PUBLIC HEARING – SEPTEMBER 24, 2012
This special hearing was held to let any of the public state their opinion on the zoning changes that Ordinance 12-30 , relative to outdoor storage.

Those present: Martin, Curtis, Cooke, Myers, Paramore and Anderson.

Also present: Lynn Phillips, Bernice Nirode, Bob James and Steve Bond.

Mrs. Nirode took the floor.  She asked if we changed the zoning on her property on East Main street from Commercial to Residential what would this mean for the future.  Jonna explained that she didn’t think that council had decided to make those change.  She was with the understanding that the zoning would stay the same unless otherwise requested by the property owner. 
Mrs. Nirode then asked if in the future she did want to change it to residential what was the procedure.  Jonna explained she would have to fill out a formal request form, then there would be a meeting with the Zoning and Planning Commission, and then their recommendation would be taken to council for their decision.

With plenty of time left, Bill Curtis stated he had met with the folks concerning the memorial park.  He felt that there was a lot of confusion on who was to pay for what.  He explained to them that council would like their help on this project, but in no way did council expect these folks to pay for all of it.

Bill passed out a design that he had presented to the memorial folks, and they at that time stated they approved of this.  Bill explained his design to council. In this design he would expand the area around the original monument by about 5 feet, and move the Vietnam Memorial up to the south side of the Original monument with the Middle East War monument to the East of the Original Monument.  After much discussion it was decided to advertise for a committee, and anyone interested in being on this committee should contact the Village Office.

REGULAR COUNCIL SEPTEMBER 24, 2012

The Mayor called the meeting to order.  He then asked for a moment of silence in honor of long time Fireman and Village Resident Roger Harner.  He then led the Pledge of Allegiance.

The Mayor then asked for approval of the Agenda.  Martin made a motion. Steve Bond asked that we add Ordinance 12-30 to this for the third and final reading.  Martin then made a motion to amend the agenda. Curtis seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.  No one opposed.

Curtis then made a motion to approve the agenda with the changes that were made.  Anderson seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.  No one opposed.

The Mayor then presented the minutes from the September 10, 2012 meeting.  Anderson made a motion to approve the minutes. Myers seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.  No one opposed.

The Mayor then asked for a report from the administrator.  Shawn stated he and John had attend a meeting with the New London School Board to discuss a leak on the  main supply line going to the school.  This leak was fixed on Saturday, September 15, 2012, and as we fixed this leak it caused 2 more leaks, which were fixed the same day.  Norwalk Treatment Plant came in on Saturday to do the lab tests on our sample, and the results were given to John on Sunday, and were negative, so this had no affect on School on Monday.  John has also found another leak and this will be repaired within the next couple of weeks.  This one is on East main Street.

He also informed council that the water plant is dealing with pump failures on the recirculation pumps.  These pumps have been in service for 37 years.  John has had a pump representative come out and visit the plant already, and there is another company coming later this week. These pumps have to run 24 hours a day 7 days a week.  He is looking into a bigger style pump, and this would allow us to alternate between the pumps.

He will bring more information to council when we get it.

The water department is going to start using the remote readers every month.  By doing this we will be able to detect any leaks sooner and see where the water usages are and be able to compare them.  We won’t be able to go to a monthly actual reading until all of the meters are installed. 
At the Sewer Plant we also have a pump failing down there.  They have purchased the repair parts and hopefully we can fix this pump and get it up and running.

The SSO Elimination project, the sewer line project, seems to be at a stand still.  This is all in the hands of USDA at this point.  We are waiting to see if we qualify for grant / loan.  
Shawn and John had met with Richland Engineering and 3 utility companies on September 11, to discuss the Prospect Street Bridge Project.  After this discussion we found out that this project has an estimated construction start date of 2014.  This is a lot later than what we expected.

Shawn and John have been looking into the purchase of a fire truck and a dump truck.  Shawn stated we need to replace the dump truck that is in the Street and Sanitation Department.  This has cost up close to $8,000 this year to repair.  He has talked with two dealers and is waiting on pricing to come back.
Once again the new garbage truck is down for repairs.  This time it is the PTO Valve, they are to send a service rep out this week.
Just a reminder there will be a Truck and Tractor Pull on Saturday, October 6 starting at 10:00 am.  Information can be found on our website.

