REGULAR COUNCIL - JANUARY 13, 2014
The Mayor called the meeting to order.  He then gave the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

The Mayor then swore in Stuart Cooke, John Martin and Janice Myers to their new terms on council.

Roll call was taken with the following members present:  Cooke, Curtis, Martin, Paramore and Myers.

The Mayor then asked for approval of the Agenda for the meeting.

Roll call was taken with the following members present: Martin, Curtis, Cooke, Myers and Paramore. 

The Mayor then asked for approval of the agenda.
Paramore made a motion to approve the agenda.  Myers seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.  No one opposed.

The Mayor presented the minutes from the December 23, 2013 meeting.  Martin made a motion. Myers seconded the motion. Roll call: Martin – yes; Curtis – abstain; Cooke – yes; Myers - yes and Paramore yes.
The Mayor then asked for the election of a Council President Pro Tem for the fiscal year of 2014.  Myers nominated John Martin.  Paramore seconded the motion. Roll call Myers – yes; Paramore – yes; Cooke- yes; Curtis – yes; and Martin –yes.
The Mayor then presented the Committees for 2014.  Martin made a motion to approve the committees. Curtis seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No one opposed.
Approval of Committees for 2014.

The Mayor then asked for a report from the Administrator.
Shawn stated that he didn’t have a lot to present, but we have been busy.  There was a water line break on Akron Street that we will be repairing tomorrow.  There have also been several residents with frozen meters, frozen and broken lines. Our water department has been busy shutting off services, and making repairs.

He also stated that if you saw in the news last week, there was a water shortage in Lorain and Medina Counties; we did play a part in this, by supplying water to Rural Lorain Water Authority. They pumped from our facility for an approximately 8 hours. The problem they had this year, was the same as what we had last year.

Shawn will also be meeting with a Resident and Soil and Water out by our pumping station.  The creek that runs behind this property there are two trees that have fallen across this, and we will need to come up with a plan to get that cleaned out.

The SSO Project is moving along, they started on December 30, and it has been slow going.

In the Street department we have used approximately 150 tons of salt that is about $12,000 worth so far this year.  That is more than we used in the last two years.  The equipment is holding up good, just a few minor repairs, but all in all we are keeping up with the winter.

We know that all of this freezing and thawing is causing pot holes, and we will be addressing them.  If a resident sees one that we haven’t fixed, please call the office and let us know.

Last Monday and Tuesday during the super cold weather, I gave the guys an option of not picking up the trash, but they decided they would.  We had a couple of water guys step in to help to get done faster, and as the citizens didn’t realize we would be working, we had to make a second trip around for those that put their trash out late.
Joe has painted the kitchen in the Hileman Building and also installed new lighting in the Kitchen.  It looks very nice.  He is now working on taking some dead ash trees down at the Reservoir before camping season.
Shawn also announced that the 2013 Income Tax forms can be downloaded from our New London Web Site – www.newlondonohi.com , they can also be picked up from the office, or our tax department will accept forms from your tax preparer.

Shawn also met with Ohio Public Utilities Commission and CSX concerning the West Main Street railroad crossing.  The representative from Ohio Public Utilities was under the impression that the Village maintained the state roads.  He told her that the State Roads are maintained by ODOT and they have more of a stake in this as far as what they want to do then we do.  He would be easier for ODOT to work with CXS then it would be for the Village. 
Shawn then asked for approval for the sale of Alcohol by the Sons of the American Legion at their annual gun raffle on March 8.  Cooke asked that in order to approve this we should request that the legion give us a copy of their Liquor Liability Insurance. 
Ellen Simmons then asked was the age requirement for filing income 18.  Jonna stated yes, anyone 18 and over and lives within the Village limits must file an income tax form.

The Mayor then asked for a report from the Police Department.  Chief Marko stated he just had some year-end figures for council.  He passed these out, and asked if anyone had any questions. 
Cooke asked the Chief if he had problems with people who have passed bad checks.  Chief Marko stated depending on the amount and what the business owner wants, we try to contact the person first, if we cannot clear this up by personal contact then we send the report onto the Prosecutor.  It could be a sum of $50.00 up to $999.00.

