REGULAR COUNCIL - FEB 11, 2013

The Mayor called the meeting to order. He then gave the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
Roll call was then taken with the following members present: Martin, Curtis, Cooke, Myers, Paramore and Anderson.

Also present: Ellen Simmons, Chief Marko, John Chapin, Steve Bond and Brad Booth.

The Mayor then asked for approval of the agenda.  Anderson made a motion to approve the agenda. Myers seconded the motion.  Roll call all ayes.  No one opposed.
The Minutes from the January 28, 2013 meeting were then presented for approval. Paramore made a motion to approve the minutes. Curtis seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.  Those opposed – None.

The Mayor then asked for a report from the Administrator.  Shawn stated that the water plant is working on solving the valve problem at Water Plant #1.  The SSO project is continuing to move forward.  The right away prints have been sent in for approval.

The Street department is working on fixing Pot Holes, it is that time of year.  He asked the public to report the pot holes that needs attention.

The Sanitation department is continuing to repair dumpsters.  The Blossom City Fence from Willard is going to be installing the fence around the Compost Facility this week.  The cost of the fence is approximately $9,025.  This should bring us into compliance with the EPA.

Shawn also stated that everything the Village picks up or things that are brought to the Village for Disposal must be landfill compliant.  If we cannot take it to the landfill we will not accept it.  We do not have the room to continue allowing people to dump cement products or rock and gravel that we cannot recycle.

The New London Recreation Park will be holding a Texas Hold’em Poker Tournament on Saturday, February 16 at 6:00 pm, at the Hileman Building.  The new cabins at the reservoir have been installed and they are completing the electric and water services.

The Village has also placed an ad in OTCO, and three other papers about accepting applications and resume’s for a Water/Wastewater Operator until end of business day March 13, 2013.  We are also continuing to accept bids for stone until February 15th at noon.

The roof on the new building on James Street has been completed, we still need to complete the painting inside the building.

Shawn also reminded the citizens that anyone 18 and over must file a New London Village Income Tax form.  These are available at the New London Public Library, the New London Village Office, or you can download the form off of the New London Village website.
Anderson commented that she liked the pictures of the cabins that were posted on Facebook.  She asked how many these new cabins sleep would. Shawn stated that 6 or 8.  There are lofts in these cabins.

Cooke asked about the stone bids.  He had sent a copy of this to Pheifer Trucking and they wanted to know if this was gravel or limestone.  Shawn stated yes we were not specific about this in the ad, and may have to rebid because of this.  We actually want Limestone.  We will wait and see how the bids come in, as we have had a lot of calls on this and have explained that we were bidding out Limestone. 

Cooke then asked how many quotes/ bids did you get for the Roof on James Street.  Shawn stated he just used the one local contractor.  He thought council stated they wanted him to keep it local.  Cooke stated that he thought that they had stressed the point several times that council wants more than one bid/quote.  He didn’t feel it was right to take only one price.
The Mayor then asked for a report from the Water/Sewer Department.  John stated that he really didn’t have anything to present. Although we did have the water plant freeze up again last week, but it only lasted about 3 hours.

Martin asked if that pipe was getting clogged.  Chapin stated that there are three openings and hopefully sometime this summer he would like to ask Willard’s Dive team to come in and take a look at this for us.


The Mayor then asked the Police Department for a report.  Chief Marko stated he had some year-end totals for 2013, and he passed out these reports for council.  He also explained that the police were out in full force with the Sheriff’s Department on a Drug interdiction operation tonight.
The Mayor then asked for a report from FAS.  Bill Curtis stated that FAS had a very busy January.  There were 29 runs within the Village, 6 in New London Township, 3 in Ruggles Township, 8 in Troy Township, and 3 in Fitchville Township and 2 mutual aids, one in Bronson Township and one in Rochester.  They also attended 2 car accidents in Fitchville Township and 2 In New London Township.

The Mayor then asked for any public questions or statements.  Ellen said to inform Shawn there is a nasty pot hole in front of the Golf Course’s Club House area that could be filled. 
The Mayor then presented Ordinance 13-02 an ordinance allowing the fiscal officer to establish two new funds in connection with the Sewer Project.  This Ordinance was placed on a third and final reading.  Curtis made a motion to approve the third and final reading.  Martin seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.  No one opposed.
Ordinance 13-03 an ordinance authorizing the waste water grant agreement with the USDA.  This ordinance was placed on a third and final reading. Paramore made a motion to approve the third and final reading of this ordinance. Myers seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No one opposed.
Ordinance 13-04, an ordinance authorizing the use of Village Streets, Alleys, and municipally owned property for the SSO project.  This ordinance was placed on a third and final reading. Myers made a motion to approve the third and final reading. Curtis seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No one opposed.

