REGULAR COUNCIL - OCT 14, 2013

The Mayor called the meeting to order.  He then gave the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
Roll call was taken with the following members present: Martin, Curtis, Myers, Paramore, and Anderson.  Cooke was absent.

Also present: Ellen Simmons, Lynn Phillips, Bob James, Chief Marko and Steve Bond.

The Mayor then asked for approval of the Agenda. Curtis made a motion to approve the agenda. Paramore seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No one opposed.
The Mayor then asked for approval of the Minutes from the September 23 meeting. Myers made a motion to approve the minutes. Curtis seconded the motion. Roll call: Anderson - abstain, Paramore -abstain; Myers - yes; Curtis - yes; and Martin - abstain.
The Mayor then asked for a report from the Administrator.

Shawn informed council that Water Plant 1 had a production of 12.728 million gallons of water in September, and Plant 2 produced 17.108 million gallons.  The water plant had their annual OHIO EPA inspection and the inspectors were very impressed with the improvements that have been done to the water plant.  The inspection went very well.

The Waste Water plant treated 11.579 million gallons for the month of September.

 
The Bid Opening for the SSO project (Sewer project) was held on September 24th at noon in the council chambers.  Bids came in ranging from $5,332,561 to $5,958,634.00.  Underground Utilities, Inc. out of Monroeville was the low bidder.  The bids have been reviewed and a letter recommending accepting the low bid from Jones and Henry Engineering have been received.  There will be legislation on the agenda for council to accept the recommendation of Jones & Henry. The next step is the USDA-RD will issue the "Source and Use" authorizing the Village to officially award the bid, with instructions on assembling the contract documents and scheduling the loan pre-closing and pre-construction conference will all parties involved.  Timing all depends on the Federal Government and the shutdown.
The Prospect Street Bridge project is almost 85% complete.  There have been some issues with the construction and engineering of the bridge that are being and will be addressed.

Shawn also received a quote from the contractor that is scheduled to pave the new bridge.  This quote would be for paving from the bridge up Prospect to South Main.

The catch basin on East and Birch Park has been replaced and we also replaced a failed basin at the Village Garage.

On Wednesday, October 16 Shawn will attend the OPWC scoring and project review meeting at the Huron County Engineers Office.  The Project that I will be submitting is for the "Birch Park Street Improvement Project".  This project is as good as any of the projects turned in this year including the Cities and County Projects.

Gerken Paving has repaved Energy Street.  There is a hole in the middle of the street; this is where a manhole is located under the pavement.  Our intention is to raise that manhole to just below the pavement surface.

State Route 60 - an inspection was performed today by Richland County Building Inspector. The inspector believes that the work that has been done to the building has indeed made the building structurally sound enough that the Village can reopen State Route 60.

The Village will be doing leaf collection.  The leaves must be in bags for the Village to pick up at a cost of .25cents per bag.  Do not rake your leaves in the street, because this causes a mess, plugs up the catch basins and then causes flooding during we weather.  Leaves can also be hauled and dropped off at our compost site by the Village Garage for residents inside the Village only.

The New London Parks 1st Annual Gun Raffle was held on Saturday, October 5th at the Hileman Building in the park.  The raffle raised over $4,000 for our parks.  We are already scheduling and planning next year's raffle.  We would like to thank the Gas Depot, Gilbert Hardware, Poggemeyer Design Group, Horizon Bakery, B & R Firearms, Mark Roeder and Village Council for all for their support and hard work and donations making this event a success.
JUBILEEGO - Great Grandpa Beebes 100th Birthday concert was held at the Reservoir Park on Saturday, September 28th.  Everyone who attended seemed to have a good time and the event went well with no major issues.

On Sunday, October 20 from noon - 6:30 pm there will be Spaghetti Dinner Benefit at the New London Recreation Park - Hileman Building.  This benefit is being held for Dale Grospitch who has worked for the Village for over 18 years, mostly in the Parks Department.  There will be door prizes, raffles, food and fun, a 50/50 drawing.  For more information or if you would like to help or donate anything, please contact Joe Thomas 419-541-6131 or our Reservoir Office at 419-929-8609.

Shawn reminded council of the upcoming Budget workshop.  October 28 - Recreation Department at 6:00; Police Department November 11 at 6:30; Water/ Sewer/ Fire - November 25 at 6:00 and all other departments December 9 at 6:00.

