REGULAR COUNCIL - APRIL 8, 2013
The Mayor called the meeting to order.  He then gave the invocation, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
He then asked for Roll call to be taken.  Those present: Martin, Curtis, Cooke, Myers, Paramore and Anderson.  Also present: Barry Overy, Scott Crumrine, John Chapin, Joe Thomas, Mike Marko, Ellen Simmons, Bob James and Lynn Phillips.

The Mayor presented the agenda for approval. Curtis made a motion to approve the agenda. Martin seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No one opposed.
The Minutes from the March 25 council meeting were then presented for approval. Myers made a motion to approve the minutes. Anderson seconded the motion. Roll call: Martin - yes; Curtis- abstain; Cooke - Abstain; Myers- Yes; Paramore - yes; and Anderson -yes.

The Mayor then asked for a report from the Administrator Shawn Pickworth.
Shawn stated the following:

· Water Production for the month: Plant #1 10.947 million gallons. Plant #2 16.379 million gallons.

· April is Hydrant Flushing month.  The Water Crew will be out flushing fire hydrants on Wednesdays and Thursdays during the month of April.  Please be aware that the water can become stirred up during flushing resulting in some cloudy or discolored water for a short period of time.

· The Water department will be relocating some water services on First Street within the next couple of months.  This needs to be done before the Prospect Street bridge replacement can begin.  We will abandon an old 4" water main and hook everyone up to a 10" water main.

· Waste Water Treatment Plant treated 15.125 million gallons for the month of March.

· The SSO project is moving along.  We held another meeting on March 28th at the Hileman Building giving residents an opportunity to meet with the Engineers and ask questions about the project and the relocation of their lines. The Residents will have another opportunity to sign their easements or ask questions on Wednesday, April 10 from 6:00 - 8:00 pm at the Hileman Building.  If you have received a letter in the mail requesting the signing of an easement and you have not done so please plan on attending this meeting.  Any resident can also stop in the Village office during regular working hours to ask questions, file their easement and we will notarize the documents at no cost.

· The Sewer Department has begun dumping sludge out on the drying beds. When this is dry it will be hauled to the county landfill.  At this point this is the most cost effective way of disposing of our solids.

· Street Department made a temporary repair to the hand rail on the Prospect Street Bridge due to damage being reported.  This will all be new when the bridge is replaced this summer.

· Some new caution signs have been posted by request on Prospect Street, stating children at play.  Please be careful in this area.

· Still patching pot holes.

The major item the Administrator reported is the annual Spring Clean-up.  This will be held as follows:  Tuesday Garbage route will be picked up on Monday, April 22 and Tuesday April 23.  Thursday garage route will be picked up on Wednesday April 24 and Thursday April 25.  WE WILL NOT COME BACK AFTER THESE SCHEDULED TIMES, SO PLEASE HAVE EVERYTHING OUT ON YOUR SCHEDULED DAY.

Please follow the following rules for this pickup. 

1. Keep different materials in separate piles placed on the tree lawn.

2. Keep items normally picked up by the sanitation division, such as garbage and recyclables, separated from spring cleanup items.

3. WE WILL NOT PICK UP THE FOLLOWING ITEMS. Asbestos materials, gas tanks, chemicals, paint, yard waste, sod, dirt, rocks, concrete or batteries.
4. Brush Clippings will be picked up at a different time.

· Shawn also announced that Firelands Electric has had an engineer staking out some new pole relocations along East Main, South Main, Grant Street, and West Washburn.  The intent for the relocation is to move the poles away from the road reducing the risk of them being struck and damaged by trucks or equipment.  Please do not remove the stakes that are put in.  If you see someone doing this or damaging them please report to the New London Police Department.

· There are also orange colored stakes with yellow locating flags around the Village.  These are for Columbia Gas.  They are also planning on doing some gas line replacements and upgrades to the Village.

· He also reminded any resident over the age of 18 to please file their 2012 income tax forms.  They are due by April 15.  These can be picked up at the New London Library, The Village Office, or can be downloaded at www.newlondonohio.com.

· He would also like to ask councils permission to purchase a used truck for the Recreation Department.  This truck is a 2009 Ford F150, the price is $13,738.00 that includes an additional 100,000 mile warranty.  The NADA retail for this truck is $15,650.00.  Cooke asked what fund will pay from the truck. Jonna stated it will be paid out of the Capital Improvement Fund. Paramore asked if the warranty is starting at the mileage on the truck now. Shawn stated yes.  Paramore then asked how many miles are on the truck now. Shawn stated approximately 90,000. Curtis asked if it was 2 wheel drive or 4 wheel drive.  Shawn stated just two.
· Shawn then informed council that the new email addresses are up and running in the Village.  Everything is pretty much the same.  They are posted on the web site.

