vicki asked Council to think about this and she will get back to them to see what they want to do.
The Mayor asked for any public questions or statements.  There were no questions.
The Mayor then presented Ordinance 12-30, an ordinance concerning Outside Storage was presented for a 2nd reading.  Myers made a motion to approve the second reading of this ordinance. Martin seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
Ordinance 12-32, an ordinance concerning the pool meters was placed on a  third and final reading.  Cooke made a motion to approve the third and final reading of this ordinance. Curtis seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.

Ordinance 12-33b – an ordinance allowing the Village Administrator to enter into contract for the purchase of a fire truck was placed on an emergency reading. Myers made a motion to suspend the rules. Martin seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.

Roll call all ayes.

Cooke then asked what type of truck this is.  John Chapin stated it is a Ford F150 with a slide in utility box, this will be used for brush fires, injury accidents, and so forth.

Myers then made a motion to approve Ordinance 12-33b on an emergency measure. Martin seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.

Ordinance 12-34, an ordinance authorizing the police chief to enter into contract for a police car.  Cooke made a motion to table this ordinance until figures could be presented.  Martin seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.

Ordinance 12-35, an ordinance relative to the processing of documents in connection with enforcement of the zoning ordinance.  This ordinance was placed on a first reading. Cooke made a motion to approve the first reading.  Martin seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.

Ordinance 12-36, an ordinance simplifying voting for council was placed on a first reading.  Myers made a motion to approve the first reading of this ordinance. Paramore seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.

Resolution 12-09, a resolution to accept the County Auditors figures for the 2013 appropriations was placed on a 1st reading.  Cooke made a motion to accept the figures. Curtis seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
The Mayor then asked for any old business.  John Martin then informed council he had two items to present.  One the Boy  Scout cabin.  He stated the Boy Scouts leadership is ready to sign a contract concerning the boy scout cabin. He will take care of getting the signatures and then bring it back to council for approval.

Cooke asked if Mr. Bond had reviewed this.  Mr. Bond stated yes, it is the one he presented to council about 6 months ago.

John Martin had passed out information for everyone concerning the Memorial Park by the Library.  The American Legion and a citizens group would like to erect a monument in this area to honor the soldiers of the Middle East Conflicts.  He had talked with them, and he had given out a picture of what he thought would look nice, and he had also given them a drawing of what the group would like.  He stated he didn’t want this area to get to congested and not look nice, he also felt that all branches of the military should be included.  Marion asked if this drawing was located around the civil war statue that is already there.  John stated no, but that would be a good idea.  There was much discussion and questions on this.  Tina Vanderhoof then took the floor and explained that this monument would not be for one person,  they would like to place a plaque there stating that this monument was given in memory of Sgt Carroll, but it would be for all those in the Middle Eastern Conflicts. They have a landscaper that is donating his time, and Heath White from Stone Age Creations will be donating his time and material. They felt that they could sell bricks that anyone could purchase to put down in memory of someone that had been in the military or who passed away while in the military.

It was decided to take John’s ideas back to the landscaper and see what they come up with, and then check on the area to see if there is enough room to do this whole project.

The Mayor then presented the bills to be paid.  Anderson made a motion to approve the bills to be paid. Paramore seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.

Anderson made a motion to adjourn. Martin seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
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