REGULAR COUNCIL - OCTOBER 8, 2012

The Mayor called the meeting to order.  He then gave the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

The Mayor asked for roll call of members: Martin, Curtis, Cooke, Paramore, and Anderson were present. Myers was absent.
Also present: Bob James, Steve Bond, Joe Thomas, John Chapin, Ellen Simmons, Lynn Phillips, Joyce Fleming and Rachel Kline.

The Mayor then asked for approval of tonight’s agenda.  Anderson made a motion. Curtis seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.  No one opposed.

The minutes from the September 24th meeting were presented for approval.  Curtis made a motion to approve the minutes.  Martin seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.  No one opposed. 
The Mayor then asked for a report from the Administrator, Shawn Pickworth.
Shawn stated that Water Plant 1 produced 13.264 million gallons of water for May, and

Plant 2 produced !5.953 million gallons. The water department also located another leak on East Main, we are still looking for exactly where it is at.  They have ordered new recirculation pumps due to the failure of the old pumps.  The pumps being replaced  are the original pumps to the water plant.

In the Sewer plant, they treated 8.374 million gallons in September, and they also have to replace a failed pump.  The Sewer Project – SSO Elimination Project- is moving along, it has made it through the second round of reviews and is now in Columbus for the Engineering Reviews.

The Street department is still replacing signs around town with the mandated high intensity signs., and Shawn had received several quotes on a dump truck, for this department.  He recommended purchasing a Chevy in the amount of $34,797.31.  He will present an ordinance on this later in the meeting.

In the Sanitation Department the new garbage truck is still down for repairs, they have issues getting the parts.  Hopefully we will have this back on the road by Wednesday of this week.

In other departments, the final inspection for the new HVAC system at Municipal Hall was done on September 28 with no issues. It seems to be working very well.

In reference to our property/liability insurance, the difference is $2500.00.  We have until November 1st to make the decision.

Shawn has been working on employee reviews, most are done, but still have 2 more to go.

Shawn stated he attended the Workforce Investment Act meeting in Norwalk this month, and was told that approximately 1500 people in Huron County will be losing their unemployment benefits in December,  but the Job Store has seen an increase in business and there are employers hiring.  The biggest issue in getting hired is passing the drug tests.

Shawn is also negotiating with Gas Companies for rates for the heating season.  He will get back to council with more information on this.

He also wanted to remind council that we will be meeting at 6:30 pm on October 22 to start the budget process.  The first department will be the Recreation Department.

The Mayor then asked for a report from Water/ Sewer.  John stated the only thing he had was concerning the fire department.  He had received a letter of resignation from Dean Bailey.  Dean has been on the Fire Department for 49 years at the end of December, and was appointed Chief in 1994.  He was also president of the Huron County Fire Fighter Association three different times.

The Mayor then asked for a report from the Recreation Department.  Joe Thomas then stated that we had the first park board meeting after the Labor Day Festival.  Everyone was very happy with the way it went.  Everyone worked hard, and worked together, and considering having a new Administrator, New Park Director, and New park board members, it went very well.  We also held a truck pull this past weekend and it went very well.  Chris Rowland and his crew did an amazing job getting the track ready. With the rain we had the night before everyone thought it might be cancelled, but the crew went to work and we ended up with 94 trucks and 39 tractors.  We brought in $3,640.00.  This event like Labor Day Festival could not have been completed without the help of our volunteers.  He wanted to thank everyone for their help.

Joe has also purchased the material to fix the roof on the restrooms by the beach and the shower house at the Reservoir. These roofs are in really bad condition. He will be working on these this next week.
Joe also stated that he would like to ask for permission to purchase to cabins at a cost of $18,000.00.  This also would include a gazebo. We have $9,000 in the improvement fund, and we have not used the money that was allocated to the park at the beginning of the year.  He would like to ask for an additional amount of money to upgrade the electric at the Reservoir.  Shawn will be meeting with Denny Marugg to figure out a ball park figure on this.  Joe stated he realized that his budget meeting is October 22, but his wife is pregnant and he may not be able to attend the meeting. The new cabins are 14 foot wide and 24 foot long, which is a bigger cabin than we have right now.  He also would like to set them down by the water and make a little private beach area there for them.

Stuart Cooke asked if that money that was allocated, was that not for operating not improvement. He also said he would like to see the budget before he makes any decisions on this.
Joe stated that we would charge more on the bigger cabins than we do on the smaller ones, and these are going to have a metal roof instead of the shingles.

Paramore thought this was a good idea, it would give the park more money coming in, and better use of the Reservoir.
There was no police at the meeting for a report.

