REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING -FEB 25, 2013

(This is the first meeting to be held in the New London Community Room and Council Chambers at 12 James Street)
The Mayor called the meeting to order.  He then gave the invocation, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

Roll call was taken with the following members present: Martin, Curtis, Cooke, Myers, Paramore and Anderson.
Also present: Bob James, Chief Marko, Ellen Simmons and Vicki Missler.

Myers then made a motion to approve the agenda. Paramore seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.

The Minutes from the February 11, 2013 meeting were then presented for approval. Martin made a motion to approve the minutes. Curtis seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
The Mayor asked for a report from the Administrator.  In the absence of Shawn Pickworth, John Chapin gave the report.
Shawn had previously prepared a report for council, and John reviewed this report as follows:

· The water Department has painted and updated the lab at the Water Treatment plant per the EPA from the last inspection.

· They are working on resolving an issue with a valve at Water Plant #1.

· More remote meters have been ordered so we can continue to get this project complete.

· The heaters at the water plant have been repaired.

· The SSO (Sewer Project) is moving along.  We have sent out easement requests, some were permanent easements, and some were temporary construction easements.  John noted that this project will affect everyone in New London in one way or another.  This is a huge project for a town our size and there will be some inconveniences for all.
· In the Street department we are seeing more pot holes appearing, and we are starting to patch these, if you know of one please report this to the Village Office so we can pass on the information to the Street Department.

· The Street Department is repairing the salt spreader, the hydraulic fitting on the international, and having the White Chevy Dump repaired for some power issues with the engine.

· In the Sanitation department we are still repairing dumpsters, and starting to look at some date for the annual spring clean-up.

· John reported that Joe Thomas and Shawn Pickworth are in Columbus for the next few days at a conference with the Ohio Park and Recreation Association.

· Joe had reported that the Poker tournament made over $300.00. And he wanted to make sure to thank the Sons of the American Legion for hosting this event.

· We have begun the upgrades to the phone and internet system in the Village.  The phones have been installed and they are still working on the internet connections within the Village. The new phone service will allow you to connect directly with the person you want to talk with by pressing a certain number.

· Shawn had asked for council to name the new building on James Street. He also wanted to thank the Water department employees for all of the work that they have put into updating the new building and moving the furnishings over to the building.

· He also wanted to remind the Citizens that everyone 18 and over must file a local income tax form.  These are available on line, at the New London Library and also at the Village Office.

The Mayor asked if there was anything else.  John stated no, not at this time.
The Mayor then asked for a report from the other departments.  Chief Marko had nothing to present, Bill Curtis stated he did not have anything new with the Firelands Ambulance Service and Bob James reported that the zoning is quiet at this time.

The Mayor then asked for any public questions or statements.  Vicki Missler then took the floor to explain the questions on rules for part time employees and health insurance.

Vicki stated that the State of Ohio has a rules that anyone working part time but working over 30 hours a week must be offered health insurance, but in our contract with Starmark our health insurance company they required us to offer health insurance to anyone working 25 hours or more a week.  This must be offered at the same rate as we have for full time employees.
Jonna stated that the young man that works with the Sanitation Department is not a problem as Shawn keeps his hours under 25, the problem comes in with the Permanent part time Police Officer who is working 40 hours a week.  Vicki stated that the Village employees pay 15% of their health insurance now and this would apply to the Permanent Part time officer if he elected to take our health insurance.
Cooke stated he thought that a part time employee could purchase health insurance through the Village if they paid for it themselves.  Vicki stated no this is not correct.

Cooke asked if this Part time officer is working 40 hours a week do we have to pay for his health insurance or can we charge him for the costs.  Vicki stated that our contract with the Company states that the village is required to pay at least 50% of the coverage.

Steve Bond stated you must remember this is the contract from the Health Insurance Company but is not state law.  He stated the issue is not the state law, but whether the insurance company will waive this requirement.  If they don’t waive this requirement then there is nothing we can do about it.

John Chapin then asked if after a person works so many hours and we are required to offer them health insurance do we have to offer all of the benefits available to full time employees.

Steve Bond stated no. This is only deals with Health Insurance.

Chief stated that he will talk with Ken Blackburn and see what he wants to do, there is a possibility that he may have to take our insurance as there is a rumor that her employer is saying that if your spouse has insurance they must take it through their employer.
Cooke asked that figures be presented at the next council meeting concerning picking up health insurance for this part time employee, and/ or the cost of hiring him full time.

Curtis stated that there always used to be 5 full time positions I the Police Department. 

Cooke then stated that is what the .5% increase in taxes was to go for was to support the police department. Cooke also suggested that we enter into executive session to discuss this at the next council meeting.
The Police Chief then stated yes, he watches his budget very closely, and he has held off purchasing a new vehicle because we put so much money into the vehicle we have.

