REGULAR COUNCIL - JULY 22, 2013

The Mayor called the meeting to order.  He then gave the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

Roll call was then taken with the following members present: Martin, Curtis, Cooke, Myers, Paramore and Anderson.
Also present: John Chapin, Joe Thomas, Bob James, Ellen Simmons, Lynn Phillips, Joy Bond, Chief Marko, and Patricia Poth.

The Mayor then asked for approval of the agenda.  Curtis made a motion to approve the agenda. Cooke seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
The Minutes from the July 8, 2013 meeting were then presented for approval. Anderson made a motion to approve the minutes. Myers seconded the motion. Roll call: Martin -abstain; Curtis - yes; Cooke - yes; Myers -yes; Paramore - abstain; and Anderson yes.

The Mayor then asked for a report from the Administrator.

Shawn stated the following:  In the water department we continue to work on changing out the water meters.  They are also working on a lot of maintenance issues at the water plant, and John has gotten some quotes for some cement works that needs to be done at the water plants in the near future.  Areas needing repaired are dock areas and clear well also replacing 4 steel doors that have rusted away.

In the Sewer department we are still working on finishing up some small details for the SSO Elimination Project. Also John found that the north clarifier has a failed valve that is 17 12/ feet in the ground and this is in need of redesign and replacement.

The Street department has been working on patching some holes, and also cleaning up and clearing weeds, brush and trash that has collected or grown up around some of the bridges or culverts in town.  They are also looking for rims that fit our 1986 Ford Backhoe.  He stated he had taken the rims to a machine shop to see if they could help us out.  He will report more information on this later.

The Sanitation department continues to mow the abandoned properties in town. The cost of this will be accessed to the property taxes.  Also they have been really busy with the dumpsters, they are in high demand right now.  If you would like to rent a dumpster please call 419-929-4091, ext. 223.

 Shawn continued that the other big talk around town is the building located on the corner of North and East Main.  It look as if the west wall of this structure is in danger of collapsing.  The building has been ordered evacuated until repairs have been made by the building inspector.  The owner of the building was present when the building inspector ordered the evacuation and was also given instructions on what needed to happen in order to begin repairs on the building.  State Route 60 will remain closed until it is determined that the building is not a threat to anyone's safety.  Shawn wanted to thank the ODOT crew for their rapid response and their assistance, and also he wanted to thank the New London Police Department for helping with the traffic while the barricades and detour was put into place.
Shawn explained that he went around town during the major storm on July 10th that caused a lot of flooding, downed trees and limbs.  He took the time to drive around during and right after the storm came through and was able to take many pictures of the problem areas for future projects.  The crew has been worked very hard in trying to make it around town to pick up yard debris.

He announced that the Village has sprayed for mosquitos, but the wet, hot humid weather doesn't help.  He asked that any water that is laying in items, or around items be dumped as this is a breeding ground for mosquitos.  We will be spraying on Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday nights this week if the weather holds.  It depends on the forecast.

He and Councilman Bill Curtis met with the American Legion Post 292 and showed them the design proposed for remodeling the monument park that sets next to the New London Library.  The American Legion members were pleased with the design and received the proposal well.

He then asked councils permission to hire T. Cole Risner in the water/ wastewater department.  He had given the council members his resume at the last meeting.  Mr. Risner has passed his wastewater 1 exam and needs 4 more months of experience before he receives his certificate from the state.  Shawn stated he thought after the interview that Mr. Risner would be the best fit for the Village.

Cooke asked if the background checks had been done and all was okay. Shawn stated yes everything was okay.  Cooke then asked if this person was going to replace someone.  Shawn stated yes, we have one water/wastewater worker that plans on retiring in December, and we need to get someone into this position and trained.  

Stuart asked how much would this person be paid.  Shawn stated he would start out at $13.00 an hour as stated in the ordinance.  If and when he passes probation and receives his certification for a Class I in wastewater he would go to $15.00 an hour.
Curtis made a motion to hire Mr. Risner at $13.00 an hour with a 90 day probation period. Paramore seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.  No one opposed.
Shawn asked if there were any further questions.  There were none.
The Mayor asked for a report from the Water/ Sewer Departments.  John stated he had nothing to report at this time.

The Mayor then asked for a report from the Recreation Department.
Joe Thomas then took the floor.  He stated that both the recreation Park and the reservoir park will be very busy this next weekend. He stated that The Revelation Christian Youth Camping Retreat will be at the Reservoir Park this weekend July 26 thru the 28th.  This retreat is open to all Church youth group members from ages 11-18, youth group leaders, parents, adult chaperones and volunteers.  This will be held at the amphitheater at the Reservoir.  There will be 5 Christian Bands and Guest Speakers performing every evening during the weekend.  He had invited all local churches.  If you want more information on this you can call Scott Thompson at 440-963-0302 or email him at sonshipcrusades@gmail.com.
The Camping association at the Reservoir is holding a Jammin at the Rez this Saturday July 27 near the pavilions.  This will be bluegrass, country, and gospel.  The music starts at noon and there will be two more dates for upcoming Jammin at the Rez, August 17th and September 21st.

