REGULAR COUNCIL - JUNE 25, 2012

The  Mayor gave the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

He then asked for roll call.  The members present were: Martin, Curtis, Cooke, Myers, Paramore and Anderson.

Also present: Ezella Hale, Juanita Akers, Fay Carroll, Ellen Simmons, Lynn Phillips, Sam Alonzo, Bob James, Steve Bond, Shawn Pickworth and Chief Marko.

The Mayor then asked for approval of the Agenda.  Curtis made  a motion to approve the agenda. Cooke seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
The Minutes from the June 11 meeting were then presented for approval.  Martin made a motion to approve the minutes. Myers seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.

The Mayor then asked for a report from Shawn Pickworth, Village Administrator.
Shawn: There is not a whole lot here.  Concerning the pool meters, we discussed here last council meeting.  We did an inspection and counted them.  We have 68 pool meters in the Village, and of them 39  of those actually have pools.  29 have no pools.  I guess what I am asking is what are we going to do about those 29 that have no pools.  It is not as easy as removing the meter.  They are hard plumbed into the homes.   I guess we need to think about what would be the best course of action and the fairest course of action as far as the people that do not own pools, or do you want to change the ordinance and get rid of the pool meters all together.

Stuart Cooke: The ones that don’t have pools, does their useage show on those meters?

Shawn: Yes.

Stuart Cooke: Did you ask any of the owners if they are using them for gardening or watering?

Shawn: We didn’t ask what they were using them for, but they are using them for something.

Bill Curtis: How about sending a letter out to the 29 people that do not have pool meters and ask them to explain what they use the meter  for.

Shawn:   Some of these residents must have inherited these meters, maybe some of them don’t even know that have one or what it is for.  We just did an  inventory and found out how many there were.
Myrt Anderson: So there is no way to just shut them down?

Shawn: No, there is no way to just shut them down, they have to be re-plumbed and worked back through the original meters.

Stuart: Don’t’ they have two separate meters.

Shawn; Yes, it would be a separate meter,  the easiest course of action to take would be whatever goes through that meter, you charge them sewer on it. 
Stuart: Yes. But right now do they have two separate meters, a household meter and a pool meter.

Shawn: Yes

Stuart: I would just say that would be the most logical.

Bill: Even if we send the letters out, and advise them starting as of this date we will be charging them sewer unless they can show they are using the meter for a pool.

Shawn: We will come up with something.  To continue on, the SSO project we continue working on that, we do have a conference call scheduled for this Thursday, June 28th with Jones and Henry, Engineering and representatives from RCAP.

The West Fir Street storm sewer project, 24 inch pipe, they started that Monday, June 11 by Friday June 15, we had installed all of the 24 inch pipe.  The one catch basin is in place, we had to order another catch basin that will set on the property of the Siemens Corporation and it has a  number of tiles tying into it.  Didn’t  run into too many problems, everything went smooth, the guys worked great together.  I was out there with them, spent a lot of time on the new skid loader.  Everything went well.
Preconstruction meeting was held at Huron County for the Kelly, Nadine, and Sherman Street project.  Jason from Krock and Esser, he attended the meeting on my behalf.  He said there were no issues, he did stress to the contractor maintenance of traffic and protecting the man holes that are already there. Precision Paving is expected to be here between July 12 and 16th, and it is expected to take 2 to 3 days to complete.
Shawn continued:  The Chevy dump truck, I believe it is a 96, it spends more time broke then it does running anymore.  It seems like we are dumping money and fixing this thing all of the time.  You get it going down the road, and you don’t know, it stopped in the middle of town. Joe was driving it the other day and it shut off for no reason.  It has continued to be a problem.  We need to look at trading this truck in, we need to get rid of it, and right now it doesn’t hurt us as bad as what it will in the winter time, when it comes time to plow snow.  That is when it will hurt us.  We can live without it now,  we have another truck we pick up recycling and stuff with , but in the winter time that is really going to hurt us.  I think we need to start looking as to what is out there and what we can replace it with.

Stuart: Is that Street Department?  iS that the department we want to put it in?

Shawn: It would be Street and Sanitation.  I thought about taking the one the water department has and passing it down to the Street/Sanitation department  but that one is not in the best of shape, and it will tear up just that much faster.  I think the best thing we can do is get something that is going to last.

Have you noticed that the Downtown area didn’t have any flags up?  It was because there weren’t any flags, they were old and torn.   I ordered a dozen new flags, the guys have installed them and we have a few to spare now.  That looks a lot better.

Joe is not here  so  I am going to do the parks a little bit.  The parks continue to be busy, last weekend they had a large group of campers here in town.  They kept Joe and the crew busy, in the evening and Saturday selling wood.  The Reservoir Park, we were out there last Tuesday, there seems to be a lot more visitors swimming and taking advantage of the beach.  The Pancake and Sausage breakfast is scheduled for Sunday, July 1st at the Reservoir park, from 9:00 to 1:00 pm.  It is donations only, and everyone is welcome.  The Park board held a work day, Sunday, June 24 at the Reservoir.  Joe would like to thank Janice Myers, Dennis Goetze and Barry Overy for all of the work they did.  The next park board meeting will be July 2 at 7:00 pm.  At that park board meeting the leader of the campers group that was here last weekend is going to come to the park board meeting to discuss rates for next year.

