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Village of New London
 Wastewater Treatment Plant Improvement Project

The Village of New London has been working with Engineers over the past year on a project to improve our Wastewater Treatment Plant. The original plant was built around 1940, improvements have been made in the 1960’s, 1980’s, and the early 1990’s. These processes are in use 24 hours a day, 365 days a year. There are 4 main treatment processes at our plant, Headworks, Primary, Secondary, Final and Disinfection. The project will focus on the 3 of the processes: Headworks, Primary and Secondary.
 The “Headworks”, originally built in 1940, is where the town’s sewage waste comes into the plant and passes through a Bar Screen. The Bar Screens intent is to remove any nonbiodegradable waste in the sewers such as plastic, wipes, etc. The rest is pumped to the Primary tanks to begin treatment. It is very important that our operators keep the bar screen clean every day to prevent sewage backups in our collection system. The project will build and replace the existing Headworks with a mechanical bar screen allowing us to better screen the incoming waste to our plant and eliminate some major safety issues we have with the existing process. 

The “Primary’s”, we have 2 primary tanks, the first one was installed in the 1940’s and a second one installed in the 1960’s. They are called the Imhoff Tank and the Spiralhoff Tank. This is where treatment begins in our sewage system. Our Spiralhoff Tank is failing only allowing us to use around an estimated 20 – 25% of the treatment process. This tank sits 40 plus feet into the ground and will have to be completely emptied and insides rebuilt. The Imhoff Tank is old but in good working order and will not be a part of this project. 

The “Secondary”, process is our Trickling Filters. These were also originally installed in the 1940’s, with the most recent update in the 1990’s. This process has two big arm’s that rotate around distributing the wastewater over layers of media which filters the waste out of the water. These arms, motors and media is worn out from 30 plus years of continuous operation and we will have to completely replace the distribution arms and the top layer of the media.  

Other improvements planned with this project include updated controls and monitors throughout the treatment plant, and a new generator that will of course be used during power failures. Our generator right now is undersized and outdated for the size of our plant. 

This project cost is estimated at $3,048,000. The Village has secured funding through the USDA-RD for this project. The funding is broken down like this. $2,156,000 Loan over 40 years with a $892,000 Grant. The annual payment for the loan is $80,570. 

What does this mean for the residents of New London? This means we will have to raise the minimum sewer rates by $7.50 - $8.00 per month/per customer. This project is not something we can elect not to do. We have processes that are failing and if one of these processes fails it can and will take us out of compliance with the OEPA. We believe that this project is necessary/essential to the future of New London and our ability to comply with the EPA requirements today and in the future.  
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