13-05 an ordinance allowing the Fiscal officer the use of Blanket and Super Blanket purchase orders.  This ordinance was placed on a third and final reading. Anderson made a motion to approve the third and final reading. Martin seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No one opposed.

Ordinance 13-06, an ordinance amending section 921.12 of the utilities ordinances in reference to reconnection fees.  This ordinance was placed on a second reading.  Myers made a motion to approve the second reading of this ordinance. Paramore seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No one opposed.

Ordinance 13-07, an ordinance authorizing the Fiscal officer to transfer funds from the Housing Rehab fund to the Revolving Loan Fund.  This ordinance was placed on a second reading. Anderson made a motion to approve the second reading. Martin seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.

Ordinance 13-08 - An ordinance allowing the replacement and update to the New London Codified Ordinances.  This ordinance was placed on a first reading.  Paramore made a motion to approve this ordinance. Myers seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.

Ordinance 13-09 an ordinance revising section 143.09 of the codified ordinance relative to health insurance for part time employees..  This ordinance was placed on a first reading.

Cooke questioned this ordinance. It states in here that for part time employees it would be for workers working more than 30 hours per week on a regular basis.  Cooke stated he had called Vicki Missler about this and she stated that our Health Insurance is stating that we need to keep part time workers under 25 hours per week. He then asked Steve Bond if we needed to change that.  Steve stated for Village purposes you are agreeing to pay for the premium on a full time employee but for a part time person, we recognize that we can offer it you, but you will need to pick up the entire premium.  It gives them an option.  Cooke asked if the insurance company can force us to pay the premium for someone working over 25 hours a week. Steve Bond stated no, they cannot force you to pay the premium, there is a state law that says we are to make it available for employees who are working up to 30 hours a week.  He stated we have been through all of this before.  The insurance company does not care who they get their money from the Village or from the employee. Steve stated that if we had 50 or over employees then the rules do change, but we do not. 

Cooke then stated he had read in this ordinance about summer help and seasonal help and retirees.  Does this affect us in anyway, having some retired people working full time for us.  Steve Bond stated no, they would be considered Full time employees.

Cooke asked if the Clerk would contact Vicki Missler and have her come to the next council meeting to explain this coverage to council.

Curtis then made a motion to approve the first reading of Ordinance 13-09. Martin seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No one opposed.

The Mayor then presented Ordinance 13-10 an ordinance setting the tap in fee for the utilities.  This ordinance was placed on a first reading.

Martin questioned the different prices.  Chapin explained that if you are inside the Village right now, it costs $750.00, if you are outside the village but not in a specific area it costs $1500.00 and if you are in the specified area then it is $1,000.00.  He would like to have this ordinance with the same price for anyone who wants to tap in.  John explained that doing a tap inside the Village is harder and takes longer because we may have to bore under the road, work around gas lines and telephone lines.  It is just a problem in town.  Martin made a motion to approve the first reading of this ordinance. Cooke seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.  No one opposed.
The Mayor then asked for any old business.  Cooke asked about who cut the trees down at the library.  Was this the Village? Jonna stated no.  The Library Board requested they be taken down due to the shape of one of them, and because of the problems they present on the sidewalks and drainage system.
The Mayor then presented the January monthly report.  Curtis made a motion to approve the report. Anderson seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.

The Mayor then presented Schedule A of the bills to be paid for approval. Myers made a motion to approve schedule A. Paramore seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No one opposed.
The Mayor then presented Schedule B of the approval of the bills. Martin made a motion to approve Schedule B. Curtis seconded the motion. Roll call: Martin – yes; Curtis – yes; Cooke – abstain; Myers – disqualify herself; Paramore – yes; and Anderson –yes.

Myers made a motion to enter into executive session for the purpose of discussing personnel. This was requested by the Police Chief. Curtis seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.  No One opposed.
Martin made a motion to return to regular session. Paramore seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
Myers made a motion to adjourn. Anderson seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
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