Shawn stated that the County Auditor would be in the Municipal Building July 5th and that is open to anyone that wants to talk with him.

Shawn: The well field bids, we received a total of 3 bids.  Steve Bond has them before him and they ran between $30,000 and $40,000.  We will let Steve go over them, and then we will see what the CIC has to say on them.
Steve Bond: I think, procedurally, I think what we did  was we transferred it to CIC, and there is a provision there that says, they can go ahead and sell it but if they don’t sell it within 6 months, you can take it back.  I think where we are at, if you want to express your desires to the CIC as to which way you want them to go, or if you want to try to stop them from doing so, now would be the time.  I think if you don’t do anything, then I think it would be up to CIC to go ahead and make a decision.  You probably want to know what the bids were to make this decision. One was for $30,000 cash and the next was and gave a choice of $40,000 in cash or $31,000 in cash plus the lot beside our parking lot.

Stuart: What size is that lot do you know?

Jonna: He had it appraised. 

Steve : It was appraised for $9,000, and it is 50x 180 square feet.

Martin: Were the comparable appraisals from other property in town, or were they from other Villages or towns?

Steve: They are listing lots in New London.

Marion: How long ago was this appraisal.

Steve: October, 2010.
Bob James: At  50 x 180 square feet that lot is not big enough.  So  whoever the land owner is he can’t sell it as a building lot.  I don’t know if it is worth the $9,000 as a building lot in town.  It is too small.

Stuart: I would say take the cash, and make them an offer on the lot, if they still want to sell it.  I think the $9,000 is too high for that lot.  

Marion: I agree

Martin: I agree.

Shawn: There is another provision in there if we want to release our rights.

Steve Bond: Yes, it says,  they will increase either one of the options by $4,000 if the village allows its water line easement south of the property on St RT 162 to be used in the installation of water line by buyer.

Shawn: Are we legally able to do that?

Curtis: We own the easement along Townline 79, I am assuming.

Steve: Extending our easement to someone else, I don’t know if we can or not.  I would have to research this.

Shawn : Those are it.

Bill: Can you look into this Steve to see what our option is?

Stuart: If we give them access to use that then somebody else can come along and be in there digging, and now the Village has to worry about hitting their mains, when we are digging around our own mains.  I don’t thin we want another line in there even if we could.

Bill: What did that property out there appraise for?

Shawn: Originally it appraised for $89,000 the well property.  That was done back in the height of the higher mortgages were.  You can easily subtract 25-35% off of that.  Still that is still more than $40,000.

Stuart: I make a motion to allow CIC to continue forward with the $40,000 cash. 

Martin: I will second that.

Roll call: Martin – yes; Curtis- yes; Cooke – yes; Myers – yes; Paramore – yes; and Anderson – yes.

Shawn: Steve you will handle all of the transactions that are necessary for this?

Steve: Yes.

Shawn : A couple more things, I talked to JD Comfort about this building.  He was actually here today, we reviewed some prints on the installation planning on how we are going to do this building.  What order we are going to do it.  The unit still has not arrived at his shop, but they have begun fabricating the duct work, but they do not want to get to far ahead to make sure the sizes match up.  Now the County is asking us to have a structural Engineer come in and look at the roof of this building and give their stamp of approval that it will support the weight of a new installation.  Which we know this building is 2 foot of cement, it is going to support it.  We just have to go through the hoops.  I expect the structural engineer to be here sometime this week.  An electrical engineer already came in. we are going to put the new unit onto the emergency generator, but with that being said, there can only be at the most 3 spots that will be hooked to that.  So we wanted to talk about what 3 spots in case of emergency do we want hooked to the generator system.  Number one would be the police department, and number 2 would be where the girls work, the office.  I think the third critical area would be the radio room.  
We plan on the week of July 9th, that is when we are really going to be tying into this building.  We will start working on putting the new units, if everything goes as planned hopefully it will be a smooth transition.  I have talked with Jonna a little bit about this next thing, there might be a chance, when they get up to the area up where the girls work, the office area, and I asked Jim how long it was going to take, and it is going to take more than just a day.  If we could schedule this on a Friday, we could close the office, as it would be just too much dust and dirt for the girls to try to work around the construction.  Then if they need to they could work on Saturday, and maybe Sunday, to get through that part of the construction.  There is just a possibility in the future that we might have to close the office on a Friday.

Shawn : What do you guys think about looking at a new truck.

Myers : Would you get pricing and then bring back to council?

Shawn : Yes.  Get some pricing, bring it back to you and see what you guys think.   I don’t’ think if we want to go out and just write a check, maybe we ought to look into financing it.  The street department does not have the funds to just write a check, the Sanitation department maybe does, but we should look at our different options, see the prices of a truck.  I  don’t know if I want to buy used, but we can look at that option too.

