REGULAR COUNCIL - JANUARY 28, 2013

The Mayor called the meeting to order.  He then gave the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

Roll call was taken with the following members present:  MARTIN, CURTIS, COOKE, MYERS, PARAMORE, and ANDERSON.

Also present: Chief Marko, John Chapin, Lynn Phillips, Ellen Simmons and Steve Whetstone.

The Mayor then presented the Agenda for Approval.  Curtis made a motion to approve the agenda. Cooke seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.  No one opposed.
The Minutes from the January 14, 2013 meeting were then presented for approval. Martin made a motion to approve the minutes. Myers seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No one opposed.

The Administrator, Shawn Pickworth then gave his report to council.  He stated that on Tuesday January 22, the intake structure to the water plant froze up. This was frozen until about Midday.  What happened was there are 3 12 inch openings at different depths and the reservoir had a lot of wave action and the wind was blowing this towards the south east corner of the reservoir.  The reservoir had not froze over at that point.  It sends this water into the intake valves and it forms frazzle ice which then plugs the intake valves.  Once the reservoir froze over, this thawed out.  It is a strange phenomenon.   We were never without water as we used plant 2 to supply our water lines, and this situation has only happened about 5 times since the reservoir was built. The Weather and conditions have to just right for this to happen. 
The department also resumed the water line project on Washburn Street.  While doing this we tried out a new backhoe and mini excavator.  They were pretty impressive. 

He noted that water plant #1 is having some issues with some air valves failing to open and close.  These are the original valves when the plant was built.  The Department is making plans to replace these valves with electric valves, and when we do this project is it a pretty big project and could take several weeks to complete.  The water supply will not be affected during this time.

At the sewer plant the SSO elimination project is moving ahead.  The PTI was submitted for EPA’s review, and the plans for the project were submitted and came back to the engineers for some corrections, which they are working with the EPA now to meet the recommendations. The Storm sewer side of this project has been approved by the EPA, and CSX Railroad is reviewing our requests for an easement to go under Walnut Street has been sent in along with a $900.00 check.
John and his crew have also been working on several different options on sludge removal.  Due to the new requirements by the EPA, the cost of continuing to handle the sludge like we have in the past is not cost effective and the land application requirements  can no longer be met without us spending $100’s of thousands of dollars in new equipment to comply.  It is cheaper for us to dispose of it differently, and we are still working out the details and cost of either having a company come in and haul our sludge away or drying out the sludge and hauling it to the landfill ourselves. We will keep you updated on this.
The Prospect Street Bridge is moving along, there really is no new information on this at this time.

The Street Department is keeping up with snow removal, and so far this year we have only paid 2 days of overtime for 4 employees and all were less than 8 hours.

The Sanitation Department is continuing to repair dumpsters, and we have received one quote on fencing the facility and another one is being quoted now.  I met with the Engineers on January 16 about the prints of our facility required by the EPA.  With the detail in which is required by the EPA and the location of our facility the prints are going to cost us more than we originally thought.  We will have around $1500.00 in the prints alone.   We have received the new signs that will be posted at each entrance around the facility, and I will file a report on the compost facility by February 1.

In the Recreation Department the new cabins are in and on site, they were delivered today.  These hopefully will be up and open for use by Spring.  

Dan Frederick Architects, LLC visited the Hileman Building.  He is going to write the “Scope of Work” document needed for us to receive the CBDG funding that we will use to remodel some of the Hileman building, we are also working on a grant request with ODNR concerning the reservoir.  This has to be sent in by May 1st.

The Biggest Loser contest is going well.  54 people have signed up for the challenge.  The weigh ins are on Tuesday evenings beginning at 7:00 pm. 

Jonna has given you a comparison of Energy Cost for our new heating and cooling system installed in the municipal building and Hileman Building compared to this time last year. The Municipal building’s savings is approximately $612.60, although the Hileman building has increased to $341.42, but we believe once we install the new windows and insulate this will come down.  Also the heat in the Hileman Building depends on how many times it is rented during the past few months compared to last year.