The Mayor then asked for a report from the Recreation Department.
Joe stated that the department has been busy getting the equipment ready for the season.  Last year we spent approximately $3,000 on fixing broken equipment.  This year we have reduced this to less than $1,000.00.

The Reservoir Campground will open on Friday, April 27th.  We have also refurbished the Putt Putt Golf Course at the Reservoir.

Joe stated that he has had questions on the batting am chine.  He has contacted the equipment manufacturer and is trying to get the parts to repair the machine.

Joe stated that the 2013 Spring Bass/Walleye Fishing Tournament is to be held on May 11. Registration is from 6:00 am to 7:30 am.  The fishing hours are from 7:30 am to 2:30 pm.  The weigh in time is 2:45 pm.  There will be cash prizes.  He also stated that there will be a pancake and sausage breakfast from 6:00 am to 11:00 am on that date, and the public is invited to attend.

The CBDG funding has been released and we are only waiting on the bid documents to be able to go for bid on the renovations at the Hileman Building.

We are also working on an ODNR Grant for new playground equipment that will be installed near the beach at the Reservoir Park.  This grant is due May 1st.

The last item Joe had was stating that we have received the go ahead to be able to start installing the electric to the new cabins.  

The Mayor then asked for a report from the Water/ Sewer Departments.  John asked if anyone had any questions.  Cooke asked does Water Plant #1 service the Village of New London.  John stated that Plant #1 services the Village, and the township.  We also sell water to Northern Ohio Water Authority from this plant.  Plant #2 is used for the water that goes to Rural Lorain Water Authority.
Cooke then stated in the report it states that we treated 15.2 million gallons of sewer, we have that much infiltration per month.  John stated yes.
The Mayor then asked for a report from Chief Marko.  Chief Marko reported that the new police vehicle is in and we still have to have it equipped.  Also there is a new office at the school for police that will be manned by our reserve officers.  I just wanted everyone to know that if they see a car at the school, there is still an officer on duty for the Village.

Bill Curtis then reported that Firelands Ambulance had a busy month.   There were 45 runs within the Village, 23 in New London Township, 5 in Ruggles Township, 5 In Ruggles Troy Township and 5 in Fitchville.
The Mayor asked for a report from Zoning.  Bob James stated he had nothing to present at this time.
The Mayor then asked if there were any public questions and statements.  Barry Overy took the floor, and stated he would like to put in his resignation from the Recreation Committee.  He stated he is just too busy with other things, and he can't give the attention that he feels this committee needs.  He explained he really enjoyed his time on the board, and commended Joe for the work he has done.
Barry then gave out pictures of the house located at 34 Park Avenue, which backs up to his property.  He stated that the garage on this property is starting to fall into his yard and he would like the Village to do something about this.  He is afraid to let his grandchildren play in the back yard.  The other problem is there are rats in that building and they keep coming out.  He stated that there is a bubble in the roof trusses that is bowing out two feet.  He wanted to know what council could do for him.
John Martin who lives next door stated yes that property is in bad shape.
Mr. Overy stated they also have dogs there that bark all of the time, and when he lets his dog out then it starts him to barking also.

Stuart Cooke asked Mr. Bond what could we do?

Bill Curtis asked Mr. Overy if he had called the police on the barking dogs.  We do have an ordinance against this.  

Chief stated that he has been called there numerous times, and the gentlemen that lives there has spent time in jail.

Bob James stated that we have addressed this garage for three years.  The building itself is deemed an unsafe structure.

Mr. Bond stated that we do have a maintenance ordinance, and Mr. James and the Police Chief should go to the property to inspect it and then the Chief could issue a summons and cite the property owner.  We could also take them to court.  This is a misdemeanor.  We could also ask the court for a court order to knock the garage down.
Steve Bond suggested our first step would be to have the Police Chief and the Zoning Inspector inspect the property then file a citation against the owner.  Then we will go from there.

