REGULAR COUNCIL - MARCH 25, 2013

The Mayor called the meeting to order, followed by the invocation. He then led the Pledge of Allegiance.
Roll call was taken with the following members present: Martin, Myers, Paramore, and Anderson.  Curtis and Cooke were absent.
The Mayor then presented the Agenda for approval. Paramore made a motion to approve the agenda. Myers seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No one opposed.

The Minutes from the March 11, 2013 were then presented for approval. Anderson made a motion to approve the minutes. Martin seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No one opposed.
The Mayor then asked for a report from the Administrator.

Shawn gave the following report to council:

· April will be hydrant flushing month.  The Water Crew will be flushing fire hydrants on Wednesdays and Thursdays during the month of April.  Please be aware that water can become stirred up during this time resulting in cloudy or discolored water for short periods of time.  We are mandated by the EPA to do this 2 times a year.

· In reference to the Sewer Elimination Project, we have received the Permit to install from the Oho EPA. So that completes that step of the project.  We will be holding a meeting this Thursday at the Hileman Building allowing the residents to come and get any questions answered on this project.  We also need to have the residents that are affected by this project to turn in their construction easements.  If the weather holds the Engineers will also be on hand to answer any questions the residents may have.
· We are still do some more field investigation work on sewer lines on East Main, and will have a company come back in and do some more videos needed for the project.

· We also held a conference call on Thursday, March 14, 2013, regarding the project to discuss what is still needed before we can close this deal with the USDA and go to bid for this project. The Main concern is finishing the easement work with residents and the railroad along with a few other documents before we can close on the loan.

· If anyone has questions or concerns for this project they can come to the Meeting Thursday night, or stop or call the office.

· He is getting ready to submit a Grant Application for 2013 CBDG Funding to repave 3rd Street.  There is an ordinance on the agenda to allow this tonight.

· The Prospect Street Bridge Project is scheduled for bid on May 23, 2013, the award date is scheduled for 6/3/2013, and the estimated construction date is set to begin on July 8, and finish by October, 2013.

· The SPRING CLEAN UP for the VILLAGE OF NEW LONDON will be the last full week in APRIL.  TUESDAY's ROUTE WILL BE APRIL 22 AND 23, AND THURSDAY'S ROUTE WILL BE APRIL 24TH & 25TH.  THIS DOES NOT INCLUDE THE TOWNSHIP OR RURAL PICK UP, THIS IS ONLY FOR INSIDE THE VILLAGE LIMITS.  He stated that once we have gone by your home for this special pick up, we will not come back, so you must have your items on the specified day.  

· We will not pick up, asbestos materials, gas tanks, chemicals, paint, yard waste, sod, dirt, rocks, concrete or batteries, AND THERE WILL BE EXTRA CHARGE FOR TIRES.

· He announced the Clerk will be attending th4 Local Government Conference in Columbus on April 3 and 4th.
· We held the monthly CIC this month in this building. Our guest speaker was heather Kraus, Account Executive from PNC Merchant Services.

· Shawn also attended a meeting with County Administrators, Mayors and Commissioners and Contractors to discuss the possibility of bringing a company that would take the place of relying on Richland County for inspections, permits and other services.  He gave this information to council to look at, and stated he could bring in a company representative to talk with council.

· Attended a Huron County Planning Commission meeting on March 21st.

· Reminded residents that they need to file their local taxes by April 15, 2013.  These forms can be picked up at the New London Library, at the New London Village Office or can be printed off our website- www.newlondonohio.com

· Shawn also attended a Monument meeting on March 15th, and have the new prints drawn up.  These were done by an Architect who has donated his time, the project will be presented to council at the next council meeting April 8, 2013.

Martin asked who all as on the monument committee.  Shawn stated at the meeting he attended, there was Bill Curtis, the Architect, Heath White, and Eva Snyder. John asked why he was not invited he is still on the committee.  Shawn stated he did not know.  John stated that he knew nothing of the meeting, and would like to know why he was not informed about this. Shawn stated he was under the understanding that John had stepped away from this particular project, but he would inform John of the next meeting schedule.

Shawn asked permission to interview 3 candidates that came in with the resumes. Myers made a motion to allow the interviews. Martin seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
 The Mayor asked for a report from the Recreation Department.  
Joe Thomas then stated the following:

· He has been test driving a pickup truck.  The Truck he inherited is on its last legs, it is just limping around.

· He wanted to thank Gayle Ashbaker and Kay Erlenbach for organizing the Cabin Fever Cure at the Hileman Building.  The Park and the Cemetery each made $727.00 from this.  It was a good evening, and he again thanked all of the volunteers that helped with this night.

· On May 11 there will be a spring Fishing Derby, and a pancake and sausage breakfast.  The Derby starts at 7:30 and the kids fishing derby starts at 10:00

· They have been collecting the wood from the properties around town that didn't want it, and they have it all cut up and now they just have to split it.  This will help at Labor Day so we don't have to purchase any wood.

