REGULAR COUNCIL - JULY 9, 2012

The Mayor called the meeting to order.  He then gave the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

Roll call was taken with the following members present: Martin, Curtis, Cooke, Myers, Paramore, and Anderson.

Also present: Mr. Jenson, Faye Carroll, Vicki Missler, Joe Thomas, Sam Alonso, Lynn Phillips, Ellen Simmons, and Chief Marko.

The Mayor the presented the Agenda for tonight’s meeting for approval.  Curtis made a motion to approve the agenda. Anderson seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
The Mayor then asked for approval of the minutes from the June 25, 2012 meeting.
Martin made a motion to approve the minutes. Paramore seconded the motion.  Roll call all ayes.

The  Mayor then asked for a report from Shawn Pickworth, the Village Administrator.  

Shawn stated that we have processed more water this last month then we have for a while.  This is due to the hot weather. Plant 1, processed 14.541 million gallons, and plant 2, processed $18.615 million gallons.  The water department continue to install new water meters.  He is also working on a plan to address the pool meter issue.  He plans on sending letters out to the residents that have a pool meter, but no longer have a pool.  We may need to update the Pool ordinance and water and sewer ordinance. He will work with Steve Bond on this.
The Sewer plant treated 8.073 million gallons during the month of June.

He also had a conference call with Jones & Henry Engineers, and Pam Ewing from RCAP to discuss the progress in the SSO Elimination Project.  He also gave each council member a copy of the minutes from this meeting.  The Project is still on track and moving along.

Precision Paving has completed the paving of Kelly, Nadine, and Sherman Streets. This has been completed.

The street and Sanitation departments continue to work on adding wheel kits to the dumpsters, and we have received the new mandated street signs.  We have to have these signs up by next year.  The department will start work on replacing these signs on non-trash route days.  


Shawn is also working on getting prices for a replacement dump truck for the Street and sanitation departments.

He also informed council that the new garbage truck has been sent back to the company for repairs.  We have had problems with it packing and the strobe lights haven’t worked right since we received it.
He also hired Price Metal to come in and clean up the compost pile beside the garage.  This is where the public dumps their yard waste and tree limbs and we chip up the tree limbs.  EPA has requested or mandated that this area be cleaned up.  This will cost us $3,800.00.  Shawn asked council to think about raising the sanitation rates from $18.36 which it is now up to $19.00 per month to cover the cost of having this company come in every 6 months to clean up the area.  This would keep the Compost Facility cleaned up and keep us in compliance with the EPA.

He also informed council that Melissa has started work on the Village health insurance.  Vicki Missler is here to discuss this in further detail.  We are also working on getting bids on our Property and Liability insurance.
Shawn also wanted to thank the Huron County Fair Board for the donation of 3 sets of bleachers.  Joe and Shawn picked those up the other day.

The Installation of the HVAC system for the Municipal Building has begun.  They will be working on this through this month, and due to this project Shawn asked council to change the location of the Council meeting on July 23 . He suggested we meet at the Hileman Building that night as we don’t know what shape this room will be in.

He also contacted the winner bidder for the Well fields and sent him a contract for him to review.  Shawn has also been working with Steve Bond on this.
The Circus is coming to town on August 4, and there are several locations in town that are selling tickets.  
 Shawn also wanted to thank Alex Rankin for watering the flowers up town.  He keeps these watered and looking good.
The mayor then asked for a report from the Recreation Department.  Joe Thomas stated that they had held the first pancake and sausage breakfast at the Reservoir, and took in about $420.00 which gave us a profit of  Approximately $300.00.  he also thanked Shawn for coming out and helping with this.  Nellie and her Grandson also helped.  Thanks to all of them.

Joe announced that he has a softball tournament this next weekend at the Park, and there are 11 teams signed up right now.

Joe also stated that they will start taking reservations for camping at labor day on August 1, at 6:00 am.  They will also take a $15.00 deposit to reserve the spot for next years labor Day festival.   The Camping cost $25.00 a day for the festival.

He stated that the Board has been working hard on the Festival and it looks like things are moving right along.
A local citizen wants to start a Horse Shoe League, and he will also run this league.  The man’s name is Mark Cuson

Joe then explained that the Recreation Board will be selling 3 day passes for the Labor Day Festival.  They will cost $15.00 each, and  are non refundable.  They will be sold at the Village Office only until noon on August 31.  This will save the person $3.00 over the weekend, but if you add a family up, it could save a lot more.

Joe also wanted to thank the Board members who came out and worked at the Reservoir, they planted flowers, and made the entrance to the Reservoir look a lot nicer.  

Bill Curtis wanted to thank Joe and his team for the work they have done at the Reservoir and the Recreation Park.  He stated he had driven around the reservoir, and had stopped and talked with the campers and they have told him that things are so much better, and they really like Joe and the work he has done out there.

