REGULAR COUNCIL - SEPTEMBER 23, 2013

In the absence of the Mayor, Dar Anderson, Bill Curtis, Council President Pro-Tem officiated the meeting.
He asked for a moment of silence and then led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Roll call was taken with the following members present: Martin - no; Curtis - yes; Cooke - yes; Myers - yes; Anderson - yes; and Paramore-no.

Also present: Larry Booth, Chief Marko, John Chapin, Melissa Wilson, Vicki Missler, Lynn Phillips, and Ellen Simmons.
Cooke made a motion to approve the agenda. Myers seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.

The Minutes from the September 9 meeting were then presented for approval.  Myers made a motion to approve the minutes. Cooke seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
Bill asked for a report from the Village Administrator.

Shawn then reported that all of the water plants were running well with no major issues, and the utility meters were all read last week.

The Bid opening for the SSO Elimination Project is scheduled for Tomorrow, Tuesday, September 24 at 12:00 noon in Council Chambers.  We are expecting at least 4 bidders.

The work continues on the imoff tank.  The new lines are in place and we are prepping for cementer work.  

The new 10" storm line from the Fire Station back to the new bridge has been completed.

The Prospect Street Bridge Replacement is underway, and the relocation of the water line has been completed.  During this process the water department identified 2 valves that need replaced on South Main Street.  Plans for these replacements are being made.  The contract has removed the old bridge structure and is prepping for the new.

Shawn then informed council that he had received notice from ODOT that US Route 250/State Route 162 will close Monday, October 7 for 210 calendar days.

We are also replacing the catch basin at the corner of East Street and Birch Park Drive.  

A section of Euclid Road has had a new layer of asphalt added.  This section was chosen due to the fact that we did not need to mill the existing surface and could just overlay with new asphalt.  

Our OPWC application was turned into the County Engineers Office on Wednesday, September 4th.  This application is for the Birch Park Street Improvement Project.  Huron County Board will review meeting will be sometime in Mid-October.

The Bed on the international Dump has been installed and work has been completed and the truck is in use. 

Shawn had met with area Manager from Gerken Paving and they will be paving Energy Street on September 26 & 27th.

He also stated that he continues to receive a lot of calls and concerns about the State Route 60 Closer by the building uptown.  He would like to see this road re-opened but until we receive documentation from Richland County Building Inspectors stating that the work has been completed.  They have told him that the building is not yet stable and is still in danger of collapse.  The Contractor performing the work stated that hopefully it will be sometime in late October that they will be finished.   He also wanted to inform the public that ODOT has nothing to do with this closer.

Shawn then reminded council and the public that the New London Recreation Park will be holding their 1st Annual Gun Raffle on October 5, 2013.  There will be 25 Guns raffled, Tickets are $20.00 each or 6 for $100.00.  Tickets can be bought from all Park Board Members, Village Office, Gilbert Hardware and the Gas Depot.  You do not need to be present to win.  All of the FFL rules apply.  For more information please contact Joe Thomas at 419-541-6131.
We will be starting on the restroom remodeling at the Hileman Building towards the end of October.

There will be another concert this weekend at the Reservoir.  It is the JUBILEEGO, Great Grandpa Beebe's 100th Birthday Concert.  Tickets are $10.00.  There will be up to 15 bands performing.

Shawn wanted to thank all of the seasonal campers at the Reservoir.  There have been many improvements there this year, along with many activities that were done for the first time throughout the year.  We hope to continue to grow and improve next year bringing more new and fun activities that will allow more people to enjoy our beautiful parks.  We take great pride in our Parks and Recreation and we want them to be enjoyed by all.  I don't know how many times I have heard "We didn't even know this was here" and how beautiful, friendly and fun our parks are.

The Zoning and Planning Commission is scheduled to hold a meeting on Tuesday, October 7, at 7:00 pm with Paul Tecpanecat from Poggemeyer Design Group to discuss the proposal of updating our Village's Zoning Code.  Once the scope of work has been determined the Commission will report to Council their proposal and recommendations.