Hot Rod Charlie's Car show will be held this weekend at the Recreation park July 26th, 27th and 28th.  

There will be a softball tournament, an "All Nighter" at the Recreation park on August 3 and 4th. To get your team signed up call Joe Thomas at 419-541-6131.

Joe stated that Rockin the Rez was a success.  The day went by with no major issues.  He said he had so many people to thank; New London Police Department, New London Eagles, New London Boosters and the Park Board who were all there working.  He gave a very big "Thank You" to Chris Castle, Castle Music and Dirtsandwich Music Co. for organizing this event and bringing it to New London.  He also thanked all of the bands for coming and donating their time.  He also thanked Terry Granneman for the awesome Fireworks show.

The 18th Annual F.A.R.M Show went well.  He met with one of the organizers today and they were very pleased with everything except the rain.  They have already reserved the park for next July. 

The Hileman Building CDBG funding project goes out to bid on July 11 - July 25th.  The Bid opening will be in Norwalk.  Bid documents can be picked up at Frederick Architects, Park Street, Milan, Ohio 44846.

Joe stated that they have started on the concrete patio at the North End of the Hileman Building. CIC gave the park $2200.00 towards this project.  Hopefully Wednesday it won't rain and they will be able to pour this.

The Recreation Committee will be holding a Gun Raffle on October 5. There are 25 guns to be raffled off.  The tickets are $20.00 each or 6 for $100.00.  All of the proceeds will go to the park.  The tickets will be available in the Village Office or Joe Thomas will have some.
He also stated that the Park will be offering Presale tickets for Labor Day again this year.  This will be sold up until 9:00 pm Friday night starting in August.  These wrist bands are only good for Saturday, Sunday and Monday.  They are NOT good for Friday Night.
Shawn then stated that because of the Rockin at the Res, we have one band for sure, and possibly more for another concert this year.  They actually want to rent the amphitheater.
Paramore asked if we received any monies from any of these activities.  Joe stated that with Hot Rod Charlie we get the rental on the Thomas building and then he also gives us a donation and the camping fees. The Farm Show is still working on a tally and will give the park a donation. 

Curtis stated the Park Committee wanted to see how it would go this year, and if they wanted to come back next year before we set a contract on this.

The Mayor then asked for a report from the Police Chief Marko.  Chief Marko stated that recently his office has updated their records systems through the Ohio Attorney General's Office.  This did not cost the Village anything. It is a good system.
Bill Curtis then asked the Chief about the dog attack on North Main.  Has the dog be quarantined.  The Chief stated it is at home for 10 days.  The Police Department also faxed a report over to the Health Department and the Dog Warden will take over from there.  The Person did get cited for this accident. 
The Mayor then asked for a report from the Ambulance. Bill Curtis stated that they have been busy as ever, but he had nothing to report at this time.

Bob James also had nothing to report at this time.
The Mayor then asked for any public questions or statements.  Mrs. Poth from 85 Birch Park Drive was in attendance concerning the recent flooding on Birch Park Drive. She stated during the last big storm they had flooding in their basement, and she wanted to know if there was anything that could be done about this, or is there something that she could do to prevent this.
Shawn stated that he has only been here a short time also, but he has seen that Birch Park can be a problem area, but our system is not big enough to handle that much rain in that short period of time.  We are working on plans for several areas around town to be corrected.  Some of the areas have already been corrected.

John Chapin asked if she would be home during the day.  She stated yes.  He asked if he could stop down tomorrow and see the problem.  She stated yes.
The Mayor then asked if there were any other questions or statements.  

Ellen Simmons stated that the annual Community Club Pet Parade and Petting Zoo will be held this weekend across from the Post Office. The Farmers Market will also be open.
The Mayor then presented Ordinance 13-18, an ordinance amending the 2013 Appropriations.  This ordinance was placed on a second reading.
Myers made a motion to approve the second reading. Paramore seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No One opposed.

John Martin asked what the procedure was for selling beer at a Village function.  Jonna stated that usually she brings the form to council for approval, but at the Rockin at the Res it was a last minute thing, and she did give it to the police chief or his approval and also the Village Administrator.

The Mayor then asked for any new business. There was none.

He then presented the May monthly financial statement for approval. Curtis made a motion to approve the statement. Martin seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No One opposed.

The June monthly financial statement was then presented for approval. Cooke made a motion to approve this. Myers seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No One opposed.

The Bills to be paid were then presented for approval. Anderson made a motion to approve the bills. Paramore seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No one opposed.
The Mayor then asked for a motion to adjourn. Martin made a motion. Cooke seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
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