REGULAR COUNCIL - JUNE 9, 2014

The Mayor called the meeting to order. He then led the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

Roll call was then taken: Martin, Curtis, Cooke, Myers, Paramore and Winslow.

Also present: Joy Bond, Steve Bond, John Chapin, Ellen Simmons, Lynn Phillips, Chief Marko and Joe Thomas.

The Mayor then asked for approval of the Agenda.  Curtis made a motion to approve the agenda. Myers seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.  No one opposed.
The Mayor then presented the minutes from the May 12, 2014 meeting for approval.
Paramore made a motion to approve the minutes. Myers seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No one opposed.

The Mayor then asked for any public questions or statements.  Ellen Simmons asked what council’s intent to replace Jonna is.  Shawn stated that he felt that Melissa Wilson would be taking over the position of Fiscal Officer. 
The Mayor then asked for a report from the Administrator.

Shawn then stated that the Water Department had fixed 3 major leaks, 2 at the Reservoir Campground and 1 on New London Avenue.  They are also making plans to locate and repair a leak at the intersection of East Main and East Street.  The crew is planning on doing this on Tuesday, June 10th.  They also believe they found another small leak on Maple Street.
The Water department also fixed a controller in Plant 1; they were able to replace it with a spare controller.  
We are still installing new water meters, hopefully this will be done by the end of the year.

The SSO Elimination project is moving along.  The crews are working on finishing the remaining trench repairs and restorations of the first part of the project.  Next the crew will move to West Main Street, and begin replacing mains.  Shawn had attached a revised schedule from the contractor.  He also gave Council a copy of last month’s breakdown of the costs of the project and the balance left in the contingency fund

At 200 West Main, there was a large storm sewer that failed.  It was a 20 inch storm, and it runs right through Eastman’s parking lot.  We have dug this up and repaired it.  There was also a broken storm sewer behind Engraving by Steve, and the crew also fixed this one.

In the Sewer department the crew has cleaned and repaired both Clarifiers and put both back into service.  There are issues with Imoff Tank and the crew is working on resolving this issue.

The County Commissioner had the second bid opening for the paving of Third Street.  The lowest bid came in at $47307.00 with the highest bid at $54,162.00.  The Commissioners accepted the low bid and has awarded the contract to A.J. Riley.  The grant portion of this paving project will be $27,700 and the Village’s share will be $19,607.00.

Shawn then stated that we had put in for more funding next year through CBDG, and the Village actually received one of the grants given out.  It was for $13,700.00 and we would have used this money to pave High Street.  He then stated that the issue with this is that the project is estimated to cost approximately $48,800.00 and the Village would have to commit $35,100.00 towards our share of the project.  He explained to council that he would like to return this grant to the Commissioners and explain to them that we are very grateful, and appreciate the generosity, but he felt that we just couldn’t afford that next year.  He recommended that the Village allow this money to go to an alternate project selected by the Commissioners and we will resubmit next year if there is more funding available.

Shawn then informed council that on Thursday, May 29, our Garbage truck broke down on State Route 162 on the way back from the Landfill.  We had the truck then towe4d to Midway in Monroeville, and fund that there were several issues to deal with.  We hope to get the truck back by the end of this week.  

The Ohio EPA was in town on Tuesday, June 3rd for the inspection of our compost facility.  Shawn had attached a copy of the inspection report to Council’s packet.  He stated that our inspection came out very good.

We have renewed our FCC license for the Village. Shawn also received an estimate on replacing the roof on the Municipal Building.  It came in at $50,000.00.  He suggested to council when we are ready to do this, we will need to bid it out.

The Village has sprayed for mosquitos 3 times so far this year, and will continue as long as there is money in the budget.  The Mosquito spray costs the Village $65.00 per gallon and it takes anywhere from 4 – 5 gallons to spray the Village including both parks, not including labor.    The Village also continues to address abandoned properties about the high grass ordinance.

The Police department remodel is moving along, the drywall is up and the walls have been painted, the electricians should be in tomorrow, and then we will have the ceiling, floor and bathrooms to finish. Then the installation of the furniture, and computers, etc.

The roofs on the Village Garage and Sewer Storage Building have been repaired, and Shawn had filled out the last of the paperwork needed to release the funds to do the Hileman Building roof.

Shawn wanted to thank the Cemetery Board and all of the volunteers who helped improve the Cemetery, Mausoleum and just everything at the Cemetery.  He has had a lot of positive comments about how nice this looks.  He also wanted to thank the New London Garden Club for planting and weeding at the Triangle Park, and the New London Community club for the Flower pots in the uptown area.  Without these volunteers and groups our town would not look as nice as it does.

Shawn also explained to council that he had tried to be in contact with CSX, when they put stone down along the railroad they closed off our drainage at the Reservoir and Park, and we are now flooding out there at the campground.  Shawn had contacted the Huron County Soil & Water, and they came out promptly to inspect the issue.  Everyone agreed this is an issue caused by CSX.  Shawn then contacted the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio, Rail Division about the issue and they were in New London on Friday, May 30 and again we walked the entire length of the property flooded and were able to determine of a print where we believe the main blockage is going under the tracks north of the campgrounds.  It was also determined the old Wheeling rail Bed is also causing issues with flooding between the two.  The issues are being addressed but will take time to resolve.