Stuart:  Will this truck be used in the Street and Sanitation Departments?

Shawn: Yes.

Stuart: So it would come out of each fund?

Jonna: Yes , but mostly Sanitation.

Mayor Dar Anderson: Any other discussion with Shawn?  Hearing none, I would go with water and sewer report, but John is not here tonight.  Joe is not here tonight for the Recreation Report.  So I will go onto the police department. Do you have anything to report.

Chief Marko: Yes, I do have a few things.  Number one we had a children’s  session down at Millers this past weekend and Bill Curtis helped us get the machine to make the id’s. Also our Sgt has finished his probation period, he does a great job, more than I could ask for.  He is on duty right now, so I can’t call him in here.  Also, I would like to take one  reserve officer and bump him up to part time officer at $8.00 an hour.  He puts in about 35 hours a week here, and he is enthusiastic, professional.   
Another item is we will be having training session in July and August for the department to bring them up to date.  We also received a laser machine for hosting the Click it and Ticket Program.

That is all I have.

Stuart: Do you want us to act on hiring a part time officer?

Chief: Yes if you will.

Stuart: I make a motion to allow the Police Chief to hire an additional part time officer.

Martin: I second

Myers : Who is it?

Chief: Kristofor Pinkerton

Roll call: Martin –yes, Curtis – yes; Cooke  -yes; Myers – yes; Paramore – yes; and Anderson – yes.

Curtis : I make a motion to take Joe Hicks off probation. 
Myers: Second

Roll call: Anderson – yes; Paramore  -yes; Myers – yes; Cooke – yes; Curtis – yes; Martin – yes.

Bill Curtis: Regarding the ambulance building everything is up and running over there.  On Friday, August 3, they are going to have an open house they are gong to send out invitations on this to the hospitals, government , school officials.  This will be by invitation only.  Then on Saturday, August 11, we will have an open house for the public from 1:00 – 3:00 pm.
The Mayor then asked for a report from Bob James, Zoning Inspector.

Bob James; Okay, I have a  few things tonight.  The first thing I have is the public hearing we had last week at the Hileman Building last week about the zoning map.  Quite a few people showed up at that meeting, and there was a lot of  concern about changing their designations that they have right now.  I think the intent of the commission was to blend neighborhoods together,  so like neighborhoods had similar zoning, but there are some people that don’t want to change.  There was also a big problem, you can see it on the old map up here.  On Ledgett Street ( he showed council on the map) The North Half of this square is industrial, and for whatever reason, in  199… 1892 or whenever this thing was drawn, this was designated below that line as trailer park.  Since then homes have been built on Ledgett Street, and this line is bi-secting lot lines.  The plan that was laid out by Krock and Esser on that map, was to make all of that industrial.  That obviously doesn’t work for the existing homes that are in that trailer designation. It was actually stated at the meeting that it was Industrial, and R2 so that whole block is wrong on the new map. Quite frankly, the people that have existing homes here they need, is Bernadette would go to R-2, Mrs Carroll is yours a manufactured home?
Faye Carroll: No it is not.

Bob James: So she would go R-1 on hers,  and Mr. Fry that owns the tile yard was there and he would prefer the lots that border the swamp be changed to R-1, because supposedly he’s got  a buyer that wants to build houses there. 

Juanita Akers: About building houses there, has anybody talked to Mr. Fry or whoever, of what he is going to run into there? Because there is no way…

Bob James: That is between him and the EPA

Juanita Akers: There is no way…

Bob James: I understand,  Council looked at the tile yard a long time ago and found that is considered a  hazmat.  That would have 10 inches of top soil taken off, and it was all cancelled at that time.  What was suggested at that meeting was his property, we would make industrial, and then he would go through the proper channels and do the proper paperwork to have that changed to residential, then he could file at the same time with the Auditors office the lot split.  He was agreeable to that.  
Bob James: So this is a problem up here (pointing at the map), the person that didn’t want those changes was Mrs. Nirode..  Right now her home is business commercial and she wants to leave it that way because, it is more sellable for her because she has an optometrist office in there.  So my suggestion to council is lets send out letters with a 30 day notice to each of the property owners that were listed on the public hearing and give them 30 days to tell us what they would like to have done, and if they don’t hear back from them we just change the zoning. I think that is fair for everybody.

Stuart: How many people are we talking about that affects  a change from what it is existing?
Bob James: Jonna about how many?


Jonna: 66

Stuart: Should we send a letter out to all of them?
Bob James: Yes because I would say less than half were at the meeting.

Sam Alonso: 99% wanted it left the way it is.  PNC  bank was the only one that said he would like to go to commercial.

Bob James: As long as his taxes weren’t going to go up, he didn’t care.

Bill Curtis: My thinking on it is if it is commercial property and they want to change it.  It is just like, if I want to turn my property into commercial property and have a home based business, then I have to come in front of the board and ask for a variance.