Vicki wanted council member to know that if we did put this employee on our health insurance now, he would have a 90 day waiting period before the insurance took effect.

The Mayor asked if there was any other discussion.  There was none.

The Mayor then presented Ordinance 13-06, an ordinance amending section 921.12 relative to reconnect fees.  This ordinance was placed on a third and final reading.

Curtis made a motion to approve the third and final reading of this ordinance. Martin seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.

Ordinance 13-07 was then presented for a third and final reading. This ordinance allows the fiscal officer to transfer and close out the Housing Rehab Fund and place this money into the Revolving Loan Fund as per the instructions from the Ohio Department of Development. Paramore made a motion to approve the third and final reading of this ordinance. Myers seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.

Ordinance 13-08 an ordinance to approve the current replacement pages to the New London Codified Ordinances was placed on a third and final reading.  Paramore made a motion to approve the third and final reading of this ordinance. Martin seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
Ordinance 13-09 was presented. This ordinance was to revise the hospitalization for part time employees.  Martin made a motion to table this ordinance. Cooke seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
Ordinance 13-10, an ordinance setting the tap in fees for the water department.  This ordinance was placed on a second reading.  Jonna stated that there was some confusion in the Norwalk Reflector’s headlines.  They stated that we were raising our water rates, which was not true, it only affects the tap in fees not the water rates.  Myers made a motion to approve the second reading of this ordinance. Cooke seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.

Ordinance 13-11 an ordinance authorizing the Village Administrator to enter into contract for the lease purchase of a backhoe, a mini excavator, and a skid loader.  This ordinance was placed on an emergency measure.


Myers made a motion to suspend the rules. 
Cooke then asked is this how each company works their leases?

John Chapin stated this is with a company that deals with several different models of equipment and the agreement is with one company.

Martin then asked if all three of these pieces were necessary at this time.

John Chapin stated that our current Cat backhoe was purchased at the time of the Rural Water Project is was purchased with grant money.  This backhoe is 14 years old with high hours on it.  There are several costly repairs that will need to be made to the machine in the near future.  Cat has offered to give us $17,000 in trade in for this machine. The new machine would cost $135,869 and we can get that for $66,749.00 with the trade in.  The Mini Excavator we rent one of these on a regular basis mainly for digging graves at a cost of $165.00 per day.  If we had one available we would use this on many other projects.  The Trencher that we now own is hardly every used. This machine also was purchased with the grant money from the Rural Water Project and is also 14 years old.  A mini excavator would be much more useful than the trencher.  The new Cat mini excavator would cost $62,553.00 and with the trade in it would only be $39,968.00.  The skid loader, we purchased this used last year at a cost of $21,000. The new machine would cost $60,273.00 and our price with Trade in would be $24,008.00.  The interest rate on this lease would be 2.89% through this company, other rates quoted were at 4% interest.  
John continued by saying with leasing the new equipment every 7 years we would be eligible for new equipment, and after the first 7 years our payment should go down due to the fact that our Trade In’s will be worth more than the Trade in’s are now, for example the back hoe at this time our trade in is $17,000 for a 14 year old backhoe, next time the backhoe will be 7 years old and we can expect a trade in value of around $30,000.00.  This is the same for all of the equipment, but you must also realize that the prices will increase over the next 7 years and we can expect an increase of 3.5% to 4.055 per year.  The two funds that will be charged for this equipment would be the water and sanitation departments.

After some more discussion Cooke seconded the motion to suspend the rules.  Roll call was taken with all ayes.

Cooke then made a motion to allow the Administrator to enter into contract for this lease purchase.  Anderson seconded the motion. Roll call: Anderson – yes; Paramore – yes; Myers – yes; Cooke – yes; Curtis – yes; Martin – no.

The Mayor then asked for any old business.  Martin asked when we are looking a possibly purchasing a cruiser.  The Chief stated it is just a matter of making the phone call and ordering it, but he was holding off as long as possible.
The Mayor then asked for any new business.  Curtis stated that council should come up with a fee for rental on this community building.  After a lengthy discussion it was decided to suggest the rental rate would be $75.00 and a rental deposit of $150.00 which would total $225.00.  The $150.00 deposit would be returned if the building had been cleaned and there was no damage.  Steve Bond is to write a rental agreement up to present to council at the next meeting for their approval. 
There was also a discussion on whether to allow alcohol in this building.  Cooke made a motion to allow alcohol in the building for parties or get together.  Curtis seconded the motion. Roll call: Martin – yes; Curtis – yes; Cooke – yes; Myers – yes; Paramore – yes; and Anderson – no.

Martin then made a motion to name the building the New London Community Center and Council Chambers.  Myers seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
The Mayor then presented the bills to be paid for approval.  Myers made a motion to pay the bills. Paramore seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. 
Curtis then made a motion to adjourn.  Anderson seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
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