Jan asked about how much we have spent on the Police Station. Shawn stated around $90,000.00.

There were no more questions for Shawn, the Mayor then asked for a report from John Chapin, water / sewer department.

John stated the only thing he had was to inform council that Don Patton has passed his final test, and has now become a double class III, which means he has his Class III license in Water and also his class III license in Sewer.   This is very tough to obtain and he wanted to congratulate Don for his hard work.
The Mayor then asked for a report from the Park.

Joe Thomas stated that the Park Board had met on Thursday, June 5th.  They are finalizing the plans for the Firelands Festival.

Joe wanted to remind everyone that the Dari Bar at the Park is open, and they are serving Food now, and he believed that they were also open for lunch.  He asked everyone to stop by for lunch or in the evenings.  He stated that the food is very good.

He also informed council that the summer held started today, and we received 3 workers through the Counties Job and Family services TANF program.  The program is for youth workers that qualify for the program to work summer jobs with the Village and their wages are reimbursed 100% through this funding.  This program can also be used at other areas around town such as businesses if they would just contact Huron County Job and family services.
Joe also stated this weekend the campers will hold their Jammin at the Res from 1:00pm to 7:00 pm.  The camper then use the money they collect to do something nice for someone in the Community or at the campgrounds.  This music is Country, Gospel and Blue Grass.  All are invited to attend.
Joe stated the Reservoir has new items that can be rented out, they are kayaks, paddle boats, and we also have installed a slide in the water.
On July 12, the Park will hold its second annual “ROCKING THE RES”, so far we have 10 bands coming, and it will run from 1:00 pm until 9:30, and will be followed by fireworks.  Joe wanted to thank Jamie Castle for helping him set this event up.

This Saturday, June 14 at 11:30 we will dedicate the new Toddlers Playground if anyone wants to attend.
He also stated that the Eagles club will be doing a beer tent at the Rocking at the Res on July 12, and they will need council’s permission to allow them to get a beer permit. Stuart stated that remind the Eagles that we need proof of insurance with the Village listed as Additional insured.

Joe also stated that we have started selling the Gun Raffle tickets.  They can be purchased from any park board member, at Gilbert Hardware and at the Park.  The gun raffle is November 1st.
Steve Bond then stated he thinks council should approve the summer help.  

Curtis made a motion to accept the three seasonal workers at the park, Cody Owens, Colton Lay, and Jacob Swafford.  Martin seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.

John Martin then asked Joe about the position of the new slide at the park.  John felt it was too high for the little ones at the end of the slide.  Joe stated he still had to put in about 4 to 6 inches of mulch and that would then make the end of the slide lower.

The Mayor then asked for a report from the Police Department.  Chief Marko reported that they had 1 adult and 3 juveniles do damage to property, cars, and signs over the weekend.  They have been found and the police department plans on going forward with charges.  Chief stated he felt that they had a solid case.  He thanked the citizen that called in the complaint, and the officer on duty responded quickly enough to catch one of the suspects on the property.  They will continue to pursue charges on the individuals.

Chief Marko stated that there will be some days during the day he will not be in the office, as he will be working the night shift.

The Mayor then asked for a report from the Ambulance.  Bill Curtis stated he had nothing to present tonight.

Shawn stated that the zoning meeting was cancelled tonight, and hopefully they will be working to finish this project up over the next month or two.

The Mayor then presented Resolution 14-08, a resolution allowing the Village to enter into contract with Huron County Emergency Management for emergency services.  This Resolution was placed on a third and final reading.  Cooke made a motion to approve the third and final reading of this Resolution. Paramore seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
Resolution 14-10, a resolution accepting the gift from the Friends of the New London Cemetery was placed on a second reading.  John Martin then made a motion to table this resolution until the council and the Cemetery Board could meet and rework the language in this Resolution.  Cooke made a motion to table this Resolution. Paramore seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No one opposed.

Ordinance 14-14, an ordinance allowing the Village to enter into contract with the Huron County Sheriff for Police Dispatching.  This ordinance was placed on a first reading.  Myers made a motion to approve the first reading of this ordinance. Cooke seconded the motion, Roll call all ayes.
Ordinance 14-15, an ordinance allowing the Village to enter into contract with the Huron County Sheriff for Fire Dispatching.  This ordinance was placed on a first reading. Paramore made a motion to approve the first reading. Winslow seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
Under new business John Martin made a motion to allow the CBDG money for High Street to be turned back into the County Commissioners.  Cooke seconded this motion. 

Roll call all ayes.
Cooke then made a motion to allow the4 Eagles to sell beer at the Reservoir on the night of the Rockin at the Res.  Myers seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
The Mayor then asked for approval of the bills, Schedule A.  Myers made a motion to approve Schedule A.  Winslow seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
Paramore then made a motion to approve Schedule B of the bills to be paid. Curtis seconded the motion. Roll call: Martin – yes; Curtis – yes; Cooke –abstain; Myers –disqualify herself; Paramore – yes; and Winslow – yes;

Curtis made a motion to allow the Village to pave Third Street. Winslow seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
Martin then made a motion to enter into executive session for the purpose of discussing personnel. Myers seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.

Myers made a motion to return to regular session. Cooke seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.

Meeting adjourned.
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