Regular council meeting - December 23, 2013

Jonna Rowland called the meeting to order.  She asked that council nominate a member to preside over the meeting in the absence of the Mayor and Council President.
Paramore nominated John Martin. Myers seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.

Martin then asked for a moment of silence, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

Roll call was taken with the following members present: Martin, Paramore, Myers and Cooke.

Also present: Chief Marko, John Chapin, Steve Bond, Jim Finley and Lynn Phillips.

Myers made a motion to approve the agenda. Cooke seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No one opposed.
Martin presented the minutes from the December 9, meeting for approval.  Cooke made a motion to approve the minutes. Paramore seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
Martin asked for a report from Administrator.  John Chapin gave a report in the absence of Shawn Pickworth. 

John stated he really didn't have anything to report.  He did say that we received approximately 3.65 inches of rain total.  He did know that some house on Birch Park Drive had water in their basements, but North Main, and West Main did not flood.

Paramore asked about Fair Home as it looked good also.  John stated when we took the trees down on New London Avenue it helped the storm sewers as the roots from the trees were blocking the draining. 
John reported that he, Shawn and the Water Department attended the pre-construction meeting with Underground Utilities and USA.  The Contractor is going to start on December 30.  They will start at the Waste water Treatment plant and move south to North Railroad.  At some point North Main will be closed during the day for this construction.

Cooke asked what the best route going north out of town would be.  John stated the By-pass.  John stated until they get past Washburn Street, the By-pass is going to be the best route.  ODOT was at the pre-construction meeting so they are well aware of the plans. 
The Contractor will be working 4 10 hour days, Monday thru Thursday, unless they run into rain and then they will work on Friday.  They will be working from 7:00 am to 5:00 pm.  Myers asked how the citizens are going to get in and out of their driveways.  John stated that the contractor is planning on trying to be accommodating.  There are going to be days where it is going to be very frustrating and we hope the citizens understand this.  The contractor is going to have to make cuts across the road, and the roads are going to be torn up as well.

John Martin then asked for a report from the Police Department. Chief Marko stated that the only thing he had to present was that he would have the 2013 figures for council at the next meeting.
John M asked if there were any public questions or statements.  There were none.
John M. then presented Ordinance 13-25, an ordinance employing the solicitor for a third and final reading.  Cooke made a motion to approve this ordinance. Myers seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.  No one opposed.
Ordinance 13-26, an ordinance approving the 2014 appropriations was then placed on a second reading.  Myers made a motion to approve the second reading. Paramore seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
Ordinance 13-28, an ordinance setting up the funds to handle the USDA Loan and SSO project was then placed on a first reading. Cooke made a motion to approve the first reading of this ordinance. Myers seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
Ordinance 13-29, an ordinance changing the utility billing to actual monthly readings was placed on a first reading.
Myers asked if there was an increase in the cost.  She didn't understand the figures that were presented.

John stated that first we presently bill on a quarterly basis.  Your minimum usage is 5,000 gallons per quarter.  So we took this and used a 6,000 minimum usage so our rates would stay the same for the actual, but you actually would be billed for the 6,000 instead of the 5,000 gallons.  This would give a minimum usage billed at 2,000 gallons a month.  
Myers asked about the sanitation rates, have they gone up.  John stated no, we just added all of the utility ordinances together into one. 
Cooke asked that there be no increases in the water or sewer.  He asked that John refigure the rates to keep them the same as they are now.  He would like to watch it for a year, and then revisit it.  John stated at the new price it would be $1.22 more a month, but he will look into this and bring it back to council for their review.
Cooke made a motion to approve the first reading of this ordinance Myers seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
Ordinance 13-30, an ordinance stating where a "clean-out" is installed within the village right of way, the village shall assume ownership and maintenance responsibility for the public sewer system ending at the clean out. - This ordinance was placed on a first reading.  Myers made a motion to approve this ordinance. Cooke asked what this was about. John stated that years ago we made a rule that the customer owned from the main to the house, but we couldn't find this in writing, and we wanted to define this, and as we are putting in a new main, and clean outs on the system, we wanted to define the ownership of the clean outs.
Cooke then seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.

Ordinance 13-31, an ordinance allowing the fiscal officer to transfer $6,000 from the General Fund to the Street Fund was then placed on a first reading.  Cooke made a motion to approve the transfer.  Paramore seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
Resolution 13-09, authorizing certain village officials to approve pay requests in connection with the Sewer Project.  This Resolution was placed on a first reading. 

Cooke made a motion to approve the first reading of this resolution. Myers seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.

John M then asked for any old business.  There was none.  John then asked for any new business.  There was none.
John M. then asked for approval of schedule "A" of the bills to be paid.  Myers made a motion to approve the bills. Paramore seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
Schedule B was then presented for approval.  Martin made a motion to approve the motion. Paramore seconded the motion. Roll call: Martin - yes; Cooke - abstain; Myers - disqualify herself; and Paramore yes.
Myers then made a motion to adjourn. Cooke seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
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