NEW LONDON VILLAGE COUNCIL

Regular Meeting – Monday, December 22, 2014 @ 7 p.m.

Council President John Martin called the meeting to order.  He then gave the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
Roll call was then taken with the following members present: Myers, Cooke, Martin, and Paramore.  Winslow and Curtis were absent.  
Also present: Ellen Simmons, Steve Bond, Tim Brown, Bob James and Chief Marko. 

John then asked for approval of the agenda.  Paramore made a motion to approve the agenda.  Cooke seconded the motion.  Roll call - all ayes.  No one opposed.
The minutes from the regular meeting held on December 8, 2014 were then presented for approval.  Myers made a motion to approve the minutes.  Paramore seconded the motion.  Roll Call – all ayes.  No one opposed.
John asked for any public questions or statements.
Ellen Simmons took the floor to let everyone know that Rails to Trails (New London to Greenwich section) is submitting a grant for funding in the amount of $200,000.  Rails to Trails (New London to Greenwich section) have been working on this project for about the last six years.  They are very excited that things are finally moving along.
John then called for a report from the Administrator.  Shawn presented the following:
Water

Our water loss is remaining to stay down around 13%. This is a huge improvement, many water leaks were found during the sewer project plus a few major leaks that the crew had been looking for over a year was found and repaired. 

Wastewater

Gearbox failure on the North Clarifier. 

SSO Elimination Project – December 11, 2015 field meeting minute are attached. Layne Inliner (Slip Line Crew) is not expected to be here until January 5, 2015 and expected to be here for approximately 6 weeks. Layne Inliner will be hanging door hangers on effected residents that they will be lining the sewer lines that connects to their property. The door hangers will provide the effected residents with information that they will need to do while this process is taking place. It is not expected to be a major inconvenience and should only last that day.

UUI was back in town on December 17, 2014 to connect a sewer tap that had been over looked on Walnut Street.
Street

Crews are trying to keep up with the pot holes.  

Sanitation

Garbage pickups for the week of Christmas and the week of New Year’s will be Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday. Regular schedules will resume the week of January 5, 2015.

I have provided Council with information regarding our Sanitation Department and the need for a rate increase. This is not an easy decision and a lot of consideration has gone into process. Once a decision is made we will need an Ordinance passed by Council.  We have a number of dumpsters in need of repair. 

Parks

Breakfast with Santa was a success. Everyone seemed to have a good time.  Cornhole League is underway. There are 14 teams that play every Monday night.  Already working on events for next year. Have commitments from 4 Band already for “Rockin the Rez” in July 2015.
 Other

Holiday Office Hours – the Village will be closing the office Wednesday, December 24, 2014 @ 12:00 Noon and reopen on Monday, December 29, 2014. Closed again on January 1, 2015 and reopen on January 5, 2015. Both Friday, December 26 & Friday, January 2 will be use as Vacation Time or Personal Time.

Spoke with a representative from Aspen Energy about if the Village would be interested in entering an aggregation program for our residents. There are over 300 communities in the State of Ohio that are now doing this. The Village of Wakeman has recently passed Ordinance to put this on the May ballot. This would give our residents the opportunity to get the best pricing for Natural Gas either on a yearly basis or a 2 year basis. If a resident doesn’t want to participate they also have that option. I would like to have a Representative from Aspen Energy to present this program to Council at the January 12, 2015 Council meeting. Attached is some information forwarded from Aspen Energy.

John then asked for a report from the Water/Sewer Dept.   There was nothing to report.
John then asked for a report from the Police Chief.  Chief had nothing to report.
John then asked if there was anything new from Zoning.  Bob stated that we will have to reschedule a zoning meeting after the start of 2015.  
John then presented Ordinance 14-31 – An ordinance amending sections 181.01 & 181.03 of the Codified Ordinances of the Village of New London on first reading.  Myers made a motion to approve the third and final reading of Ord. 14-31.  Cooke seconded the motion.  Roll call – all ayes.  No one opposed. 

John then presented Ordinance 14-33 – An ordinance adopting the 2015 Annual Appropriations for the operation of the Village of New London on second reading.  Paramore made a motion to approve the second reading of Ord. 14-33.  Cooke seconded the motion.  Roll call – all ayes.  No one opposed.

John then presented Ordinance 14-35 – An ordinance authorizing the position of Police Lieutenant and amending the Village Employee handbook on first reading.  Cooke made a motion to approve the first reading of Ord. 14-35.  Paramore seconded the motion.  Roll call – all ayes.  No one opposed.  

John then presented Ordinance 14-36 – An ordinance amending the 2014 appropriations for the Village of New London on first reading.  Myers made a motion to approve the first reading of Ord. 14-36.  Cooke seconded the motion.  Roll call – all ayes.  No one opposed.
John then called for Old Business – Shawn stated that Nellie Timbs is in the process of moving out of her trailer at the reservoir.  Nellie is selling the trailer for $5,000 or best offer. Shawn didn’t know if council would be interested in purchasing the trailer.  Council stated they were not interested in purchasing the trailer at this time.
John then called for New Business – John then stated that he has been contacted by Gayle Ashbaker, who currently is appointed to serve on the New London Proceeds Corporation Board.  She would like removed from her current appointment.  John stated that any Village resident only, who would be interested in serving on the board, should submit a letter of intent to the Village Office by January 9, 2015.
John then presented the monthly bills for approval.  Paramore made a motion to approve the bills.  Myers seconded the motion. Roll call – all ayes.  No one opposed.
Myers then made a motion to suspend the rules and go into Executive Session for the discussion of personnel.  Paramore seconded the motion.  Roll Call:  Martin – Yes; Paramore – Yes; Myers – Yes; Cooke – Yes.  

Myers made a motion to return to regular session.  Paramore seconded the motion.  Roll Call – all ayes.  No one opposed.

Myers made a motion to adjourn.  Cooke seconded the motion.  Roll call – all ayes.  No one opposed.
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