Myrt Anderson: One of the ladies that was there

Bob James; I can see Mrs. Nirode’s point of view, it is already based commercial, she has an office.

Myrt Anderson: One of the other ladies that was there in the future was planning on having a business, and she said right now I can do it without have to file for a variance.

Bill Curtis: If she is already that way, I don’t think it is up to us to tell her you have to change this.

Bob James:  So I think the fair thing would be to notify them and give them 30 days to notify us, and if you don’t notify us we are just going to assume that we don’t object to the change.

Bob James: I am not sure if everyone got this, it was emailed to me from Mr. Bond, it is about collecting registration fees on foreclosed properties. It would have my recommendation. I would say go ahead and do it.  We don’t have any way of keeping track of the properties now and some of them are getting into pretty bad shape.  I don’t know what Reminderville fees were?

Sam Alonso: We didn’t set a fee.  They do this in Chicago, and there is a lot of places in Florida that do this.  It is a way to keep track, instead of chasing your tail trying to find out who owns the home.  You only have about 4 major banks, Chase, Wells Fargo. There is like 4 of them all of the mortgages are under one of these.  There is a company in Florida that does this for you.
Bob James; The other thing I have, I handed out to you guys, a copy of the zoning code. The section 1111.13 Yard maintenance.  The highlighted portion, where I highlighted portion as you can see it says commercial property is not exempt from yard maintenance statue.. That is in both sections A and B.  It is pretty free rain on what yard debris is, or what we consider yard debris.  The last thing I have is regarding the letters that were sent out.  There has been a lot of controversy in town, there has been a lot of people in my shop talking to me about the letters.  The first time I saw the letter is when someone brought it into my shop and showed it to me.  I had no part in writing that letter, nor was I given privy to it, before my name was signed to out and sent out in the mail.

Shawn Pickworth: That letter was an existing letter, that had been used before, Bob, and that was….

Bob James: But it didn’t include the whole maintenance section.

Shawn Pickworth: No, I put in the yard maintenance, that was missing from that letter, because of what we were sending the letters out for, it did not address that. That was input by me, the yard maintenance, other than that the letter was not changed.  
Bob James: It looks like the letter that was sent out before.  But the yard maintenance part was what confused everyone.  They were confused by that part.

Shawn Pickworth: But that is the part you just highlighted on the other pages.

Bob James: No, not the yard maintenance. The whole property maintenance part was what confused everybody.   In years past we just sent out that front letter with pictures, and everyone understood what they needed to do, and the Carroll’s received the wrong pictures.

Stuart Cooke: Next time you need to get with the zoning inspector, and make sure everyone is on the same  page, and in agreement of what procedure you want to use.

Shawn Pickworth: I think the zoning inspector should be handling this period, that way there wouldn’t be a confusion. I mean to be honest trying to keep track of the pictures, and track down the pictures and the addresses that were written down was a pain.  There was a mistake made, and that was my mistake wrong picture sent out with the letter.  How many letters did we send out?
Bob James: 31

Stuart Cooke: Who was in charge of this?

Bob James: I have in the past invited the Village Administrator and the Mayor to go along on these rides.
Stuart Cooke: Is that something council should be doing to direct Bob to do this stuff, or is it something the Administrator should be directing Bob to do.

Janice Myers: What is the job description , what is the zoning administrators job description.

Bob James:  My agreement when I was hired, you guys weren’t on council, was that I would not handle money and Jonna’s office would hand out the permits.
Janice Myers: What is the job description?  Maybe we need to clarify the job description.

Bob James; Well it says in there that I would collect the designated fees for permits, and so forth.  But when I was hired and Jonna will agree with that, that the office just handle the money and that hasn’t as far as I know been a problem.  I sign off on the permit application, they have to go up and get the permit anyway.
(Bill Curtis was going through the employee handbook at this time.  Jonna stated there was no job description for the zoning inspector in the handbook)

Bill Curtis: Basically what you are saying when you were appointed to the position, you were to go out and do the inspections.

Bob James: Pretty much, what you are saying, is issuing permits and sending out letters.

Bill Curtis: One of the things I see in the yard maintenance.. Number 1 -he is going by what the ordinance says, it doesn’t differentiate between residential and commercial properties.  Whether you have residential or commercial.
Bob James; The only distinction is industrial. Industrial things related to their business. Siemens can have stuff on their property related to their business, however, if it is deemed to be a nuisance we can make them fence it.   But they are allowed to have it in an industrial area.

Bill Curtis: In Commercial – the village garage.

Bob James: No they are exempt, schools, ambulance village.

Bill Curtis: No exemptions for commercial.

John Martin: How many commercial properties are in question vs industrial that you looked at.

Bob James: The whole town was looked at, industrial we didn’t look at all.

John Martin: How many commercial properties did you find in violation?

Bob James: We sent a letter to them.  Commercial properties are in the downtown area, like the alleys and so forth.

John martin: is the tile yard commercial or industrial?

