REGULAR COUNCIL - JUNE 24, 2013

The Mayor called the meeting to order.  He then gave the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
Roll call was taken with the following members present: Martin, Curtis, Cooke, Myers, Paramore and Anderson.

Also present: Ellen Simmons, Lynn Phillips, Bob James, Joe Thomas, Chief Marko, Jason and Ronnie Hales.

The Mayor then asked for approval of the agenda.  Myers made a motion to approve the agenda. Curtis seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No One opposed.

The Minutes from the June 10, 2013 meeting were then presented for approval. Myers made a motion to approve the minutes. Paramore seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No One opposed.
The Mayor then asked for a report from the Administrator.

Shawn stated there wasn't much to report tonight, but he wanted to inform council that 2 of the water/sewer department personnel drove to Dayton today to bring the new Utility Truck back.  

The Easements for the SSO project have been completed and there are just a few things that need to be done paperwork wise before we go for the loan closing.  

The water department replaced a catch basin on Akron Street, and cleaned a sewer line on Shady Side.
Shawn had talked with ODOT about the Prospect Street Bridge Project, and we are waiting to hear when the pre-construction meeting will be held.

The Street department has been busy with working on tree stumps, and patching holes around town.  Shawn would like to fill cracks and seal it on some streets around town and hopefully this will be the life span of that street last a little longer.
Ohio EPA in their inspection of the recycle pile we need to document items that are dumped there, and He will be working with the Street/Sani guys to show them how EPA wants this done.
We also took the Mulberry Tree down that hung over our parking lot out back.  The property owner gave us permission in writing to remove the tree.  That will help as no one wanted to park under it while the mulberries were on the tree.

The summer help is working out very well.  When they are not helping the water/ sewer departments with projects they are out painting fire hydrants.  They have not only helped the water/ sewer department but they have also helped in the Sanitation and Park Department also.

A representative from the Trench Box company came and put on a safety meeting on the use and handling of the trench boxes.  The Employees were required to be there.
Shawn also announced he graduated from the Huron County Leadership Class.  This course takes a year to complete, but it was well worth it.
Shawn then asked if there were any questions.  There were none.

Joe Thomas then took the floor and informed council that over the weekend we had over 150 people at the beach at the Reservoir.  The Campers have said that the reservoir is so nice.  I believe there is interest coming back to the reservoir.  Our two new cabins are books every weekend until September.  They can still be rented during the week.

On July 13 there will be " Rockin at the Res"  This is being hosted by Chris Castle, Jamie Castle.  There will be 16 bands, and food, and drinks available.  This is scheduled to take place at the New London Reservoir Amphitheater on July 13, from 12:00 noon to 10:00 pm.  Tickets are available at the New London Village Office, Gilbert Hardware, New London Reservoir and Chris Castle.

He also wanted to remind everyone that on July 26, 27, and 28, we will have a Christian Youth Retreat. Scott Thompson is the man in charge and he would like the Reservoir to hold this annual event. Right now they have 5 bands and inspirational speakers coming in.
Joe also stated that they have met with 4 different companies, looking at updating the security system at the park and Cemetery.  More on this is to come in the future.
New London CIC donate $2200.00 to the Village of New London, New London Parks to put a cement patio on the North Side of the Hileman Building.  This would allow the parks to put picnic tables out there for use when there are gatherings.
In October the New London Recreation Park is going to hold a gun raffle.  This will be another fund raiser for the parks.

Martin asked about the concerns of the board that the Dari bar needs to be open more.  He stated that if the person that is renting the Dari Bar is paying his rent then the board shouldn't have a say in when it is open unless it was stated in the contract.

Joe then asked if there were any other questions.  There were none.

The Mayor then asked for a report from the Police Department. Chief Marko stated he had nothing to present at this time.

The Mayor asked Bill Curtis for a report from the Firelands Ambulance.  Bill stated everything is working well at the ambulance.  They have been busy, but everything is going good.

The Mayor then asked for a report from Bob James, Zoning Inspector.  Bob stated he had gone down to inspect the property on South Main.  He reported to council that they have mowed their property, and have covered up their landscaping materials.  Bob had given the property owner a letter stating that the yard citation had been complied with but the barn had not.  The property owners have asked the Judge for a dismal of all charges.
He also stated he had met with a property owner on North Main Street, about his back yard.  Mr. Hales wanted to let this grow naturally and make it a wooded yard. Bob stated he felt if we are making other people in town keep their property mowed this lot should also be mowed.

Bill Curtis asked about a property on Park Avenue that supposedly had built buildings without a permit.  Bob stated they did have a permit.  Bill said that these buildings are falling down.  Bob will check this property out and report back.

Martin asked if Bob had given the property owner on North Main a deadline to have the property mowed.  Bob stated that falls under the Police Chief's jurisdiction.  The Chief responded that it should be mowed if that is what the ordinance says.

Jason questioned this as there are other commercial properties in town that are not mowed, one is the railroad property.  It also states in the ordinance that an undeveloped woodlands (Section 521.11 - or farmland except that no such areas may obstruct the vision of motorists and pedestrian traffic on or near public roads is allowed. He asked if he plants timothy seeds there and turn it into a hay field, then that is okay.  Steve Bond stated yes as long as it is baled or farmed like farm land.  Jason then asked about being able to spread manure on this property if he is going to farm it.  Steve Bond stated that there is an ordinance against noxious odors.
Jason stated thank you, I guess I will not waste any more of your time.

Bob James stated that the Police Chief had also cited a property on Clifton Street, and the Judge on this citation more or less threw the book at this property owner.  She received a $115.00 fine, and two years' probation.  She has to clean up her property by September.
The Mayor then presented Ordinance 13-15 for a third and final reading.  This ordinance allows the Fiscal Officer to Transfer $5,000 from the General Fund to the Rainy Day Fund. Curtis made a motion to approve the third and final reading.  Anderson seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No One opposed.

Ordinance 13-16, an ordinance amending the vehicle use policy in the employee handbook was placed on a third and final reading.  Myers made a motion to approve the third and final reading.  Anderson seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No One opposed.

The Mayor then presented Resolution 13-04, a resolution entering into contract with the Huron County Emergency Management for the Fiscal Year 2013-2014.  This Resolution was placed on a third and final reading.  Martin made a motion to approve the third and final reading of this Resolution. Curtis seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No one opposed.RES 13-04   EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT - THIRD AND FINAL

Ordinance 13-17, an ordinance amending the 2013 Appropriations was then placed on a second reading.  This was necessary due to the fact of receiving unexpected Estate Tax.  Paramore made a motion to approve the second reading of this Ordinance. Martin seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. - No One opposed.
The Mayor then asked for any old business.  There was none.

He then asked for New Business - Joe Thomas stated he wanted to thank Dean Bailey and the Golden Agers for the Flag Poles and flags.  There is one at the park and two at the reservoir.

The Mayor then presented the bills for approval.  Anderson made a motion to approve the bills to be paid. Myers seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No one opposed.

The Mayor then asked for a motion to move into executive session for the purpose of discussing details of security.  Curtis made a motion to enter into executive session. Cooke seconded the motion. Roll call: Martin - yes; Curtis- yes; Cooke -yes; Myers - yes; Paramore - yes; and Anderson -yes.
Myers made a motion to return to regular session. Anderson seconded the motion. Roll call: Anderson - yes; Paramore - yes; Myers - yes; Cooke - yes; Curtis - yes; and Martin -yes.
The Mayor asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting. Anderson made a motion. Martin seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
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