 The Mayor then asked for a report from Chief Marko.  Chief Marko stated he had nothing to present to council at this time.
The Mayor asked for report from Bill Curtis concerning Firelands Ambulance.  Bill stated that FAS had 40 runs in New London, 21 in New London Township, 1 in Ruggles Township and 2 in Troy Township and 2 mutual aids.

The Mayor then asked Bob James, Zoning Inspector if he had anything to present. Bob stated that the Zoning and Planning Commission met on Tuesday, October 7 at 7:00 in the council chambers with Paul Tecpanecatl, AICP from Poggemeyer Design Group discussing updating the Village's Zoning Codes.  A proposal has been made to have Poggemeyer Design Group review, rewrite and clean up our zoning Codes.  The cost is not to exceed over $7500.00.  Anything above that would have to be approved on an item by item basis.

The Mayor then asked for any public questions or statements.

A question was asked about selling cars in the front lawns of homes.  Bob stated that we do not have any regulations concerning that at this time.

The Mayor then presented Ordinance 13-20, allowing the proceeds from MCC Drilling to go to the Recreation Department. This ordinance was placed on a third and final reading.  Paramore made a motion to approve the third and final reading. Martin seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No one opposed.
Ordinance 13-21, an ordinance allowing the Village to enter into contract for the Village Health Insurance.  This ordinance was placed on a third and final reading.  Anderson made a motion to approve the third and final reading. Paramore seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No One opposed.
Ordinance 13-22, an ordinance allowing the Village Administrator Underground Utilities for construction of the SSO project.  This ordinance was placed on an emergency. Curtis made a motion to suspend the rules. Anderson seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.

Martin made a motion to allow the Village Administrator to enter into contract with Underground Utilities for the construction of the SSO project.   Curtis seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No one opposed.

Ordinance 13-23 an ordinance allowing the Village Administrator to have Hot Mix Paving pave Euclid Road was placed on an emergency.  Myers made a motion to suspend the rules. Anderson seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No One opposed.  Anderson then made a motion to approve the ordinance. Myers seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.

Ordinance13-24 - Amending the appropriations for 2013 was placed on a first reading.  Paramore made a motion to approve the first reading of this ordinance. Myers seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. 

Resolution 13-09, a resolution accepting the rates from the Huron County Auditor was placed on a third and final reading.  Paramore made a motion to approve this resolution. Martin seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.

The Mayor then asked for any old business.  Jonna stated she had just received the Local Government Fund estimate for 2014 appropriations year.  She stated that the state has lowered this amount down to $60,000.00.  She stated in 2009 we received $135,000 from the state for this money, and they keep taking it away.  This is the money that funds our police and fire departments.

The Mayor then asked for any new business.  Shawn stated council needs to make a decision on redoing the Zoning Code.  Martin asked if this project would exceed the $7500.00 that was quoted.  Bob stated no, if there were additional items needed we would have to bring it back to council for their permission to spend the extra money on a line item by line item basis.
Martin then made a motion to allow the Village Administrator to enter into contract with Poggemeyer Design for the rewriting of the zoning code at a cost not to exceed $7500.00.  Myers seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No one opposed.

Shawn then asked about paving Prospect Street.  Martin asked where this money would come from.  Jonna stated we could either transfer money from the General Fund to the Street Fund, or use the Revolving loan money, or the CSX money.  The Street Fund only has $29,000.00 in it.  Martin made a motion to allow the Village Administrator to enter into contract with Ambry Asphalt for the Paving of Prospect Street from the bridge to South Main at a cost of $21,856.00.00  Curtis seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No one opposed.
Shawn then stated that the Village may have to add some kind of barrier fence to the Prospect Street Bridge project for the protection of the citizens.  

The Mayor the presented the September Monthly report for approval. Martin made a motion to approve the report. Myers seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No one opposed.

The Mayor then presented Schedule A of the bills to be paid. Myers made a motion to approve Schedule A.  Anderson seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No one opposed.
The Mayor then presented Schedule B.  Curtis made a motion to approve Schedule B of the bills to be paid. Martin seconded the motion. Roll call: Martin -yes; Curtis - yes; Myers - disqualify herself; Paramore - yes; and Anderson - yes.
The Mayor then asked for a motion to adjourn. Curtis made a motion. Anderson seconded. Roll call all ayes.
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