The Mayor then asked the Police Chief if he had anything to report.  Chief Marko stated no, nothing today.
Bill Curtis then gave a report on the Ambulance.  There will be an open house held on August 3, this open house is by invitation only, but then on Saturday August 11, there will a public open house from 1:00 – 3:00.

The Mayor then asked for a report from Krock and Esser.

Sam took the floor and reported that the zoning map has been put on hold until council expresses their desire on what to do with it.  The Cemetery Plot map is in the works, and now that it is not so hot, either Sam or Jason will walk the cemetery to bring this up to date.
He reported that Sherman, Kelly and Nadine was paved. He also reported that the CBDG grant for Energy Place has moved onto the next round, which is a positive thing.  They have been working with Joe on a park master plan.  This will lay out the camp sites for the park and the reservoir.

The Mayor then asked for any public questions and statements, and anyone wishing to speak must state their name and they have 3 minutes for their subject.

John Jenson, Jenson Towing from Fitchville took the floor.  He stated that he has tried to get on the Rotation list for towing vehicles for sometime now.   He has talked with the Chief several times and what brought this to a head was on April 25, the Sheriff’s department called me for a tow, and when I got there I was told that Clark Brothers does all of the towing for New London and sent me away.  I then brought a bill up that I feel should be paid, because any other tow company, even Marvin’s would have threw a fit on this.   The Chief told him to come up and he would make some kind of rotation list, and we came up a couple days ago, and the chief didn’t have time. He felt that we should bid this out if we are not going to have a rotation for towing.  I didn’t know how to go about it, and that is why I came here tonight.
Curtis asked who called you?

Jenson stated The Huron County Sheriff Department.  

Cooke asked where he was located out of?

Jenson stated Fitchville.

Curtis then asked the Chief who does the towing for us?
Chief Marko stated Clark Brothers, we have a signed agreement with them.

Curtis  then stated he didn’t know if we have in our rules that your business has to be within the Village limits or not.

Jenson stated it never was that way, because Huntington used to tow for the Village.

I just think it should be a bid or a rotation.  It would be fair to all of us.  I just brought this up to you , so see where it can go from here.
Chief Marko then stated that he felt what happened was, our officer called for a tow truck, and since the Sheriff’s Department has a rotation schedule the dispatcher just called out the next one on the list, not knowing that if it is in New London we use Clark Brothers.  It was Officer Lamothe, and he did the right thing.  

Chief Marko explained that three years ago he had asked all of them to come up and discuss this in his office. Then two weeks ago, the other gentlemen came up to me and asked what about the rotation.  I once again stated get all of you in and we will discuss this.  Then on Monday Morning you came in and tried to bully me into this and I asked you to leave. He also stated that it was a good thing that Sam was here the day you went off on the ladies up front, because if I had been here you would have been arrested.  Now again, I did not ignore you, I told you to come into the office with everyone and we will set down and work something out.
Jenson stated that he had been here a couple of different times, and you tell me to get the other gentlemen and Marvin to come up together and we will work something out.  He stated that Marvin isn’t going to come up here to discuss this.
Chief Marko stated that towing is at the discretion of the Police Chief.  The Ohio State Patrol and the Sheriff Department tows a lot more vehicles than we do, plus they cover the entire county. We might tow 2 vehicle a month.

John Martin stated that we have discussed this before and we set a contract with Clark Brothers to do the towing. Our ordinance states that Marvin McCallister, Clark Brothers is supposed to be called.  He stated if Clark Brothers wasn’t available then it would outsourced, probably on a rotation basis.  Because of this John didn’t see what there was to argue about.
Steve Bond stated that there is a state law that gives the discretion to the Police Chief to decide who is going to do the towing.
Bill Curtis stated that we are trying to keep the business in town, as they are the ones that pay the city taxes, but we try to keep the business here in town.

Jenson stated that Huntington did towing before, and if it is going to be one person then it should be opened up and bid out.  

Curtis stated we could put it out to bid, but there would be stipulations for this.  Like the business would have to be located within the Village.

Jenson stated that he didn’t feel this was right, and he would deal with it from there.

The mayor then asked if there were any other comments.
Vicki Miller took the floor then and she explained that she had come in and worked with all of the Village employees, and have been able to submit the applications on line. She has sent the applications to Medical Mutual, Anthem, United Health Care and Aetna Health Insurance all at once. 

She stated that right now you are currently with Star Mark through Ohio Insurance, and you have the right to make a change of agent of record on your policy.  You can transfer this over to me, and if you do this before the renewal comes up, I will get the renewal before they do.  Melissa and Jonna stated that they have not been the most cooperative to work with, and they are charging you a service fee that is higher than necessary.  Vicki stated the HRA may take a little bit of time to complete.  The other agent has a 30 day appeal and she felt he probably would do this.  She stated that Starmark does not have a problem with this.