Bob James; They would be industrial.

Bill Curtis: I don’t know how you have a business unless you have stuff setting around.

Stuart Cooke: I know I wouldn’t be in compliance with both businesses, with the golf course,  with this small text…..

Bob James: It is wide open interpretation.

Stuart Cooke: Wide open, and I have stuff with the golf course that is setting out side in the yard, it is mowed up and things, but with the excavation I have material and machines that set out.

Myrt Anderson: And if you are using what is out there for your business.

Stuart Cooke: Right, That is what it is, it is not junk, and every year I go through and clean out the scrap and stuff like that and haul it away, Everything I have that is setting there is utilized throughout the business.  It would be too much building to put a building up to house everything I am using. Stone piles, and mulch, and sand…
Bob James: I guess the recommendation I would make is to alleviate this would be to give the commercial  the same as the industrial. 

Stuart Cooke: If it becomes offensive to the neighbors they would have to put a fence up.

It is not like he wasn’t doing his job, its just this needs to be rewrote.

Bob James; 1113.11 yard maintenance

Marion: So we are going to change this so it is like industrial?

Bill: yes.

Mayor: Anything else?  

Bob: No

Mayor: Sam do you have anything?

Sam Alonso: Shawn has spoken on some of this. The 2013 CBDG funds have been approved by county, this is for the Hileman building to make it wheel chair accessible.

The Village hall HVAC Shawn has gone over this with you.  The Ohio EPA SWIFT grant, the stream restoration grant for $100,000 we should have an answer back by late summer. The Zoning map was pretty much what we just discussed.  If you want to make any changes just let us know.  The Cemetery map is pretty much done, we are waiting on the Board to meet to look over it.  The CIP budget, Jason has that pretty much done, he just has to meet with Shawn.  I also attended the  CBDG pre construction meeting and everything went well.  The Energy Place $29,500 with matching of $6,500 was approved by the county. The master plan we are still talking about. We are still looking into other grants too, such as ODNR for handicap access to the reservoir dock.  The EPA is coming down hard on brushes and stuff , Jason is working on a plan for Greenwich now, and we can do that also.
Shawn Pickworth:  We have a compost pile, but I will say this, that we are losing money on this program.  It costs us a bunch in order to keep up.  That is one thing that we can’t make out on.  We’ve tried to get rid of the mulch, but it is just not feasible for the companies to come this far to get it. Yes, they are getting tougher, EPA is getting tougher, I have a whole book, that they want us to track every load coming in and every load going out.

Stuart Cooke: Is this stuff that is run through the chipper, or…

Shawn Pickworth: Any brush that is brought down there by residents.  
Stuart Cooke: That this is brought in by the residents do you chip it then?
Shawn Pickworth: Yes, we try to run it through a chipper.  There is a big pile down there now, but it has wire in it and other stuff in it.   We don’t want to run it through our little chipper, but it broke down here last week.  I had a terrible time finding replacement parts for it, because they don’t make them anymore.
Bill Curtis: There are areas in Lorain County that they stock pile it, and then once or twice a year they have drum grinder come in.

Shawn Pickworth: Yes, that is what we need to do, is have one of those drum grinders come in.  They will chew up anything, we can only hold so much.  You can’t  hardly give it away.

Stuart Cooke: The Village owns quite a bit of property can we relocate it?  Where there is more room to chew it up.  See if there is a better spot for it then where it is at now.

Shawn Pickworth: Yes, we looked at those places.  Out by the pumping station, there used to be a lane there, but it is plugged because of people dumping stuff there.

We are going to have to take the dozer back there and open it up, because there is stuff dumped in there from tires to metal.  That is what is going to be hard to regulate being out there.

Bill Curtis: Do you think it is because we don’t’ have enough to make it worth their while?

Shawn Pickworth: Yes, I talked with the President of the Company, and I think it is because we don’t have the quantity.  He wants a continuous supply.

Bill Curtis: Would it behoove us to go together with other communities?

Stuart Cooke: I thought the same thing, but now you are looking at additional labor costs, and even if we were to take ours someplace else, you still have to look at the cost of trucking, and labor.

 Bill Curtis: But if we let them come to us, and then be able to tell the guy we have a continuous supply now. I know Kurtz Brothers are putting in a digester in, and one of their big issues is having enough organic material to make it run.

Shawn Pickworth: That is the issue is getting rid of what we have.  I don’t know why someone wouldn’t want it on their fields.  We just don’t have the trucks to deliver it.

Sam is correct, EPA is coming down hard, we have received letters, we are in compliance with them right now, but we will have to do something. It is going to get tougher, and it does cost us.

Marion Paramore:  If we take in other peoples, then it is going to cost us too.

Shawn Pickworth: Yes, but it is almost to the point where we have to have one person keeping track of this all day.