· He had talked with a lady from Natures Works too look at maybe getting a grant for the Reservoir Playground equipment.  The Eagles have purchased a small playground set for the area back in the campground.  This one would be a large one costing maybe $50,000.  This company will give us a grant matching any other grant money we can receive from ODNR.

· The CBDG Funds for the Hileman Building have been released we are just waiting on the architect to get the drawings over to WSOS so we can bid the project out.

· He also announced that the Park will put on two new events this summer, one being the Farm Show that used to be at the Huron County Fairgrounds, this will be July and also in July Chris Castle a former New London resident is getting together several bands who will put on a battle of the bands at the Reservoir, these bands will be donating their time.

The Mayor then asked for a report from the Police Chief. Chief Marko stated he had nothing to present at this time.

The Mayor asked for a report from the Zoning Commissioner Bob James.  He stated if the weather clears up he will be doing his annual trip around the Village to look for junk, and other things on properties that need to be cleaned up.  He wants to get this done before the Annual Spring Pick up so that the residents can set their stuff out for pick up that week.

The Mayor then asked for any public questions or statements.  Mr. Scott Christophel took the floor and announced he was a candidate for Municipal Court Judge for Huron County.  He had worked for the Norwalk Law Director, he had been Assistant Willard Prosecutor, and had worked for the Norwalk Court prosecutor. He will be running in the May Primary.
The Mayor asked for any other public questions or statements. 
Ellen Simmons took the floor and stated that she has handed out this year's town event card that is done by the New London Community Club.  These are available all over town.  She also announced that it is time for the New London Rotary's annual Rose Sale.  You can contact any Rotary member to order these.

The Mayor thanked both Ellen and Mr. Christophel.

The mayor then presented Ordinance 12-48 for its third and final reading.  This ordinance had been tabled back in December until the Chief found a car.  Martin made a motion to take this off the table and present it for its third and final reading.  Paramore seconded the motion. Roll Call all ayes.
Ordinance 12-48 was then placed on a third and final reading.  This will allow the Police Chief to purchase a new police car from the State of Ohio, at a cost of approximately $30,000.00.  The car costs $25, 903.47 and then the Chief has to add some equipment to this vehicle.  This was in the 2013 appropriations budget. Paramore then made a motion to allow the Police Chief to purchase this car. Myers seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. Those who oppose - none.

Ordinance 13-12 an ordinance allowing the Administrator to enter into a facility encroachment agreement with CSX Railroad to allow the Village to conduct the planned sanitary sewer improvements along Washburn Street and Walnut Street.  This ordinance was placed on a second reading. Martin made a motion to approve the second reading of this ordinance. Myers seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No one opposed.
Ordinance 13-13, an ordinance changing the due date of the Utility Bills from the 10th of the month to the 15th of the month.  This ordinance was put on a first reading.  Jonna explained to council that due to the mail being changed to the Cleveland Post Office, we have several customers anywhere from 75 to 100 that do not receive their bills on time during the month.  Some of them have said they receive the original bill on the same day as they receive their late notice.  Myers made a motion to approve the first reading of this ordinance. Paramore seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.  Those who oppose - none.

Ordinance 13-14, an ordinance authorizing the Village Administrator to apply for CBDG Funding in connection with the Repaving of Third Street.  This ordinance was placed on a first reading.   Myers made a motion to approve the first reading of this ordinance. Anderson seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No one opposed.
The Mayor then asked for any old business.  There was none.  He then asked for any new business.

Jonna stated she was representing the New London Athletic Boosters and would like to ask council's permission to install a 5 foot bronze wildcat inside the fence at the Football / Track complex. Martin made a motion to allow the Athletic Boosters to do this.  Paramore seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.

Jonna then asked for permission to change the style of utility bills we send out.  We are having in addition to the post office delivering these late, apparently we are not giving them enough room on the bill to post their bar code. Also she explained that we send out approximately 250 delinquent bills a month and by changing to a postal card type delinquent bill we will be able to save approximately $400.00 a year in postage, and also the printing will take less time which equates to a savings in labor. Council was all in agreement with this change.

Bob James then informed council that the Village's domain should be moved and completed by next week.  We are waiting on the National registry approval to change all of the email addresses.  He also stated that a council member could set up their own Village Email if they want to.  Martin was the only one interested at this time.
Shawn asked if the old emails would be in existence for a few days so that we could send out mass mailings informing our contacts of the email address being changed.  Bob stated yes.
The Mayor then presented the list of bills for approval for payment.  Myers made a motion to approve the bills to be paid. Anderson seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes
Martin then made a motion to suspend the rules and enter into executive session for the purpose of discussing police personnel.  Anderson seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
Martin made a motion to return to regular session. Paramore seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
Myers then made a motion to adjourn. Martin seconded the motion. Meeting adjourned.
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