REGULAR COUNCIL - SEPTEMBER. 10, 2012

The Mayor opened the meeting with the invocation, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

He then asked for roll call: Martin, Curtis, Cooke Myers, Paramore, and Anderson were present.

Also present: Rev. Ted mason, Dave Wood, Marla Helms, Tina Killion, David Vanderhoof, Eva Snyder, Ellen Simmons, John Chapin, Joe Thomas, Chief Marko, and Steve Bond.
The Mayor then presented the agenda for tonight’s meeting for approval. Anderson made a motion to approve the agenda. Curtis seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.  No one opposed.

The Minutes from the August 27 meeting were then presented for approval. Paramore made a motion to approve the minutes Martin seconded the motion. Roll call – all ayes. No one opposed. 
The Mayor then asked for a report from Shawn Pickworth, the Village Administrator.

Shawn stated the Water Dept had fixed a leak on Johnson Drive, and Johnson Drive was under a boil alert for 5 days dues to the holiday.  We still have a major water leak on the line that supplies the school.  He explained that we had plans to fix this on September 5, when school was not in session, but due to some concerns from the school administration we did not.  We will be meeting with the school board on Wednesday, September 12 to discuss our repair plans.  The water department has also been working on 3 high service pumps at the water treatment plant, and have parts on order for the repairs.

The SSO Elimination project is in a holding pattern right now, we are waiting on a response from USDA for our application for grant/ loan, and as soon as we receive word we will submit the PTI to the Ohio EPA District office, and once that is approved the next step will be going out to bid for the project.
We are also working with Richland Engineering to get our annual bridge inspections done, they really aren’t due until the end of the year, but we are going ahead and getting this completed.
Shawn also met with Richland Engineering to discuss the acquisitions for the Prospect Street bridge Replacement Project.  There are 3 small pieces of land that the Village needs the right of ways to for this project.

Shawn has ordered some street signs to replace damaged or missing signs.  His plan is this year we did the high intensity signs like stop signs and so forth.  He would like to plan on next year replacing all of the street signs.

He congratulated Chuck and Stephanie Tettrick on the arrival of their new baby boy. 
Chuck works in the Sanitation and Street Department.

Shawn also informed council that our garbage truck is again at best equipment.  This is the 3rd time this truck has been sent back for repairs. 
Shawn also thanked Jonathan Riggleman, and Cody Owens for their summer help.  They were part of the TANF Summer Youth Employment Program.  They worked hard and did a good job.

The Firelands Festival was a success, with the exception of the rain on Saturday, which caused us to postpone the truck pull.  This has been rescheduled for October 6.
Shawn also wanted to thank Joe Thomas as he never seemed to quit working throughout the weekend, he made sure everything was okay.  Shawn also thanked the Park Board and all of the volunteers who helped make this festival happen.

Shawn announced that on September 15, 2012 there will be a “2012 CAR FUN CRUISE ON THE BEACH”  at the Reservoir.  There will be plaques given to the 1st 50 cars/ motorcycles and a prizes for the Peoples Choice, The one who came the Farthest, and Best Dressed Oldies Attire.  Registration begins at 10:00 am  There will also be a Pancake and Sausage Breakfast from 8:00am – noon.
On September 6th, Joe Thomas and John Chapin attended the Public Hearing at the Huron County Health Department about the increase in fees on campground and parks.

Shawn recommended that we just accept the Health Insurance Renewal with the rate increases as is.  It is the best rate we can get this year.  There will be an ordinance on this later in the meeting.

He told council that the sale of the well fields has been completed.  

He also reminded council that the next meeting on September 24 will be held at the Hileman Building and will start at 6:30 pm in reference to the public hearing on the changes in the zoning.

The Village office will be closed on Friday, September 14th, due to no electricity.  Firelands Electric will be replacing the main pole outside our office, and JD Comfort will be wiring in the HVAC system at that time.

Pam Ewing from RCAP has worked with Shawn and they have turned in a grant application to OPWC in the amount of $625,000, for road resurfacing.  These are the roads that will be dug up due to the SSO project.

He also reminded council that the first budget meeting for the 2013 budget will be held at 6:30 on October 22nd.  This will be to work on the Recreation Budget.

Shawn also wanted to thank the Recreation’s summer help, Hayden Coey, Tom Howell, Eric Mitchell and Brittany Bucher.

Shawn asked if there were any questions.  Martin asked if the garbage truck could be considered under the Lemon Law.  Steve Bond stated that is only a consumers law.
Stuart Cooke asked how we were coming on the employee evaluations.  Shawn stated he will start to get these done.
There were no more questions.  The Mayor then asked for a report from John Chapin, Water/sewer Supt.  John had nothing to present tonight.