Mayor: Okay, Line item 10, public questions and statements.  Note : Anyone wishing to speak must state their name and are allowed 3 minutes on their subject.
Juanita Akers: My name is Juanita Akers.  I have a question for council.  If you have driven around New London, we have all this water, and water I priced in such a way, that people cannot water their lawns.  I appreciate the fact that they are trying to follow zoning, but some of these real problems, can’t something be done
To alleviate this awful way that our water and sewer is priced.  People cannot afford to use the water that they need to water their lawns.  Has anybody ever thought about that? We have boo-koo water that we are selling water, but we cannot afford to use it because of the price and that needs to be looked at.
Shawn Pickworth: We think about that all of the time.

Juanita Akers: Well I would hope so.  My lawn is brown and I don’t like that.

Shawn Pickworth: It has been a dry  hot summer so far, but as far as our water rates, they are where they are for a reason.

Juanita Akers: I know how that originally came in with the EPA.  But in the last 60 years we have lost businesses because of this. You go up town now in the evenings, we worry a lot about this zoning, but when there was business uptown, John’s family owned a restaurant, people lived above their businesses.  It was a thriving community.  One way or another, EPA, short sightedness on the people in office, we have driven a lot of these things out of the Village.

Stuart Cooke: This has happened to a lot of Villages and Cities.

Juanita Akers: It has happened lots of places.
Stuart Cooke: it has happened in Norwalk and Ashland, you look at their downtowns.  It is changing economics and a lot of the big box stores, that have changed the small communities.

Juanita Akers: But we still have successful businesses in town, Jan has one, Ezella Has one, even Eastman’s.  We need to support our stores in town.

Stuart Cooke: But the clothing stores, and shoe stores that we had, they,  a person cannot make a living and raise a family in a small community, when access with cars getting to a big box store, where you can get stuff cheaper.  It has happened everywhere.  It is not the officials that have been elected.

Juanita Akers:  If you drive down to Holmes County and look at those small towns and see how well they do.

Stuart Cooke: It is a tourist area, because of the Amish.

Juanita Akers: We have a beautiful park here, we have a plentiful supply of water, we certainly have a workforce in New London, but everyone that works has to leave town to work.  This whole thing has to be looked at.

Shawn Pickworth: As far as our water supply, we do have a big reservoir, but we have been worried here recently, that once that water level has dropped so low, that we have to start paying for the water.  Because that water is owned by the State of Ohio.  We have been worried.

Ezella Hale: Instead of selling your springs, why don’t you use that to tape into the Reservoir wouldn’t that make a lot more sense? You ought to think about that.  You have to think about all of that.  Like I said that land and those spring waters is a great thing.  Like I informed some of the people at the last meeting I was to, if I was 51 instead of  71, instead of being up here very offended as to what has been happening to me, I would have bought the land, put me up a factory and sold all of my neighbors spring water for a dollar a bottle, because you can’t drink the reservoir water because of all of the chlorine that is put in it, and you know to keep your own land rather than to give it to CIC, then you have high fix on getting your own water back.
Shawn Pickworth: Yes, but that water still needs to be treated.  It is very high in iron.

I did question the spring water, I grew up with spring water.  But this water needs to be treated.

Ezella Hale: But this water you could use to put in the Reservoir.  That is what I am saying.

Shawn Pickworth: Maybe we could, that would be something we would have to look at, as how it would affect the aquatic life, and the whole reservoir.

Marion Paramore: EPA regulates us too much. 

Bill Curtis: That  Reservoir was built by the Department of Natural Resources.

Marion Paramore: They probably have rules and regulations on what water goes into the reservoir.  

Mayor: Okay, next.