Ellen Simmons stated she has run into dogs that are running loose at the Reservoir.  Joe stated he knows about the dogs and they are going to put up signs at the Reservoir that your dog must be on a leash

The Mayor introduced Marilyn Slater, she was in attendance full filling a college class requirement.  She stated she was taking a course in Business Law and was required to attend a government meeting.  The Mayor welcomed her and thanked her for coming.
The Mayor then presented Ordinance 13-12 an ordinance entering into an agreement with CSX to be able to encroach on their property for the planned sanitary sewer improvement.  This ordinance was placed on a third and final reading.  Paramore made a motion to approve the ordinance. Cooke seconded the ordinance. Roll call all ayes. No one opposed.
Ordinance 13-13 an ordinance changing the due date of the utility bills was then placed on a second reading.  Myers made a motion to approve the second reading of this ordinance. Anderson seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No one opposed.
Ordinance 13-14, an ordinance authorizing the Village Administrator to apply for CBDG Funding in connection with paving Third Street.  This ordinance was placed on an emergency.  Anderson made a motion to suspend the rules. Myers seconded the motion. Roll call: Martin - yes; Curtis - yes; Cooke -yes; Myers - yes; Anderson - yes; and Paramore - yes.
Myers then made a motion to approve Ordinance 13-14 on an emergency measure. Cooke seconded the motion. Roll call: Myers - yes; Paramore - yes; Anderson - yes; Martin - yes; Curtis -yes; and Cooke- yes
Resolution 13-01 - a resolution allowing the administrator to enter into contract with ODOT for the Prospect Street Bridge Project.  This ordinance was placed on a first reading.  Myers made a motion to approve the first reading. Curtis seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No one opposed.

The Mayor then asked for any old business.  Martin stated he had a couple of items. First is the monument that was proposed for the memorial park by the library.  The Monument Committee would like to set up a meeting for next Monday, April 15, night at 6:00 pm here at the Community Center/ Council Chambers.  This will be open to the public to look at the plans and to voice their concerns about this project.

Martin then asked if the Village workers were having safety meetings.  Shawn stated that we are purchasing new vests, and hard hats, but haven't actually had a safety meeting.  Cooke suggested that they start having a monthly safety meeting, and have minutes and a sign in sheet for those who have attended the meeting.

Myers stated that this helps with our workers compensation if we can prove we have monthly meetings.

Jonna then explained that she had given out a packet concerning PERS.  She had attended the Local Government Seminar last week, and in this class they discussed the changes in the PERS rules.  She stated she did not feel that any council member qualifies for retirement under the new rules and wanted them to know that they might be able to opt out and just pay regular social security and Medicare. Under the new rules a person must make $600.00 a month to qualify for credit for that month, and in another year, a person must make $1,000 a month to qualify for insurance benefits when they retire. Our Council and Zoning Inspector neither one make enough money in a year to qualify for either.  She will check into the paperwork for opting out and get back to council.

Shawn then asked council about the company that he suggested for the inspections and code enforcement.  He asked Bob James his opinion.  Bob stated as long as we can maintain our fees that we have now.  Shawn stated he could bring in a representative from the Company to explain their job to council  It was decided that Shawn would contact the company and see if he can get a representative to come to the next meeting.

Shawn stated that Willard is going to do this. More than likely more Cities and Villages within the county will also go with this company.
Myers then made a motion to purchase the 1999 truck for the Recreation Department. Anderson seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
Martin then made a motion to accept Barry Overy's resignation from the Recreation Committee.  Myers seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
Jonna had placed in council members packets a request from the Cemetery Board to add a member.  She had attached a letter of intent from Pat Hendrickson, and also Rodney Harner.  Paramore made a motion to approve Rodney Harner. Curtis seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No one opposed.

The Mayor then presented Schedule A of the bills to be approved.  Myers made a motion to approve the bills to be paid listed on Schedule A. Curtis seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No one opposed.
The Mayor then presented Schedule B of the bills to be approved.  Paramore made a motion to approve the bills to be paid on Schedule B. Curtis seconded the motion. Roll call: Martin -yes; Curtis - yes; Cooke - abstain; Myers - Disqualify herself; Paramore -yes; and Anderson - yes. 

Anderson made a motion to enter into executive session for the purpose of discussing personnel. Myers seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
Martin made a motion to return to regular session Cooke seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.

Curtis then stated he had forgotten earlier.  He would like to place John Benci on the recreation Committee.  Myers made a motion to approve the appointment. Curtis seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.

Cooke then made a motion to adjourn. Paramore seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. Meeting adjourned.
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