Cooke asked how the price would be compared to what we are paying now.  Vicki stated the price won’t change now, just because we changed agent of record.  Now as of October 1, that is when this policy is up for renewal and at this point I don’t know what the renewal will be.

Vicki stated that she will be able to propose all of the insurance premiums at once at renewal time.
Cooke stated he thought it would be easier to deal with an agent that is right here where an employee can contact them right away.

Shawn stated the thing that sold him on this was the fact that they were charging us for things that we don’t need to pay for.

Curtis then made a motion to make a change in the agent of record for our Health Insurance and appoint Vicki Missler as our Agent of Record. Martin seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
The Mayor then asked if there were any other questions.  There were none.
The Mayor then presented Ordinance 12-22 an agreement with the School for the use of the Football field and Park.  This ordinance was placed on a third and final reading.

Myers made a motion to approve the third and final reading. Martin seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
Ordinance 12-24, an ordinance allowing the Village Administrator to enter into contract with the Huron County Sheriff for Police Dispatching.  This ordinance was placed on a second reading.  Anderson made a motion to approve the second reading. Curtis seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.

Ordinance 12-25, an ordinance allowing the Village Administrator to enter into contract with the Huron County Sheriff for Dispatching of the Fire Department.  Myers made a motion to approve the second reading of this ordinance. Cooke seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
Ordinance 12-26, an ordinance allowing for the 2012 appropriations to be amended was placed on a second reading.  Martin made a motion to approve the second reading of this ordinance.  Paramore seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.

Ordinance 12-28, an ordinance amending section 1113.11 of the yard maintenance ordinance relative to commercial property was placed on a first reading.
Steve Bond then explained this ordinance is what I thought the consensus of council was from the last meeting.  Later on you have Ordinance 12-30 which is what Bob James wanted.  Either way, either one or both of them have to go to the planning commission.  I would suggest that you send them both to the planning commission and let them decide which one they want.  You can pass a first reading on this tonight, but then it has to go to the planning commission before it comes back to council.

Jonna asked if the planning commission can have a meeting first to go over this and then have a public hearing for this.  Steve Bond stated yes they can discuss this at a committee meeting, but then they would have to have a public hearing to discuss the changes with the public before it came back to council.
Paramore made a motion to approve the first reading of this ordinance Anderson seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
Ordinance 12-29, an ordinance relative to vacant and foreclosed property registration.  This ordinance was placed on a first reading.  

Steve Bond stated that this is the ordinance we got from Sam, and Steve stated that he put in a $200.00 registration fee.  Council can change that ordinance if they want to.

Myers asked if they could go ahead and pass this on a first reading and then make changes to it next time?

Steve stated  yes

Myers made a motion to pass the first reading of this ordinance.  Paramore seconded it. Roll call all ayes.
Ordinance 12-30 an ordinance amending the zoning code concerning outdoor storage. This ordinance was placed on a first reading.  Myers made a motion to approve the first reading. Martin seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
Resolution 12-05, a resolution  amending the vacation and sick leave for the fiscal officer. This Resolution was placed on a third and final reading.  Anderson made a motion to approve the third and final reading.  Myers seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
Resolution 12-07, a resolution authorizing Darwin Anderson, Mayor to submit an application to OPWC for the SSO project.  This resolution was placed on an emergency measure.
Paramore made a motion to suspend the rules. Curtis seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.

Paramore then made a motion to approve Resolution 12-07 on an emergency measure. 

Martin seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
Resolution 12-06, a resolution allowing the Administrator to apply for participation in the Moving Ohio Forward Grant Program.  This resolution was placed on a third and final reading. Curtis made a motion to approve the third and final reading. Martin seconded the motion. Steve Bond stated we should consider adding the Cotter property to this program.

Roll call all ayes.
 The Mayor then asked for any old business.  There was none.

The Mayor then asked for any new business. He then asked for approval of the June monthly report.  Martin made a motion to approve the monthly report. Curtis seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.

The Mayor then presented Schedule A of the bills to be paid.  Curtis made a motion to approve Schedule A. Anderson seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.

Schedule B of the bills to be paid was then presented.  Curtis made a motion to approve Schedule B. Martin seconded the motion. Roll call: Anderson –yes; Paramore –yes; Myers – disqualify herself, Cooke- abstain,, Curtis – yes; Martin –yes.

Martin then made a motion to enter into executive session for the purpose of discussing personnel. Myers seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
Curtis made a motion to return to regular session. Martin seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.


Martin then made a motion to hire Shawn Pickworth full time and end his probationary period.  Myers seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.

Curtis then made a motion to allow Shawn Pickworth, Village Administrator to terminate the agreement with Krock Esser Engineering firm  Martin seconded a motion.  Roll call all ayes.
Martin made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Curtis seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
Jonna Rowland


Darwin K Anderson

Fiscal Officer



Mayor