WE have placed an ad in the Ashland, Norwalk and New London record for bids on stone.  This bid opening will be on Friday, February 15 at noon.  We have the specifications for the bids in our office. 
We are also getting a new roof on the new building next door.  This should be completed by the end of the week.
Firelands Electric has started their project of taking certain trees down around town.  Our agreement with Firelands Electric was if the homeowner wants the wood they can keep it, but if they do not want it then it will go to the park.  Incorporated into this project Firelands will come back and grind out the stumps, and the Village employees will then seed and repair the area. 

Also want to let the Village residents know that the income tax forms are available at the New London Library, the New London Village Office, and you can also print them off of our New London website. 

And just as a reminder our income states that everyone over the age of 18 must file whether they work or not, you still have to file a form. The girls in the office will be happy to help you out with this if you need help.
On Wednesday, January 30, the Kathleen Shaffer , Huron County Treasurer will be in our Council Chambers to receive Huron County Real Estate Tax payments.  She will be here from 9:00 am until 12:00 noon. 
Shawn then asked if there were any other questions if not his report was complete.

No other departments had any reports to give at this time.

The Mayor then asked for any public questions or statements. Steve Whetstone then took the floor and asked permission to apply for a liquor permit for SAL’s  Annual Reverse Gun Raffel.  Curtis made a motion to approve the application. Paramore seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.  No one opposed. 
The Mayor then presented Ordinance 13-02, an ordinance establishing two new funds required by the USDA in connection with the sewer project.  This ordinance was placed on a second reading.  Myers made a motion to approve the second reading of this Ordinance. Cooke seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.  There was no one opposed.

Ordinance 13-03, an ordinance authorizing the Village to enter into an agreement with USDA concerning the wastewater grant was placed on a second reading.  Paramore made a motion to approve the second reading of this ordinance. Curtis seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No one was opposed.
Ordinance 13-04, an ordinance authorizing the use of Village Streets, Alleys, and municipally owned property for the installation of the wastewater improvement project sewer lines, appurtenances and related facilities.  This ordinance was placed on a second reading.  Myers made a motion to approve the second reading. Martin seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.  No one opposed.

Ordinance 13-05 an ordinance providing for purchasing through Blanket Purchase orders was placed on a second reading. Paramore made a motion to approve the second reading of this ordinance. Myers seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No one opposed.
Ordinance 13-06, an ordinance amending section 921.12 relative to reconnect fees was placed on a first reading.  Jonna explained that this ordinance is necessary due to the requirements of the USDA and the sewer project.  When we turn someone off for non- payment the reconnect fee always went into the water fund.  Now we have to split this fee and part of it must go into the sewer also.  Martin made a motion to approve the first reading of this ordinance. Curtis seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No one opposed.
Ordinance 13-07, an ordinance authorizing the transfer and closing of the Revolving Loan.  Jonna explained that this fund has just been setting there for years and she would like to clear it off the books but in order to do this the Ohio Department of Development requires that we transfer this money to the Revolving Loan Fund as it was originally CBDG funds.  Cooke made a motion to approve the first reading of this ordinance. Curtis seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No one opposed.

The Mayor then asked for any old business.  Cooke stated that we may want to have an ordinance written that would specify the hours that a part time employee is allowed to work before we have to give them health insurance.  Shawn stated at this point in time it is 30 hours.  Cooke suggested we talk with our insurance Representative Vicki Missler to see if this law has changed. 
Paramore then stated as we probably are going to lose a water worker due to retirement by the end of the year, shouldn’t we be looking at hiring a replacement before then to get the new person trained and up to date.  John and Shawn would like to hire someone with a least a Class I license in water and a Class I in Sewer.  After some discussion it was decided to go ahead and advertise for this position.

The Mayor then asked for any other old business, there was none.  He then asked for any new business. 
The Mayor then presented the bills to be paid for approval.  Curtis made a motion to approve the bills to be paid. Anderson seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No one opposed.  


Curtis then made a motion to adjourn. Anderson seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
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