Bill Curtis then gave the ambulance report.  He informed council that FAS had 42 runs in August. 23 in the Village, 5 in the township, 6 in Ruggles Township, 7 in Fitchville Township and 1 mutual aid in Clarksfield Township . They also had 4 calls for motor vehicle accidents.

Bill also stated he wanted the public to know that Firelands Ambulance Service is having their membership drive right now.  Anyone is to contact Tammy Montgomery at the Ambulance Building or call 419-929- 1487
Bob James, zoning inspector then explained that there is an ordinance he put on the agenda tonight concerning yard sales or garage sales.  He explained that he would like to see a time limit on holding these.  
Martin asked if you put a car out for sale does this have a time limit.  Bob stated yes according to the ordinance it would be under a time limit, but it would be a judgment call. 

The Mayor then presented to visitors.  One Was Joyce Flemming, she then took the floor.

Joyce stated she was there on behalf of the New London Concerned Parent Committee.  She wanted to invite all of the council members to the special program next Monday Night. October 15 at 7:00 pm.  The program is Rachel’s Challenge. It is the story of the first person killed at Columbine, and what she believed in.  Rachel’s diaries have become the foundation for this program.  Her essay entitled “ My Ethics, My Codes of Life” have become the basis for this school assembly program.
Rachel Kline then took the floor and stated she was only here to observe.  This is to gain credit for a college class she is taking.

The Mayor thanked both of these young ladies.

He then presented Ordinance 12-37, an ordinance allowing the administrator to enter into contract for the employees health insurance.  This ordinance was placed on a third and final reading. Curtis made a motion to pass the third and final reading. Cooke seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No one opposed.

The Mayor then presented Ordinance 12-38, an ordinance allowing the administrator to enter into agreement with a company for Property/ liability Insurance.  This ordinance was placed on a first reading.
Steve Bond stated after reviewing the policies or the quotes, he would recommend going with the Ohio Plan.  It is a little cheaper, and they are comparable.   Paramore then made a motion to enter into agreement with Rinehart Insurance and the Ohio Plan. Cooke seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.  Those opposed – none.
Ordinance 12-39, an ordinance allowing the Fiscal Officer to close the General Checking Trust Fund.  This ordinance was placed on a first reading. The Clerk explained that this is a left over fund from approximately 15 years ago, we never put money into it and we never take money out of it.  At this point it only has a balance of $1605.17.  This money would be transferred to the General Account after the third and final reading.
Martin made a motion to approve the first reading of this ordinance. Curtis seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.  Those opposed – none.
Ordinance 12-40, an ordinance setting the time limit to have garage sales or yard sales. This ordinance was placed on a  first reading. Cooke made a motion to approve the first reading of this ordinance. Martin seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. Those opposed –none.
Ordinance 12-42, an ordinance allowing the Village Administrator to purchase a Chevrolet dump truck from Sharpneck Chevrolet at a cost of $34,797.31.  This ordinance was placed on a emergency reading.  Martin made a motion to suspend the rules. Anderson seconded the motion. Roll call: Martin- yes; Curtis – yes; Cooke –yes; Paramore – yes; and Anderson –yes.
Paramore then made a motion to approve this ordinance and purchase the Chevy Dump truck . Curtis seconded the motion. Roll call: Anderson – yes; Paramore –yes; Cooke –yes; Curtis –yes; and Martin –yes.
12-43, an ordinance allowing the Fiscal Officer to amend the 2012 appropriations.  Curtis made a motion to approve the first reading of this ordinance. Cooke seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. Opposed – no one.
Curtis asked if anyone had contacted the Village office to be a member of the memorial Committee.  Jonna stated no.  Curtis stated that Mr. Heath White would like to be on it.  He then asked the reporters to put in the paper that anyone wanting to join the committee should contact the Village Office. 
There had been a question on the property on New London Avenue.  Andy Suvar, a realtor, had a person prepared to purchase this land, but he wanted to know if it was big enough to build a house on. Bob James stated that it is grandfathered in.
The Mayor then stated council had to set the time for Trick or Treat.  Martin made a motion to hold trick or treat on October 27, from 4:00 -5:00 pm.  The parade will start at 6:00 pm. Curtis seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. Those opposed- none.
The Mayor then presented Schedule “A” of the bills to be paid. Curtis made a motion to approve the bills. Cooke seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.  No one opposed.
Schedule “B” of the bills to be paid was presented for approval. Martin made a motion to approve Schedule “B”. Curtis seconded the motion. Roll call: Martin –yes; Curtis – yes; Cooke – abstain; Paramore – yes; and Anderson – yes.
Curtis made a motion to suspend the rules and enter into executive session for the purpose of discussing the purchase of property. Anderson seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No one opposed.

Cooke then made a motion to return to regular session. Anderson seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No one opposed.
Cooke then made a motion to adjourn. Anderson seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No one opposed.
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