Huron County Solid Waste Management District will be hosting a free tire recycling off State Route 99 on the West Side of the road, South of 547. Any questions you can call scheduling contact Pam Hansberger at the SWMD 419-663-8059.

He informed council that Melissa Wilson and Vicki Missler have been working hard on the health insurance renewal and will be speaking later in the meeting about this.

Jonna had spent Wednesday through Friday in Columbus last week for training on the new UAN Bookkeeping system.  We will be changing over from Software Solutions to the UAN System recommended by the State Auditor's Office.  

He also stated that Trick or Treat in New London will be held on Saturday, October 26 from 4:00 pm to 5:00 pm. The parade is sponsored by the New London Rotary and will start at 6:00 pm.

That was all Shawn had for council.

John Chapin then stated that due to the closer of the Bridge in Fitchville, they have made arrangements with other Fire Departments for automatic mutual aid.  Fitchville is under contract for our Fire Department to provide services, but with the bridge being closed it is going to take another 7 or 8 minutes for us to get there, so these other departments will step in and help if needed.

The Fire Department also stripped Truck #2, and prepared it for being repainted.  This will take place this week.
Bill then asked for a report from the Police Chief.  He stated that during all of the break ins around the county, we have had several  plain clothes officers out and about during the night and early morning hours and he believed this helped our Village by being aware of what was going on.  We had no major problems.

He also asked for permission to take Ken Blackburn off of probation and put in on full time.

Bill then asked for any public questions or statements.  

Larry Booth took the floor.  He stated he was there representing the American Legion and had questions on this monument.  He wanted to know if the village was going to help with the cost of this project, and who is going to be responsible for this.

Bill explained that there was a committee meeting at the Legion to ask about this project.  They delivered an architectures drawing of the proposed plan.  Mr. Booth stated that his concern was that this plan has been blown out of proportion and we are talking about raising over $30,000 for this project.  After some discussion it was decided to have the girls that first proposed this project, the members of the monument Committee of Council meet with the American Legion to work on this project.  Larry Booth is to contact Bill Curtis on a date and time to meet.
Bill then asked for Vicki and Melissa to report on the proposed Health Insurance renewal.

Vicki had given council a breakdown of the comparisons of the companies she had checked into and after some discussion it was decided that the Village's best bet was to renew with Starmark Health Insurance this year, and see how much everything is going to change next year.  There are changes coming next year with the new "Obama Care" policy and no one is exactly sure on how this is going to affect our rates or what coverage's we will be able to offer.

Bill then presented Ordinance 13-20 an ordinance allowing the proceeds the Village is going to receive from MCC Drilling be put in the Recreation Department Fund.  This ordinance was placed on a 2nd reading. Cooke made a motion to approve the second reading of this ordinance.  Myers seconded the motion.  Roll call all ayes. No One opposed.

Ordinance 13-21, an ordinance allowing the Village to enter into contract with Starmark Health insurance for health coverage for the year 2013 to 2014.  This ordinance was placed on a firs treading. Cooke made a motion to approve the first reading of this ordinance. Myers seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No one opposed.
Resolution 13-09, a resolution accepting the Huron County Auditors rates was placed on a second reading.  Cooke made a motion to approve this resolution. Myers seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
Bill asked for any old business there was none.

He then asked for new business.  Myers made a motion to approve moving Ken Blackburn to full time status off of probationary status.  Cooke seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
Bill then presented the August monthly report for approval.  Myers made a motion to approve the report. Cooke seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
The approval of bills was then presented.  Anderson made a motion to approve the bills to be paid. Myers seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
Myers then made a motion to enter into executive session for the purpose of discussing personnel.  Cooke seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.

Myers made a motion to return to regular session. Cooke seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.

Myers then made a motion to ratify the contract for paving with Hot Mix LLC at a total price of $68,400.Cooke seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
Myers made a motion to adjourn. Cooke seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.
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