REGULAR COUNCIL - MAY 12, 2014

In the absence of the Mayor, Council President John Martin called the meeting to order.  He then asked for a moment of silence, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Roll call was then taken with the following members present: Martin, Curtis, Cooke, Myers, Paramore and Winslow.
Also present: Bob James, Chief Marko, Tim Brown, Marvin McAllister, Ellen Simmons, Lynn Phillips and John Chapin. 

John then asked for approval of the agenda.  Myers made a motion to approve the agenda. Cooke seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No one opposed.

The Minutes from the April 28, 2014 meeting were then presented for approval.  Cooke made a motion to approve the minutes. Winslow seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.  No one opposed.

John asked for any public questions or statements, there were none.

John then asked for a report from the Administrator.

Shawn reported that the water department has both clarifiers drained and cleaned and put back into service, the crew has gotten a little break last week from the Sewer project due to the weather.

In the SSO Elimination project, trench repairs have begun.  They have started on the South Side of East Main and Park Avenue.  Once the South Side of East Main is complete they will open that road and then they will move onto the North Side of East Main.  First Street will be next then North Main and North Railroad.  The project is about 50% complete as far as installing new pipe in the ground.  The next part of this will be West Main.  A field meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, May 13 at 10:00 am.
The Sewer Department took 4 loads of dried sludge to the landfill this last month. A total of 30.73 tons of sludge.
We have submitted the PTI (permit to install) for the Installation of the Phosphorous Removal System.  We had a deadline of May 14, 2014 set by the EPA to have our plans submitted.  Once the plans are approved our Water/Wastewater crew will install the system.

The water/ sewer crew is now making plans to drain and clean both Clarifiers at the Waste Water Treatment Plant.

A flow meter was installed on West Fir Street so we can start monitoring the amount of flow going to the Waste Water Treatment Plant.  We should be seeing a reduced amount as we move forward with the SSO Elimination Project.

In the Street Department we are working on repairing the potholes around town.  We ran out of patch last week, we went and got another 5.36 tons from Ashland to continue this process.  This still will not be enough to patch all the holes around town and we will not be able to receive any more cold patch for at least 3 weeks.

Shawn attended the meeting in Norwalk on April 30th, for the CBDG bid opening for the Repaving of Third Street. All of the bids came in over 10% of the engineer’s estimate which means the project has to be rebid.  The problem with this is the amount of grant money does not change; it was based on the engineer’s estimate that was low.  The amount of Grant money we would get is $27,200 and the lowest bid came in at approximately $42,000, which means the Village would have to come up with the difference.  Shawn stated he would watch and see what the rebid price comes in at.
He also attended the opening of the Small Government Projects in Columbus on May 1. This was the project that we applied for Birch Park Drive.  This project did not get funded.  We however, scored 63 points and if we had not been an alternate Shawn felt we would have gotten the funding. Shawn plans on resubmitting this project next year.
He has also completed and turned in a grant request for CBDG funds for repaving High Street.  This may not get funded as the commissioners are using a large amount of this money for the county next year.
In the Parks Department the new Toddler Playground was installed on Sunday, May 4.  It looks very nice.  Shawn wanted to thank all the volunteers who helped install this and also a very big thank to those that donated towards the project.

At the Park Board meeting last Tuesday, the board requested that we add two more members to the board.  Tim Brown and Eric Mitchell.  They have both volunteered a lot of hours at the park.  They would make good additions to the board.

Shawn had a company from Monroeville come to take a look at our Village Office Roof.  This roof is in very bad shape, and we will have to deal with this sooner or later.  Depending on what this company suggests and how much they estimate, we may have to go out for bids to replace the roof.
The Police Department’s remodeling project is moving along.  We had an electrical inspection today, and then they can start putting the dry wall up and putting everything back together.
Shawn also wanted everyone to know that we have been having issues of someone sending out harmful emails attached to our newlondonohio.com addresses.  These emails have a zip file attached to it and states something about an account review.  Please do not open this, as it is a virus, it will crash your computer.

Shawn then read a letter from Jonna Rowland stating that she plans on retiring on June 21, 2014.

Shawn asked if there were any questions.  Stuart Cooke asked in regard to the Office Roof would it be better if we just put on a slanted roof.  Shawn stated that we cannot do that without removing the HVAC units and placing them on the ground on cement pads.

John M then asked for a report from the Water/ Sewer department. John C stated he had nothing to present unless council had questions.

Shawn stated that he did forget to tell council, the park had a Fishing Tournament at the Reservoir last Sunday, and they had 12 teams, and 17 youth fisherman.  He also wanted to thank Ellen Simmons for her help.  
John M asked the Chief if he had anything to present.  Chief Marko stated that they have the new cruiser in service now, if anyone would like to see it, it will be outside.

Bill Curtis stated that Firelands Ambulance had 33 runs in April; they were kept busy in New London, New London Township, Troy and Ruggles Township.

Bob James stated that the Zoning and Planning Commission along with the Zoning Board of Appeals met tonight to review the zoning code.  Tonight they worked on zoning classifications.  They will be meeting on the 2nd Monday of each month before council to get this zoning code up to date.

John Martin then presented Resolution 14-08, a resolution allowing the Village to enter into contract with Huron County Emergency Management.  This Resolution was placed on a second reading.  Curtis made a motion to approve the second reading. Cooke seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No one opposed.

Resolution 14-10, a resolution accepting the gift from the Friends of the New London Cemetery was placed on a first reading.  Myers made a motion to approve the first reading. Curtis seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No one opposed.

John then asked if there was any old business.  There was none.  
He then presented some new business.  John Martin stated that we only received one application for appointment to the New London Proceeds Corporation.  That was Gayle Ashbaker.  Myers made a motion to appoint Gayle to the New London Proceeds Corporation. Cooke seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No one opposed.
Cooke then made a motion to appoint Tim Brown and Eric Mitchell to the New London Park Board.  Curtis seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No one opposed.

John Martin then presented Schedule A of the bills to be paid. Myers made a motion to approve the bills on schedule A.  Cooke seconded the motion. Roll call – All ayes. No one opposed.

Schedule B of the bills to be paid was then presented. Curtis made a motion to approve Schedule B. Winslow seconded the motion. Roll call: Martin – yes; Curtis – yes; Cooke – abstain; Myers – disqualify herself; Paramore -yes; and Winslow –yes.
John Martin then asked for a motion to accept the resignation request from Jonna Rowland.  Cooke made a motion.  Curtis seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
John then asked whether council wanted to change the date of the next council meeting or cancel it.  It falls on Memorial Day.  It was decided to cancel the meeting, unless an emergency comes up and then the council and press will be notified.  Winslow made a motion to cancel the meeting. Cooke seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
Curtis made a motion to enter into executive session for the purpose of discussing personnel. Paramore seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
Cooke made a motion to return to regular session. Myers seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
Zoning Variance for Jonna Rowland was then presented for approval.  It had been approved by the zoning appeals board. Cooke made a motion to approve this variance. Curtis seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.

Winslow then made a motion to adjourn. Martin seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.

Jonna Rowland

Fiscal Officer

