REGULAR COUNCIL MARCH 10, 2014

The Mayor called the meeting to order.  He then gave the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

Roll call: Martin, Curtis, Stuart, Myers, Marion, and Winslow.

Also present: Steve Bond, John Chapin, Shawn Pickworth, Chief Marko, Lynn Phillips, and Ellen Simmons.

The Mayor asked for approval of the Agenda. Martin made a motion to approve the agenda. Paramore seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.

The Mayor then presented the minutes from the February 24, meeting for approval.  Paramore made a motion to approve the minutes. Myers seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.

The Mayor then asked if there were any public questions or statements.  Ellen Simmons asked to speak.  She stated that the New London Community Club has passed out there annual Town Event cards.  They are also setting them in stores and other places around town.

She also has tickets for the Cabin Fever Cure at the Park.  This is the 2nd Annual Cabin Fever event, and is hosted by the New London Parks and New London Cemetery Board.

This will be held on March 20, 2014 from 6:00 to 9:00 pm.

The Mayor then asked for a report from the Village Administrator.

Shawn started with the water department. He stated that last Thursday there were problems at the water plant due to valve failing.  This has been fixed and everything is back in service.  The department will be inspecting more valves at the plant.
The SSO Project has daily challenges; last week on Wednesday was by far the worst so far.  There were 5 different water line leaks, and the department worked along with the contractor to repair all of these and keep the project moving forward. There is one line on North Railroad that will have to be moved about 6 feet to the south.  This line is directly in the path of the project.  This will involve one house for one day.
John and Shawn will be meeting tomorrow morning with the contractor, and engineers for the monthly reporting.  They will go over the entire project so far, make change orders, and report on the progress.

Shawn also informed council that concerning our annual bridge inspections, the State of Ohio will be trying out a new program.  He has put legislation on for this program tonight.  They will come a do our annual bridge inspection for free.  At this point we have Richland Engineering doing our bridge inspections, and we pay them $266.25 per year to do the inspections.  
Shawn is also looking into the idea of seeing if we can get a patent on our dumpsters that we haul behind the garbage truck.  He has never seen anything like this and thinks we may be the only ones who have developed this idea.  More to come on this.

Shawn has met with the people that want to rent the Dari Bar this summer.  They really wanted to be in there by March 1, but due to the weather and no heat in the building we cannot turn the water on until it warms up.  They have signed a contract and are working on getting all of their health department permits.
The Recreation Board met on Monday, March 3rd.  There was a number of discussions took place on the project we are doing and also Labor Day Festival.  They also received a letter of resignation from Dennis Goetze.  The board thanked him for all of his hard work over the years, and for being the past president of the Board.

The board also discussed adding a horse arena for horse shows.  There is a person that would donate the money to construct this area.

At the last council meeting Joe Thomas, Recreation Director, presented to council a plan to update the Hileman Building.  After our meeting we have taken a pretty good look at the project, and have cut the cost of this by approximately $20,000.  Shawn believed that the roof to the building is going to be the biggest cost, the floors, and the doors and windows.  He stated that we can do a lot of these items ourselves and cut the cost of the renovation that way He would like to propose to council that after the updates are completed we increase the cost to rent the building, and then out of the additional cost pay back the funds that the money was taken from to do the project. 

Shawn also handed out a report from the Huron County Health Department for each council member. 

He also announced that the Recreation Park and the New London Sons of the American Legion will be hosting a Dart Ball tournament on April 3, 2014.  The Sons of the American Legion have asked that council approve a liquor permit for this event.

We have also sent three of our employees for CDL Training.  Two of the employees have passed their permit test, and once they all pass the exams, we will then have all of our employees with a CDL. 

On March 6th we held the bid opening for the mowing of the Grove Street Cemetery, Memorial Park, Triangle Park and the Village council and office.  After reviewing the bids and then interviewing the apparent bid winner we would like to recommend Locke’s Green Side Up out of Oberlin Ohio at a cost of $47,100 over the next 4 years.

Shawn has been receiving a lot of calls about Bonney Creek of East of town, the property owners want to know if we are going to be cleaning this creek out.  Shawn stated no, as it is not our property, the property belongs to the homeowners, and the only way this could be done is to be an assessment on the homeowner to pay for the cleaning of the creek.

On Friday, March 14, there will be a mandatory meeting for any contractor that wants to bid on the remodel of the police station will have to attend.  This will take place at the Village Council Chambers and will have a walk-through of the project.

Shawn also wanted to thank the New London Historical Society for the photographs that they have loaned to the Village.  These have been hung in the Council Chambers.  These show a lot of the history of New London, and add to the Council Chambers.

Shawn then stated that he realizes that it is March, and he didn’t think it was too soon to talk about the Income Tax renewal that has to be put on the ballot this fall.  He stated this is not an increase; it is nothing new, just a renewal.  Also he stated that we used to receive $160,000 from the state sales tax, and they have cut this back to $60,000 this year.  This is the money that pays for the Police and Fire Departments.  So we will have to plan on having public meetings on this and working to get the word out about this.

