REGULAR COUNCIL - FEBRUARY 10, 2014

Council President John Martin, in the absence of the Mayor, called the meeting to order.

He then asked everyone to stand for the invocation, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

Attorney Stephen Bond then asked Mr. Neil Winslow to stand; he then gave him the oath of office.  Mr. Winslow was then officially appointed as a council member.

President Martin then asked for roll call of the members: Martin, Curtis, Cooke, Myers, Paramore and Winslow.

Also present: Lynn Phillips, Jim Finley, Don Patton, Mrs. Winslow, Tim Brown, Ted Williams, Bob James, John Chapin and Chief Marko.

Martin then asked for approval of tonight’s agenda.  Myers made a motion to approve the agenda. Cooke seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No one opposed.

The Minutes from the January 25, 2014 meeting were then presented for approval.  Paramore made a motion to approve the minutes. Curtis seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No one opposed.

Martin then asked for a report from the Administrator Shawn Pickworth.

Shawn informed council we had received the initial prints from Poggemeyer Engineering on the CSX Waterline Project on Section Line Road.  John Chapin, Don Patton, and Shawn had reviewed these plans and had sent questions back to the engineers.

The Water department has been responding to a ton of service calls with frozen lines. 


He also informed council that changing over to an actual reading on a monthly basis has already seen its first positive results, a number of water leaks were detected during last month’s readings and we were able to alert the homeowners saving them a lot of money and also saving the Village with water treatment costs.

In the Sewer Department due to the cold temperatures, the sewer department has had to alter our treatment plant.  We have also involved the Ohio EPA by keeping them up to date on our processes.  We are not the only ones around Northern Ohio dealing with these issues.

The Crew also had a sewer blockage in the area of East Fir Street, and went out and cleaned out the line.

The SSO Elimination Project is moving along.  There have been a few surprises, and things we did not know about until the area was dug up.  We have to remember these lines are 80 years old, but we are dealing with the issues as they come up.  The company is moving down North Main and will go to North Railroad and turn there.  This project has had its challenges mostly due to weather related issues but is moving along slowly.  Shawn and John will have a field meeting tomorrow with Underground Utilities, the Engineers, and Rural Development to go over the progress of the project.
The Street Department is doing their best to keep up with the snow events.  Seems like we just get through one and another comes along.  Shawn wanted to thank everyone for their patience.

He also informed council that we are trying to be very careful on our salt usage due to the fact if we run out we cannot get anymore at this time.  This winter has taken its toll on everyone and there is a salt shortage causing a major price increase due to the demand.  Any salt being hauled right now is for the state, airports, and major cities.  If And when the salt becomes available we will order more.  He had also attached a comparison of salt usage and pricing for the 2013 season and up to date for 2014.

He also asked council to think about expanding our salt storage area for next year.  

Shawn announced that we did receive funding from the CBDG project for Third Street Paving.  We applied for this grant in June.  We will be resurfacing Third Street, and this is a 75% grant with 25% matching Village money.  We will have to wait and see where the bids come in at before we know our matching amount.

The Birch Park Drive Improvement Project has been sent in to Columbus and is being reviewed.  Shawn had to dig out some very old records to satisfy some questions on this street.  OPWC wanted to know the original date this street was put in and when it was expanded.  He also will be in Columbus on May 1 to attend the meeting that scores all of the projects that have been submitted to the state.  We will know more after that.
He has had many requests for Street Sign Replacement. Ted Williams an employee in the Street Department went around and wrote down all of the street names that do not have a street sign.  Shawn is working on getting the best pricing for these.
We are aware of the potholes that have appeared, due to the freezing and thawing.  We will try to address these as needed.

He also wanted to just inform the Village residents that our sanitation department/ crew provide a great service to the Village of New London. Village residents get their garbage picked up every week for $18.00 a month.  There are more than a few residents that don’t even bring their trash to the curb until they see the Sanitation crew go by the first time, so the crew makes a second round to pick up those customers.  Then every week we receive calls someone claiming that the Crew forgot to pick up their trash, so the crew is radioed and given the address to go back to.  The crew didn’t forget to pick up the trash; it was because it wasn’t out the first 2 times the crew went through.  This is all done at the expense of the Village.  Shawn knows this because he has been on the route with the crew when this has happened more than once.  Please make an effort to have the trash out by 8:00 am.  This would save the Village time and money.

The Park Board has met twice this year and has already started planning the 2014 Labor Day Festival.  They have many events scheduled this year for both the Reservoir Park and Campgrounds and the Recreation Park.  A list of the events will be available soon; they will also be listed on our web site.

There is a Corn Hole Tournament scheduled on February 22, 2014 @1:00 pm in the Hileman Building.  Double Elimination, Prizes $250 for 1st, $150 for 2nd; $100 for 3rd.  Entry fee is $30.00 per team.  They will also have 50/50 raffles along with other raffles.  Contact Joe Thomas @ 419-541-6131 to enter.

The Thomas Family has started a fund raiser to replace the “Toddlers Playground” in the Recreation Park in the memory of Chuckie Thomas.  So far there has been close to $10,000 raised.  If anyone wants to donate in Chuckie’s name please contact Joe.