Bill Curtis reported that Firelands Ambulance tied the record for ambulance calls this year.  It was a very busy year for them.

The Mayor then asked for a report from Bob James, Zoning Inspector.  Bob sated the Zoning Board of Appeals met to make a decision on a zoning variance request made by North Central Ag on West Main.  They wanted to put a new sign on Industrial Drive, and the code calls for a sign no bigger than 50 square feet, and they wanted to install a sign that is 60 square feet.  The Zoning board approved this request.
Curtis then made a motion to approve the variance request. Paramore seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No one opposed.

The Mayor then asked for any public questions or statements.  
Mark Osterland, East Main took the floor.  He asked why the Village doesn’t during this entire sewer construction separate taps.  He stated that there are several houses on East Main that tie in together on the sewer, the lines run from each house but go to the same tap.  This would be the time to fix this as the street will be all dug up anyway.
After a short discussion by council members, Shawn stated that he would check with the engineers on this and see what can be done.

The Mayor then presented Ordinance 13-26, an ordinance setting the 2014 appropriations.  This ordinance was placed on a third and final reading.  Curtis made a motion to approve the third and final reading. Paramore seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
Ordinance 13-28, an ordinance setting up the funds for the USDA, SSO project was placed on an emergency.   Cooke made a motion to suspend the rules to allow 13-28 to be passed on an emergency. Martin seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
Myers then made a motion to approve Ordinance 13-28 on an emergency basis.  Paramore seconded the motion. Roll call: Myers -yes; Curtis – yes; Cooke – yes; Myers – yes; and Paramore – yes.
Ordinance 13-29, an ordinance changing the utility billing to monthly actual readings.  This ordinance was placed on a second reading.  Myers asked if we had changed the figures in this to what we charge now.  Jonna stated no she had not yet, but will before the 3rd and final reading.  She will place what we charge now for broken out for monthly.

Curtis asked how this is going to work as not all of the remote meters are not installed yet.  Shawn stated they will have to just walk and get the readings monthly.  Cooke asked how many more meters are there to go.  Shawn stated approximately 300.00

Martin made a motion to approve the second reading. Curtis seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
13-30 an ordinance explaining the ownership of a clean out for the sewer lines.  This ordinance was placed on a second reading.  Curtis made a motion to approve the second reading. Cooke seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
Ordinance 13-31, an ordinance allowing the Fiscal Officer to transfer money from the General Fund to the Street Fund.  This ordinance was placed on an emergency measure.
Martin made a motion to suspend the rules. Myers seconded the motion. Roll call: Myers – yes; Paramore –yes; Cooke – yes; Curtis – yes; and Martin – yes.

Paramore then made a motion to approve the transfer.  Cooke seconded the motion. Roll call: Martin – yes; Curtis – yes; Cooke –yes; Myers – yes and Martin –yes.

Resolution 13-09, a resolution authorizing certain village officials to approve the pay requests submitted in reference to the SSO project.  Myers made a motion to suspend the rules. Curtis seconded the motion. Roll call: Paramore – yes; Myers- yes; Cooke – yes; Curtis – yes; and Martin – yes.
Myers then made a motion to approve Resolution 13-09 on an emergency basis.  Cooke seconded the motion. Roll call: Martin – yes; Curtis – yes; Cooke –yes; Myers –yes and Paramore – yes.

The Mayor then asked for any old business.  There was none.

He then asked for any new business.  

Martin made a motion to declare a vacancy on council, and to allow the clerk to ask for any citizen interested to please submit a letter of interest.  These must be turned in by Friday, January 24 to the Village Office or by email at nlvillage@newlondonohio.com
Council also stated that they will meet in executive session on Monday, January27 at 6:30 pm to review the applicants.  The regular council meeting will start after te4h executive session.

Curtis seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No one opposed.
The Mayor then presented the Approval of Bills.  Paramore made a motion to approve the bills as presented. Myers seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No one opposed.
Curtis then made a motion to enter into executive session for the purpose of discussing personnel. Martin seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.

Cooke then made a motion to return to regular session. Myers seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.


Myers made a motion to adjourn. Curtis seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
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