Faye Carroll: I sent letters to all of you, I must apologize, I must say I was wrong. But considering the ways these letters were sent out, I feel that the way the economy, the way it is, for this area, to waste over $100.00 mailing out letters to tell people to put out their garbage the week before the trash pick up day, was asinine.  I mean no ifs, ands or buts, that was the most ridiculous thing I have ever witnessed.  I paid my taxes in April, and you spent more in registered letters than I paid in reciprocation, perhaps we did not need the reciprocation money, near as badly as it sounded like we did, when we had emergency legislation passed.  I mean I am personally appalled.  I realize that my husband above every human being in this town is the junk man of the world. He buys and pays for it all, it is behind his fence, I don’t care, You know, he is an old man, we have had more heartache than any human being should have to endure, with the loss of our grandchild and for somebody to have him as upset over this is absolutely totally ridiculous.  I realize that he has been speaking all over this town, and I apologize for his lack of demeanor in what he said. But he does strike a very good point, and that is we are all here to try to live.  I don’t’ take anything away from Bernadett, I don’t take anything away from Betty, and I don’t care what they have on their property.  I don’t care how my property is zoned.  But I am quiet sure if someone wanted to put in a business, my corner would probably be the most appealing corner in this town.  I have two and half acres, I have a nice flat land, very good, if someone wants to demolish my old house and my new house, my husbands garage and add a business to it.  I am quiet sure that if someone was coming into town to put in a business, they would look at my lot before they would the tile yard at the end of the street, but I really could care less about your zoning.  What I Care about is the fact that we cannot walk downtown without passing things much more unsightly than my property.  The danger of the open scales at the elevator, are an accident waiting to happen.  If a small child falls in there they would not be able to get out.  I don’t know if any of you have stopped and looked at it. Believe my Husband and I have as he insisted on it.  But you know, I should not have to know how much garbage is behind your business, or how much garbage is behind someone else’s business.  What my neighbors are doing, and ¾ of these people that were sent letters about fixing their property, I think nit pick painting and that kind of stuff, when people are doing everything they can to make a living.  Maybe you make a better living than they do, but I will tell you, that most families that I know are doing everything that they can do to pay their bills and put food on the table.  I don’t know whether or not you meant it to sound as insensitive and as ridiculous as it sounds when you read it, but it is pretty much telling you what you should paint your house, how you should paint your house, and how tall your steps ought to be.  If someone wants to take your words literally and apply them and be that asinine about it, that is what you have in your…  I once again apologize because I have set on my royal rear end and have not paid attention to the things that have been said in this office, the things that have been written.  When I went in the other day and started reading the 80 some pages, that have been changed from time to time without people being smart enough to address this, I think this is a mistake that will never happen again.  I have talked to people, I think my biggest disappointment is that everything is so discriminatory. If we checked every human being , had gotten the same letter from the same people, or whoever did the letters would have taken the time to research exactly what violations , instead of lumping all these  violations together, and you not knowing and if you are going to spend the money to send $5.00 letters out, at least make the letters make sense .Because to me they did not.
Mayor: Thank you.  

Ezella Hale: First off  I think every here knows me and has known me all of your life.  I have never been so insulted and humiliated in my life, as I have been in the last month.  First off I am going to tell you that I am the oldest established business in town, so apparently somebody dont want my business in New London.  I told them at the last meeting now I am getting different tales one by one by one.  But I will tell you exactly how  my Saturday before prom went. I get a letter, I get a mailman who doesn’t know me,  the borrowed him from someplace else, I have three young men standing at the counter to order prom corsages, and this mailman came in and looked me in the face and said I got a registered letter for you. I popped a joke cause all of you know I always do. I thought he was joking, I said I paid my taxes.  He said well, the ladies said, the ladies said to make sure I have witnesses when you signed so you couldn’t say you didn’t get it.  Well, I am a big baby and I started crying, I said who in this town would say I would lie about anything I would get. So at the end of my little insulting letter, was my neighbor Bob James name, it says if I have any questions to call him.  Well I have a lot of questions, so I called him.  He informs me, he is a businessman and he is busy and if I had any questions about the three page letter I got call the city gals, because he was too busy to talk to me and he laid down the phone.  He told me the other night that he didn’t do that, but he did.  In turn Bill Curtis’s little boy came in to order his flowers, and I said would you ask your Dad to come down and talk to me. Bill came right down, I told him what the mailman said, and what Bob James had done, and in turn I called for our Mayor to come.  When my mayor comes, he informs me that he was with you and you and you when they came on my commercial property and take pictures of my brick that I use in my silk and real cemetery urns. Any other of my property would put the rest of your property to shame as it is very well kept, and he tells me he doesn’t know I am commercial.  I said Dar you don’t know a florist shop that has seen in business since 1940, and I have owned it since 1970 is commercial. He said nope didn’t know you was commercial, and then I said Dar did you get a letter, you have three shabbily kept properties right next to our only new business in town.  He tell me no he didn’t get a letter, you know why he didn’t get a letter.  Then I said we have three ways to handle this, the only three ways I know.  One was to come to council like I have tonight, set down like a group of Christians, and find out why this crap is going on in New London, just like my sister said.  I always was happy to live in Mayberry, I love my neighbors, my customers, my friends, the schools, the churches.  Who started this crap is what I wanted to know.  I said I come and talk to you as a group of Christians, he pointed his finger right at me, and said, well if you come to council I will give you three minutes and you can set down, which was more disrespect.  Then I asked him to have his wife come and see me.  Myrtie told me the other night he did not.  Then I told him, I can call Channel 3, Channel 8 or Channel 5 news and have them come out here and when they do , also find out where the $400,000 went that was supposed to sound proof our homes in New London, how the water went from the City to the CIC.  There is a million questions in New London that could be asked or I said you know what you keep hassling me and I have got a lot of other things that is more civil, has nothing to do  with you folks, but I have had some civil issues with other people since then.  They have cut down my Blackberry patch that my husband had built and put up sharp spikes my grandchildren can fall on, there is a lot of stuff, and I am not going to take it, I am not.  So my third  choice and you fellows can all just decide what that choice is, I can go get a lawyer and find out why I was discriminated against, why I was treated like I was beneath everybody. Cause I really don’t’ feel I am.  I was really treated shabbily.  I can go around the room, I don’t know him ( Sam) and I had never met Shawn, but everybody else has known me all of their life and you know for this to happen, this was degrading, this was uncalled for, everything that happened to me is uncalled for.  I don’t know what you can do about it,  I have no idea , but it is going to be left up to you folks. If you feel that you can treat me like you wanted to be treated, and you kids setting here keep an eye on what the people you put in charge are doing. That is what you are put here for.  You are to watch that.  I can go up and down the streets, but I won’t do it.  There is not a home in New London that doesn’t need some repair.  Not a one.  But folks do you want to alienate them, is that what you want or do you want a community that you want to grow together and stay together.  Like I said I am the only Florist Shop here and someone wanted me gone, is that what it is?  You can talk about it, it is time for me to go home now.  You would be surprised the people I talk to and some of the people 40 or 50, I watched them grow up and things. One of the said so you want me to just go kick their hind ends? The other one said they would be glad to get me a lawyer.  I am sure that the council setting here tonight did not know everything  that happened to me and I wanted Bill to come down sometime when he has got free time because I will show him. It is actually something I should have called you for.  My kids tried to get me to call the police.  I am praying , I am praying that this can all be taken care of. If it can’t then Sissy and I will have to take it a step further.  
Faye Carroll: My son inherited more money than you could probably be able to do anything with, and I hoped that he would come back to this town and build something, a rec center, something for our youth, just something and for him to be so appalled because he personally sent emails to people in this room and has had no response.  He has contacted a lawyer, I would hate to think that money has been wasted on this.  But I also know that our quiescential hillbilly attitude has been pushed way over.
Ezella Hale: You know what I said, and I said it to all five of my sisters. We have worked for everything we have ever gotten, and God gave us a brain.  So folks, I know have the respect from everybody that knows me in this room, and I know the ones that love me, and what Billy Given said to me, that is my nephew too, he said Aunt Ezella when I saw you cry, I would give you all the money in the world.  So you know money is not the object there.
Myrt Anderson: We fixed this by the motion we made on the zoning.