Joe has been working in the Hileman Building, painting it.  This building is in need of some major repairs and we are putting a package together on what the cost of these repairs will be.  This building is a wonderful asset to the Village and is rented out almost every weekend throughout the summer months, and is even rented a lot in the winter months.  They will bring more to council when they have more information.

Shawn brought council up to date on the remodeling of the Police Department. Mr. Frederick the architect is coming down next Tuesday to go over the detailed prints. He will meet with Chief Marko and Shawn.  Hopefully we will be ready to ask permission to bid this out at the next council meeting.

Mr. Bond contacted Shawn about a piece of property being donated to the Village.  This property butts up against other Village owned property and could benefit the Village at some point.  He suggested we accept the donation.

There will be a meeting of the Zoning Board of Appeals, and Zoning Board to go over the suggested changes in the zoning code.  This meeting will take place on Monday, February 24 at 5:30 pm with Poggemeyer Design Group.
He also informed council that our Village contract is up for our copier/ fax machine.  We have requested and have received quotes from3 different suppliers and have found we can cut our cost in half. Council has received the quotes to compare in their packets.

 He did want to remind the public that everyone over 18 must file Village Income tax.  These forms can be downloaded from our website at www.newlondonohio.com, or can be picked up at the Village Office or the New London Library.

The Cemetery Board and the Recreation Board will be hosting the 2ND ANNUAL CABIN FEVER CURE.  This event will take place on Thursday, March 20, 2014 from 7:00 Pm till 9:00 pm. Tickets can be purchased from any Park Board Member, Gilbert Hardware, or the Village Office.  The tickets are $15.00 per person, and these

Shawn also had a request from Brittany Bracken to be appointed to the New London Park Board.
He then asked if there were any questions.

John Chapin stated he would like to introduce Don Patton.  Don has been appointed as Utility Forman.  He is going to finish his licenses in April. He is taking his Class 3 in waste water.
Don then introduced himself and wanted to thank council for appointing him to the utility foreman position.  He stated this will take him down a different avenue, and be able to learn from John Chapin.  John has a wealth of knowledge and he is a big asset to the town.  He thanked them once again.

Martin asked if the Police Chief had anything to present.  Chief Marko stated no not at this time.
Bill Curtis then stated that Firelands Ambulance had 31 runs in January 13 within the Village, 1 in New London Township, 7 in Troy Township, 6 in Fitchville and two motor vehicle accidents.  The average run per month comes out to about 35 runs.

Martin then asked for any reports from Zoning.  Bob James stated no.
Martin asked for any public questions or statements.  There were none.
Martin then presented Ordinance 13-29, an ordinance changing the utility billing to an actual monthly reading.  This was placed on the third and final reading.  Curtis made a motion to approve the third and final reading. Paramore seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.  No one opposed.
Ordinance 13-30, an ordinance concerning the “clean outs on sewer lines” was placed on a third and final reading.  Myers made a motion to approve the third and final reading of this ordinance. Cooke seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No one opposed.
Shawn did at this time explain what they found out after a gentleman came to council last week concerning multiple houses hooked to one sewer tap.  He stated he and John went through these and found that there are 4 properties that are affected.  They are all owned by the same person.  Two houses on one and two houses on another.  These will be taken care of when we do the SSO project.

Martin asked if there were any other properties in town like that. Shawn stated not that they know of.

Ordinance 14-01, an amendment to the employee handbook was then placed on a first reading. Cooke made a motion to approve the first reading. Curtis seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No one opposed.

Ordinance 14-02, an ordinance allowing the Fiscal Officer to transfer $15,000 from the General Fund to the Street fund was then placed on a first reading. Paramore made a motion to approve the first reading. Myers seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No one opposed.
Ordinance 14-03, an ordinance accepting the updates to the Village’s Codified Ordinances was placed on a first reading.  Curtis made a motion to approve the first reading. Paramore seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No one opposed.

Ordinance 14-04, an ordinance allowing the Village to enter into contract with MT Business for a contract on a copier/fax machine.  This ordinance was placed on a first reading.  Myers made a motion to approve the first reading of this ordinance. Martin seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No one opposed.
Martin then asked for any old business.  There was none.  He then asked for any new business.  Curtis made a motion at this time to appoint Brittany Bracken to the Park Board. Myers seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
Paramore made a motion to allow the Village Administrator to go out for bids for the mowing of certain Village Properties.  Curtis seconded the motion. Roll call -All ayes. Those who opposed – none.

Schedule “A” of the bills to be paid was then presented for approval. Curtis made a motion to approve Schedule “A”. Myers seconded the motion. Roll call: Martin –yes; Curtis – yes; Cooke –yes; Myers – yes; Paramore – yes; Winslow- yes.
Schedule “B” of the bills to be paid was then presented for approval. Curtis made a motion to approve Schedule “B”.  Paramore seconded the motion. Roll call: Winslow – yes; Paramore – yes; Myers – disqualify herself; Cooke –abstain; Curtis -yes; and Martin –yes.

Martin then asked for a motion to adjourn. Curtis made a motion to adjourn. Cooke seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
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