Joe has received complaints on the shower house at the Reservoir.  We have had a person come in to look at this, and we need to repair the roof on this and the restrooms close to the beach.  The approximate cost of the materials is about $3,000.00
The Recreation Department is starting to pull the items and store them at the reservoir, getting ready for winter.

There is a Park Board meeting Monday, October 1 at 7:00 pm.

Shawn also informed council that he had attended the Administrators meeting this past week, and the topic of discussion was the retirements of their employees.  This has to do with PERS and the new rules on retirement, and the changes they are making.  He stated one entity is losing 9 employees at one time.
Shawn also wanted to thank Firelands Electric for the replacement of the pole and upgrading the transformers from 15kva’s to 25 kva’s and running the new wires across East Main.  At the same time Firelands was working on the electric, JD Comfort was wiring in our new HVAC system.   We are now using all but one of the units, and they have disconnected the use of the boiler and the old air conditioner. 
Shawn also had a meeting with the Shade Tree Commission and Firelands Electric on September 14.  Firelands Electric explained their plans to rebuild some of the main transmission lines within the Village.  But by doing this requires some trees to be removed.  Firelands Electric along with the Village will be contacting citizens involved to discuss the plans.  He will keep council informed on this project.

At noon today we opened bids for our property/ liability insurance.  We probably will have an ordinance at the next meeting to enter into contract with one of the companies.  Jonna has given these bids to Steve Bond to review.

Bill Curtis then reported on the ambulance.  He stated they are having their annual registration for coverage right now.  It costs $50.00 and it covers your whole household.  If anyone is interested please contact Firelands Ambulance Service.
Bob James stated that there really is nothing happening right now.  He did have a question on the zoning ordinance 12-35 that is to be passed tonight.  He stated that in section 1117.01 B3 it states that the zoning inspector should keep the records and he would like that changed to the Fiscal Officer.
There was a motion made by Curtis to amend the ordinance as listed above. Cooke seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No one opposed.

There were no other public questions or statements.  
The Mayor then placed Ordinance 12-30 on a third and final reading.  This ordinance is amending portions of section 1105.01 of the zoning code relative to outdoor storage of materials.  This ordinance was placed on a third and final reading.  Curtis made  a motion to approve the third and final reading. Cooke seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.  No one opposed. 

Ordinance 12-35, an ordinance amending various sections of the codified ordinances relative to the processing documents in connection with the enforcement of the zoning ordinances.  This ordinance was placed on a third and final reading. Cooke made a motion to approve the third and final reading. Anderson seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No one opposed.

Ordinance 12-36- An ordinance amending council’s rules to simplify voting.

Cooke made a motion to approve the third and final reading.  Curtis seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.

 Ordinance 12-37 an ordinance allowing the village to enter into contract for health insurance was placed on a second reading. Myers made a motion to approve the second reading of this ordinance. Paramore seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No one opposed.

The Mayor then presented Resolution 12-09, a resolution accepting the county auditors rates for 2013.  Cooke made a motion to approve this resolution. Martin seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes.  No one opposed.
Myers then asked about increasing the Fiscal Officers wages due to the fact that she will be taking over most of the paperwork on the zoning.  Cooke stated that we should discuss this in executive session, and there probably needs to be an ordinance on this.

Shawn stated under old business that we have had the church building appraised, but have not received the official paperwork.  We will have this by the next meeting and hopefully can go into executive to discuss this property.
There was no new business to discuss.

The Mayor asked for approval of the August monthly statement. Curtis made a motion to approve the statement.  Cooke seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No one opposed.

The Bills to be paid were presented. Anderson made a motion to approve the bills for payment. Myers seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No one opposed.
Curtis then made a motion to adjourn. Martin seconded the motion. Roll call all ayes. No one opposed.

Jonna Rowland, Fiscal Officer

Darwin K. Anderson, Mayor