Juanita Akers: Thanks for listening.

Mayor: Line item 11. – Ordinance 12-19 – Zoning Ordinance – to update zoning map and change some properties in town 2nd reading.

Anderson made a motion to table the ordinance. Martin seconded the motion. Roll call: Martin – yes; Curtis – yes; Cooke – yes; Myers – yes; Paramore – yes; and Anderson –yes.

Mayor: Line item 12 – Ordinance 12-22 – an Agreement with the school for the football field and park – 2nd reading.

Martin made a motion to approve the second reading.  Myers seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.

Mayor: Line item 13 – Ordinance 12-24 – Contract with Huron County Sheriff for Police Dispatching – 1st reading.  Curtis made a motion to accept the first reading of this ordinance.  Martin seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. 
Jonna: Just to let you know.  The price did not increase this year on neither the Police contract or Fire Contract.

Shawn: We are very fortunate there.


Mayor: Line item 14 – Ordinance 12-25, contract with Huron County Sheriff for Fire Dispatching – 1st reading.

Myers made a motion to accept the first reading.  Martin seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.

Mayor: Line item 15 – Ordinance 12-26, an ordinance amending the 2012 appropriations- 1st reading. Martin made a motion to approve the first reading. Paramore seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.

Mayor Line item 16- Ordinance 12-27, an ordinance entering into contract with Jones and Henry – Emergency reading.

Myers made a motion to suspend the rules.  

Cooke: Why was it on an emergency ?

Shawn Pickworth: Because we need to get the paperwork to USDA.

Cooke: We didn’t know a contract was going to come up?

Shawn Pickworth: Not until we started talking with USDA , what they were going to require for wording and such.  We have been working under the old contract since the beginning.

Steve  Bond: We passed an ordinance last year, authorizing the contract, and I questioned the same thing why do we need another contract.  They said the government is requiring their form, and they went through and made the new contract match the government forms, and then I went through it and told them what they had missed, and they fixed it, and this is just to repeat what you had before.

Martin – seconded the motion to suspend the rules.

Roll call- all ayes.

Myers made a motion to pass this ordinance under an emergency measure.  Paramore seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.

Resolution 12-05 – vacation and sick leave for fiscal officer – 2nd reading.   Paramore made a motion to approve the second reading. Anderson seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.

Resolution 12-06, Allowing the Administrator to apply for participation in the Moving Ohio Forward Grant Program – 2nd reading. Curtis made a motion to approve the 2nd reading of this Resolution. Martin seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.

The Mayor then asked for any old business.  

Curtis: Shawn, what did you decide about putting a fence around the new air conditioning unit.

Shawn: We looked at a wooden fence, but thinking about the police officers being able to see in, we are looking at a chain link fence.

Curtis: We need something around there.  Are the cameras working out a the park. 

Shawn: We have been having problems with the cameras.

Bob James; Have Joe give us a call.

Shawn : We made need to add some cameras too.

The Mayor asked for new business.  There was none.
The Mayor then asked for approval of the bills to be paid.  Anderson made a motion to approve the bills as listed. Myers seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.

Curtis made a motion to adjourn.  Anderson seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.