Joe Thomas then reported on the park.  He wanted to make sure that he thanked everyone for their help at the Festival.  Jonna Rowland, and Jan Myers spent many hours in the Depot, and he also thanked the New London Fire Department, and FAS for their help at the festival.  He also wanted to thank a person that is not on the park board, nor does he live in New London.  It is Joe Myers.  He helped at every event, and he just does this as he likes our parks.  Dave Francis is another one that wanted to thank.  He is sorry if he forgot anyone, but there are so many to thank.
The Mayor then asked for a report from the Police Chief.  Chief Marko stated he had nothing to report.  The Mayor stated that he thought the car thieves had been caught.  Chief Marko stated he had worked with Ashland County Sheriff and Richland County and these guys were caught.

Bill Curtis then reported that the ambulance had been busy, they had 40 runs in August. 17 in New London, 2 In New London Township, 7 in Ruggles Township, 5 in Troy Township and 7 in Fitchville Township.  They also gave mutual aid to Sullivan Township and Clarksfield Township..

There was no report from zoning.

The Mayor then asked for any public questions or statement.  Pastor Ted Mason from the Ashland Worship Center  took the floor.  He explained that he was here to let council know that the property they own at 12 James Street was up for sale, and wanted to offer it to council first, and if council decided they didn’t want this they would go through a realtor to get this piece of property sold.  They are offering it at $106,000.00, and this maybe negotiable.  This building is 15 years old, and they have taken down the old church that was in front of this building.  Council decided they would like to tour the building and see if it is anything they would want.  Shawn will set up a meeting with the Church representatives and council.
Eva Snyder then took the floor and read a letter explaining that the group that wanted to install the Mid-East Conflict memorial has decided to switch locations. She thanked council for the time they had put into this, but the monument will be placed at the American Legion.

The Mayor then presented Ordinance 12-35, an ordinance making changes to the zoning code.  This Ordinance was placed on a second reading.  Myers made a motion to approve the second reading. Anderson seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.  No one was opposed.
Ordinance 12-36, an ordinance to simplify voting for council was placed on a second reading.  Cooke made  a motion to approve the second reading of this ordinance. Paramore seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No one opposed.
Ordinance 12-37, an ordinance allowing the Village administrator to enter into contract with Star Mark for our health insurance for the 2012-2013 year.  This ordinance was placed on a first reading.  Martin and Paramore stated that they felt we should just stay with Star mark this year.  Anderson then made  a motion to approve the first reading. Martin seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.  No one opposed.
Resolution 12-09, an resolution accepting the County Auditor Figures was placed on a  second reading. Myers made a motion to approve the second reading. Cooke seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No one opposed.
Resolution 12-10, a resolution allowing the Village Administrator to submit a grant to OPWC for paving.  This resolution was placed on an emergency measure.  Curtis made a motion to suspend the rules to allow This resolution to be passed on an emergency measure. Martin seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.  No one opposed.
Paramore then made a motion to approve the Emergency Measure on Resolution 12-10. Cooke seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No one opposed.
The Mayor then asked for any old business.  Martin stated he was kind of taken back with the switch on the monument.  He didn’t want it to be moved, and he was going to speak and say that he felt they could put their monument up and fix the Viet Nam Monument, but he felt we should have some kind of plan in place for the future.  He didn’t expect them to pay for everything. He thought that this could be done in stages or phases by adding the other monuments in time.  He felt this was a nice community thing and it would involved the whole community.  It was not his intention of putting this down, he thought it was  a good idea.
 The Mayor then asked for any new business.  Jonna stated that she thought everyone had received their new real estate tax appraisal letters, and it looks like most of the appraisals are down, which will in the long run affect our budget as we will be taking in less in the Real Estate taxes.  She just wanted to inform council of this for budgeting purposes.

Curtis then asked about the building that was offered.  It was decided to take a look at this building before council made any decisions.
The Mayor then presented Schedule “A” of the bills to be approved.
Anderson made a motion to approve Schedule A. Myers seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No one opposed.

The Mayor then presented Schedule “B” of the bills to be paid. Martin made a motion to approve Schedule B. Curtis seconded the motion. Roll call : Martin- yes; Curtis – yes; Cooke – abstain; Myers – disqualify herself; Paramore – yes; and Anderson – yes.

Curtis then made a motion to enter into executive session for the purpose of  discussing police personnel.  Cooke seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
Martin then made a motion to return to regular session. Anderson seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
Cooke made a motion to adjourn. Anderson seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
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