Shawn received an email from the Huron County Engineers office, stating there is going to be extra money in the Issue II grants this year, which he will apply for.
Neil Winslow asked why Longmaids was not selected for the mowing of the cemetery.  Shawn stated that several of the bidders did not follow the instructions to place the bid.  The bid documents called for a 4 year price and Longmaids only gave a 3 year price, so that threw them out of the bidding. 
The Mayor then asked for a report from the Water/Sewer Departments.  John Chapin stated the reservoir is now full; we have been pumping some during the winter months, and may pump again in May.
The Mayor then asked for a report from Police Chief Mike Marko.  Chief stated he had nothing to present at this time.

Bill Curtis then reported that Firelands Ambulance Service had 33 runs in February.  16 in New London; 4 in New London Township;  1 in Ruggles Township, and 4 in Ruggles.  There were three motor vehicle accidents.

In Zoning, Bob James announced that there will be a meeting before the first council meeting of the month to hammer out the new zoning code. He will contact members of the committees that should attend.

The Mayor then presented Ordinance 14-001 for approval of the third and final reading.  This ordinance amends the Employee Handbook.  Myers made a motion to approve the third and final reading. Martin seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.

Ordinance 14-02, an ordinance allowing the Fiscal Officer to transfer $15,000 from the General Fund to the Street Fund.  Curtis made a motion to approve the third and final reading of this ordinance. Martin seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
Ordinance 14-03, an ordinance accepting the updated codified ordinances for the village was placed on a third and final reading.  Paramore made a motion to approve the third and final reading. Winslow seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.

Ordinance 14-04, an ordinance allowing the Village Administrator to enter into a lease contract with MT Business, for the copier for the Village.  This ordinance was placed on a third and final reading.  Martin made a motion to approve Ordinance 14-04 on a third and final reading.  Winslow seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
Ordinance 14-05, an ordinance allowing the Village Administrator to enter into contract with ODOT for the annual bridge inspection.  This ordinance was placed on an emergency reading.  Myers made a motion to suspend the rules to allow Ordinance 14-05 to be accepted on an emergency measure.  Curtis seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
Paramore then made a motion to pass Ordinance 14-05 on an emergency basis.  Cooke seconded the motion. Roll call: Martin – yes; Curtis – yes; Cooke – yes; Myers – yes; Paramore – yes; and Winslow – yes.

Ordinance 14-06, an ordinance amending the employee handbook concerning the salary schedule was placed on an emergency basis.  Martin made a motion to suspend the rules. Cooke seconded the motion Roll call all ayes.

Cooke made a motion to pass Ordinance 14-06 on an emergency basis.  Curtis seconded the motion. Roll call: Winslow – yes; Paramore – yes; Myers – yes; Cooke – yes; Curtis –yes; and Martin – yes.

The Mayor then asked for any old business.  Martin then stated in the past we have talked about a handicap spot for fishing at the Reservoir, and a handicap parking spot also that is close to the fishing spot.  Shawn stated he had never thought about that but would work on getting this done this year.

The Mayor asked for new business.  Curtis made a motion to accept Dennis Goetz’s resignation from the Park Board. Martin seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
Martin then made a motion to allow the Sons of the American Legion to apply for a beer permit at the Dart Ball Game in April.  Myers seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
Martin then made a motion to enter into contract with Locks Greenside up for the mowing contract.  Steve Bond stated that we need to make sure that we are listed as additional insured, not just a certificate holder.  Shawn will make sure of this.  Curtis then seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
Martin then made a motion to allow the Fiscal Officer to transfer $25,000 from the CSX Fund, and $25,000 from the Revolving loan fund to the Recreation Fund for the improvements to the Hileman Building.  Steve Bond stated that council could go ahead and give Shawn permission to start the project but we will need an ordinance placed on the agenda at the next meeting to make the financial transfer.   Martin then made a motion to allow Shawn to get started on the project. Winslow seconded the motion. Roll 
The Mayor then asked for approval of the bills to be paid on the Schedule A.  Myers made a motion to approve Schedule A. Winslow seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.

The Mayor then presented schedule B for approval. Martin made a motion to approve Schedule B.  Curtis seconded the motion. Roll call: Martin – yes; Curtis - yes; Cooke- abstain; Myers – disqualify herself; Paramore – yes; and Winslow – yes.

 Martin then made a motion to enter into executive session for the purpose of discussing personnel.  Cooke seconded the motion. Roll call: Martin – yes; Curtis – yes; Cooke – yes; Myers – yes; Paramore – yes; and Winslow –yes.

Myers made a motion to return to regular session. Martin seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
Martin then made a motion to move Don Patton to Utilities superintendent with an increase in pay to $22.42 beginning the next pay period.  Also to hire Wendy Kidd back on a part time basis effective 3/1/14 at her old rate.  Myers seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.

Cooke made a motion to adjourn. Martin seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
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